THE SCOTCH PRESE
IN AMERICA

HENRY JONES FORD

Hi


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

i

S i/
Al T EX LIBRIS i



http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found




THE SCOTCH-IRISH
IN AMERICA

BY

HENRY JONES FORD

PROFESSOR OF POLITICS AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS
PRINCETON, N. J.

LONDON: HUMPHREY MILFORD
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
1915



Copyright, 1915, by
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS

Published February, 1915

GO O . .o
. & v a e :
. « o0 s
. o .
« e .
“ e e L, v o
. Qe T a2 o e
PRI A B2 . e IR T
o o % Ceien

YA
55

PRINCETON
UNIVERSITY,



TO THE
PENNSYLVANIA SCOTCH-IRISH SOCIETY

322604






PREFACE

Acknowledgment of the importance of Ulster
emigration to America frequently occurs in the
works of English and American historians deal-
ing with the events of the eighteenth century,
and a mass of literature has accumulated in both
countries with regard to particular phases of the
subject. A systematic treatise devoted to that
special theme seemed to be desirable, and hence
the book now before the reader.

This book tells the story of the Ulster Planta-
tion and of the influences that formed the char-
acter of the people. The causes are traced that
led to the great migration from Ulster and the
Scotch-Irish settlements in America are de-
scribed. The recital of their experiences involves
an account of frontier manners and customs, and
of collisions with the Indian tribes. The influence
of the Scotch-Irish settlements upon American
institutions is traced, particularly in organizing
and propagating the Presbyterian Church, in
spreading popular education, and in promoting
the movement for American national independ-
ence. In conclusion, there is an appreciation of
the Ulster contribution to American nationality.

The work is based upon original research.
The State Papers of the period of the Ulster
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PREFACE

Plantation were examined, with the effect of
throwing new light upon an undertaking over
whose character and incidents there has been
much controversy. Historical material on both
sides of the Atlantic has been sifted, and pains
have been taken to produce an authentic account
of ‘the formation and diffusion of a race stock
that has played a great part in establishing and
developing the American nation.

The author desires to express his thanks to the
Rev. Professor James Heron, of the Assembly’s
College, Belfast, for permitting the reproduction
of his analysis of the ethnic origins of the Scottish
settlers of Ulster; to Mr. Albert Levin Richard-
son of Baltimore, for collections of historical ma-
terial; to Professor Varnum Lansing Collins, of
Princeton University, for help in the chapter on
educational institutions; to Professor Harry
Franklin Covington of Princeton University
for data respecting Scotch-Irish settlements in
Maryland; to the Hon. W. U. Hensel of Lan-
caster and to Judge Harman Yerkes of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, for information; and to
Charles L. McKeehan, Esq., Secretary of the
Pennsylvania Scotch-Irish Society, for much kind
assistance in reaching sources of information and
in collecting material.

Princeton, February, 1915.

Note: 'The device stamped upon the front of the cover is the
heraldic badge of Ulster.
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CHAPTER I

TuaE ULSTER PLANTATION

In 1609, six years after the accession of James
V1. of Scotland to the throne of England as
James I. in its line of kings, a scheme was ma-
tured for planting Ulster with Scotch and Eng-
lish, and the following year the settlement began.
The actual settlers were mostly Scotch, and the
Ulster plantation took the character of a Scotch
occupation of the North of Ireland. In that
plantation was formed the breed known as
Scotch-Irish, which was prominent in the strug-
gle for American independence and which sup-
plied to American population an ingredient that
has deeply affected the development of the na-
tion. It is the purpose of this work to give an
account of this Scotch-Irish strain in the com-
position of the American people, tracing its
history and influence.

The circumstances in which the Ulster plan-
tation was formed had much to do with fixing
the characteristics of the breed. The plantation
was attended by an ouster of native Irish that is

a staple subject of censure by historians who,
1
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from the point of view supplied by the ideas of
our own times, hold that wiser arrangements
might have been made in the interest of all
parties. But that was not easy to see then.
Francis Bacon is reckoned a wise man but he did
not see it. In a letter written in 1601 to Cecil,
Elizabeth’s famous Secretary of State, Bacon
referred to three roots of trouble in Ireland:

“The first, the ambition and absoluteness
of the chiefs of the families and septs. The
second, the licentious idleness of their kernes
and soldiers, that lie upon the country by
cesses and such like oppressions. And the
third, the barbarous laws, customs, their
brehon laws, habits of apparel, their poets
or heralds that enchant them in savage man-
ners, and sundry other dregs of barbarism
and rebellion.”

The policy of making English settlements in
Ireland was no new thing. It had been pursued
fitfully from Norman times. Bacon did not
question it, but he argued that further under-
takings of the kind should not be left “as here-
tofore, to the pleasure of Undertakers and
adventurers, where and how to build and plant;
but that they do it according to a prescript or
formulary.” In this way the Government would
be assured that the places would be selected
“which are fittest for colonies or garrisons, as
well for doubt of the foreigner, as for keeping
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the country in bridle.” Bacon had the matter so
much on his mind that in 1606 he presented to
King James Considerations Touching the Plan-
tation in Ireland written in the highest style of
his ‘stately eloquence. He said that among the
works of kings two “have the supreme pre-
eminence: the union, and the plantation of king-
doms.” By a singular favor of Divine Providence
“both these kinds of foundations or regenera-
tions” had been put into the hands of King
James: “the one, in the union of the island of
Britain; the other in the plantation of great and
noble parts of the island of Ireland.” Adorning
his periods with elaborate metaphors in which
figured the harp of Ireland, the harp of Orpheus
and the harp of David, Bacon expatiated upon
the greatness of the achievement “when people
of barbarous manners are brought to give over
and discontinue their customs of revenge and
blood, of dissolute life, and of theft, and of
rapine; and to give ear to the wisdom of laws
and governments.”

At the time this discourse was written the
property of the Crown in Ulster consisted chiefly
of the abbey lands, and plans were under con-
sideration for settling English and Scotch colo-
nists upon these lands while the Irish lords
retained their lands with English title and under
English law. But so important did the planta-
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tion appear to Bacon, even although thus limited,
that he suggested that the King, the better to
express his “affection to the enterprise, and for
a pledge thereof,” should add the Earldom of
Ulster to the titles of the Prince of Wales.
Bacon went on to discuss in detail the principles
that should govern the enterprise. He thought
that “the generality of Undertakers” should be
“men of estate and plenty,” not that they would
go there themselves but that they would have
means to engage in the business for the “advance-
ment of their younger children or kinsfolks; or
for the sweetness of the expectation of a great
bargain in the end.” As incentives the lands
should be let to them on easy rates and large
liberties. Upon the latter point Bacon promptly
explains that he does not mean liberties of juris-
diction which “hath been the error of the ancient
donations and plantations in that country.” He
means only “liberties tending to commodity; as
liberty to transport any of the commodities grow-
ing upon the countries new planted; liberty to
import from hence all things appertaining to
their necessary use, custom-free.” If this wise
advice had been acted upon consistently the
course of Irish and American history would have
been different.

At this time the colonization of Virginia was
appealing for support, but in comparison with
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the Ulster project the Virginia plantation
seemed so visionary that Bacon referred to it as
“an enterprise in my opinion differing as much
from this, as Amadis de Gaul differs from
Caesar’s Commentaries.” He struck the same
note in 1617 when as Lord Chancellor of Eng-
land he addressed the person called to be Lord
Chief Justice of Ireland. Bacon remarked that
“Ireland is the last ex filiis Europae which hath
been reclaimed from desolation and a desert (in
many parts) to population and plantation; and
from savage and barbarous customs to humanity
and civility.” He commended the plantations
to the special care of the new justice, with the
admonition: “You are to be a master builder,
and a master planter, and reducer of Ireland.”
Bacon’s views have been considered at some
length because they illumine the ideas with which
the statesmanship of the age approached such
tasks, and also reveal the origin of some charac-
teristic features of the Ulster plantation. To
Bacon’s view the tribal system of Ireland with
its state of chronic disorder was a remnant of the
same barbarism against which Caesar fought in
Gaul and Charlemagne in continental Europe.
The planting of trusty colonies among uncivilized
peoples as garrisons to check their insubordina-
tion and as centers from which culture would be
diffused was a practice that went back to the
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times of the ancient Roman commonwealth, had
been adopted by many European rulers, and was
generally regarded as a well-settled expedient of
prudent statesmanship. Nothing in Bacon’s re-
marks indicates any doubt in his mind as to the
rightfulness of such a policy in Ireland, although
it necessarily involved dispossession of natives.
His only concern was to adopt such measures as
would make the policy efficacious. Moreover it
should be borne in mind that in that time the
feudal principle that the tenure of land is con-
tingent upon personal service to the State had
not been overborne by the notions of individual
ownership and exclusive right that have since be-
come dominant, although in our own times there
are signs of reaction. It seemed altogether fit-
ting that rebels and traitors should be ejected
and that the land should be placed in charge of
those upon whom the King could rely when he
called for service. At the bottom of land tenure
was a personal relation between the King and
his liege. 'The State in its modern aspect as a
sovereign authority deriving its revenues from
systematic taxation and regulating rights and
duties by positive law was in process of forma-
tion but it was not fully developed until long
after the period of the Ulster plantation.

The effect of Bacon’s advice in the Ulster ar-
rangements is distinctly marked. To it seems to
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be due one of the existing orders of English no-
bility.  Bacon deemed it so important “to allure
by all means fit Undertakers” that in the me-
morial of 1606 he suggested that grants of
knighthood, “with some new difference and pre-
cedence,” might “work with many” in drawing
them to the support of the cause. Action taken
by the King early in 1611 accords with Bacon’s
advice. The order of baronets, officially de-
scribed as “a new dignitie between Barons and
Knights,” was instituted, to consist of gentlemen
who should bind themselves to pay a sum suffi-
cient to maintain thirty foot-soldiers in Ireland
for three years, the money thus obtained to be
kept as a special fund so that it might be “wholly
converted to that use for which it was given and
intended.” 'The first of these baronets was
Bacon’s own half-brother, and it appears that
Bacon advised the King on points raised touching
the dignity and precedence of the new order of
nobility. There have been many flings at James
L in this matter of the institution of the order
of baronet—it seems to have a special attraction
for the sarcasm of writers of popular history—
but the record shows that it was inspired by
Bacon and was performed by the King as a
utilitarian transaction quite in the modern spirit.
A similar creation of baronets was planned by
King James in 1624 in aid of the colonization
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of Nova Scotia, the fundamental condition being
that each baronet of this class should maintain
six colonists for two years. The two classes are
still distinguished in their heraldry, all baronets
having the right to bear the Red Hand of Ulster
on their coat of arms, except those of the Nova
Scotian creation who display the arms of Scot-
land. The order of baronet, although ranking
below other orders of nobility in dignity and
precedence, may justly claim to possess a dis-
tinctly imperial character.

Not long after Bacon’s memorial to the King
the possibilities in Ulster were enlarged by a
series of events which at the same time empha-
sized the need of vigorous measures. These
events serve also to illustrate the clash of cultures
that was the underlying cause of Irish anarchy.
The accession of James took place just as an
uprising aided by Spanish troops had been sub-
dued after more than four years of hard fighting.
The submission of the Karl of Tyrone, the
chief native magnate of Ulster, whose surrender
ended resistance in that province, took place
only a few days before James set out from Edin-
burgh to take possession of the throne of Eng-
land to which he had just been called. 'The
Irish situation presented an urgent problem to
James and his counsellors. That problem, in
addition to its chronic perplexities arising from
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internal conditions, was complicated by foreign
influences.  The Counter-Reformation was
prosecuted with great vigor and success by
Jesuit missionaries in Ireland and their plans of
making the country an independent kingdom
gained the sympathy of Pope Gregory XIII.,
who accepted the Crown of Ireland in behalf of
a nephew. The movement acquired serious im-
portance when Philip II. of Spain gave support
to it. He was not inclined at first to have any-
thing to do with the Irish as he was embittered
by the way in which crews of wrecked galleons
of the Armada had been robbed and murdered
on the western coast of Ireland. But English
attacks on the coasts of Spain and Portugal, and
the support which Klizabeth extended to the
provinces of the Netherlands in revolt against
his rule, reconciled him to alliances with Irish
insurgents, and twice during Klizabeth’s reign
Spanish forces were landed in Ireland. Hugh
O’Neill, the Earl of Tyrone, took a leading part
in the dealings with Spain, and he received from
the Pope a crown of peacock’s feathers. In
making his submission he had stipulated for the
retention of his Earldom, with its territorial juris-
diction in Ulster, although renouncing his Celtic
chiefry. This was done before he had heard of
Elizabeth’s death, and on hearing the news he
is said to have cried with vexation at not having
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held out for better terms. With such an atti-
tude on his part there was an instability in the
Ulster situation, soon to be displayed.

A difficulty with which the Government had
constantly to contend arose from the conflicts
among the Irish themselves. The chiefs argued
that the land belonged to them; the occupants
protested that the land was theirs although the
chiefs had a customary right to various services
and dues in kind. The chiefs quarreled among
themselves as to their rights. Tyrone was in-
censed against his principal vassal, O’Cahan,
who had made his submission before Tyrone
gave him leave. (’Cahan’s feudal rent, for-
merly fixed at 21 cows a year, was summarily
raised to 200 cows. In support of this demand
Tyrone took possession of a large district be-
longing to O’Cahan. When O’Cahan made his
peace with the Government he had been assured
that he should in future hold his lands not from
Tyrone but directly from the Crown. O’Cahan
appealed to the authorities at Dublin, but it was
difficult to get Tyrone to appear to answer the
charges. When he did so he insulted the Lord
Deputy and Council by snatching the papers
from O’Cahan’s hand and tearing them to
pieces. FEventually the King decided to hear
the case in England, but instead of obeying the
summons Tyrone fled the country, never to
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return. This action was quite unexpected by
the Government as T'yrone had been demanding
that he be allowed to plead his cause before the
King in person. 'The affair has never been fully
cleared up but it is known that the Government
had received information that arrangements
were making for another rising with Spanish
aid and that Rory O’Donnell, Earl of Tyrcon-
nel, was in the movement. This information did
not mention Tyrone; but his cousin, Cuconnaught
Maguire, who was in the plot and who had just
gone to Brussels on its business, heard there that
it had been discovered. Maguire procured a ship
with which he sailed to the North of Ireland and
on September 4, 1607, took off both Tyrconnel
and Tyrone. This was the famous Flight of
the Earls by which a great part of Ulster was
escheated to the English Crown. Those were
times when the more strong and active spirits
among the masses of the people preferred to
live as fighting men and raiders rather than as
industrial drudges, and bands began operations
in various districts. O’Cahan himself became
disaffected, owing to some claims of the Bishop
of Derry to lands in O’Cahan’s territory. He
drove the bishop’s tax gatherers off the disputed
lands, defied writs of law and did not submit
until a body of troops was about to march on
his castle.
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While these events were taking place a clash
occurred between the English commander at
Derry and a neighboring Irish lord that culmi-
nated in another insurrection. Sir George
Paulet, commander at Derry, was a dull, incap-
able and arrogant person who had obtained the
command by purchase. In one of the Lord
Deputy’s reports to the home Government it is
said of him that “he was hated by those over
whom he had command, and neither beloved nor
feared by the Irish, his neighbors.” O’Dogherty,
lord of Innishowen, collected a number of his
followers to fell timber. A rumor reached
Paulet that O’Dogherty was out to await the
return of Tyrone, and Paulet marched on
O’Dogherty’s castle. Although O’Dogherty
was away, his wife refused to open the gates and
showed such an undaunted spirit that Paulet
had to choose between attempting a siege with
an inadequate force or marching home again,
and chose the latter. O’Dogherty wrote a sharp
letter of complaint to Paulet, but it was in re-
spectful language and was subscribed “your lov-
ing friend.” Paulet sent a railing letter in reply,
closing with the declaration: “So wishing con-
fusion to your actions, I leave you to a provost
marshal and his halter.” Although O’Dogherty
was greatly incensed he did not refuse to present
himself at Dublin to answer for his conduct; and
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soon afterward he acted as foreman of the Done-
gal grand jury that found bills for high treason
against the fugitive Earls. O’Dogherty, who was
young and hot-headed, was worked upon by
others so that at last he did engage in a plot that
enabled him to take vengeance on Paulet. The
details of this affair are particularly instructive
from the revelation they make of the sort of ex-
periences that colored Ulster traditions and
stamped the character of the Ulster breed.
O’Dogherty’s first task was to procure a sup-
ply of arms and ammunition to use against
Paulet. He approached Captain Henry Hart,
commander of the fort of Culmore guarding the
entrance to the Foyle, with complaints that the
attitude of the ladies of Derry deprived his wife
of society suitable to her rank. He asked Cap-
tain Hart to set a good example of social inter-
course by coming to dine with him bringing
also Mrs. Hart and the children. The request
accorded with the conciliatory policy of the
Government and the invitation was unsuspect-
ingly accepted. As soon as dinner was over
O’Dogherty threatened Hart with instant death
unless he would agree to surrender the fort.
Hart, a man of the bull-dog breed, flatly refused.
His wife and children were brought before him
and threatened with death; his wife fell at his
feet on her knees, crying and beseeching him to
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yield. 1t was urged that by so doing he would
save the garrison too, as all would be killed if
force had to be used whereas all would be spared
if the post were quietly surrendered. O’Dogh-
erty offered to take a solemn oath that he would
carry out his promise. Hart reminded him that
he was even then breaking the oath of allegiance
he had taken not long before; and bluntly de-
clared that he “should never trust oath that ever
he made again.” But while O’Dogherty failed
to budge Captain Hart, he gained his end by the
aid of the Captain’s wife. In her terror for her
husband and her children Mrs. Hart entered into
a scheme for betraying the garrison. Accom-
panied by O’Dogherty and his men, she went to
the fort at nightfall, crying out that the Captain
had fallen from his horse and had broken his arm.
The little garrison ran out to help their com-
mander and O’Dogherty rushed in and took
possession.

.These events took place on April 18, 1608.
Having obtained the arms he needed, O’Dogh-
erty set out at once to attack Paulet at Derry.
Although that commander had been warned of
danger, he had not taken any precautions and
habitually neglected even such routine duty as
the posting of sentries. O’Dogherty’s men were
inside the fortifications before the noise roused
Paulet. He ran out of his own house and hid in
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one of the other houses where he was finally dis-
covered and killed. 'The surprise was so com-
plete that the garrison was not able to make
much resistance, but Lieutenant Baker with
about 140 persons, men, women, and children,
took possession of two large houses and held out
until noon on the following day. By that time
provisions had run short and O’Dogherty had
brought up a cannon from Culmore, so Baker
surrendered upon the promise that the lives of all
with him should be spared. This promise was
fulfilled. O’Dogherty slew no prisoners and in
the course of his short rebellion no blood was
shed by his orders except in actual conflict.

As soon as the Government was able to throw
troops into the country O’Dogherty’s lieuten-
ants abandoned Derry and Culmore, after set-
ting them on fire. The rebellion was never really
formidable although O’Dogherty’s energetic
movements carried it into several counties. His
forces were finally routed and he himself was
killed on July 5, 1608. In a report to the home
Government Sir John Dayvies, Attorney-General
of Ireland, noted that O’Dogherty’s death “hap-
pened not only on the fifth day of the month, but
on a Tuesday, but the Tuesday 11 weeks, that is
77 days after the burning of Derry, which is an
ominous number being seven elevens and eleven
sevens.” 'The special mention of Tuesday in this
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collection of portents is an allusion to an old
proverb that Tuesday is the day of English luck
in Ireland.

In consequence of these events vast areas were
escheated to the Crown, including most of the
territory now forming the counties of Donegal,
Londonderry, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Armagh and
Cavan. It was the good fortune of the Ulster
plantation that the man then at the head of the
Irish Government as Lord Deputy was an ad-
ministrator of rare ability. Sir Arthur Chiches-
ter, the Lord Deputy, is a typical specimen of
the class of proconsuls whose solid characteristics
have been the building material of the British
Empire. He was born in 1563, the second son
of Sir John Chichester of Ramleigh, near Barn-
staple, Devonshire. He was educated at Exeter
College, Oxford; was an officer in one of the
Queen’s best ships in the fight with the Spanish
Armada in 1588; in 1595 he was employed in a
military command in Drake’s unfortunate last
expedition to the West Indies, and the next year
he commanded a company in the expedition of
Essex that captured Cadiz; in 1597 he was third
in command of a force sent to the assistance of
Henry IV. of France, was wounded at the siege
of Amiens and was subsequently knighted. He
afterward served in the Netherlands and was
in garrison at Ostend when he was summoned to
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men. The record shows that although only
thirty-six when he began his distinguished career
in Ireland, he was a veteran thoroughly seasoned
by land and by sea. A characteristic instance of
his determination in all matters of discipline took
place soon after Essex arrived in Ireland as head
of its Administration by KElizabeth’s personal
favor. Having heard of the good order in which
Chichester kept his force, Essex went to Drog-
heda to review it. Carried away by excitement
the scatterbrain Earl led a cavalry charge against
the pikemen. Chichester repulsed the horsemen
as if they had been actual enemies, and the Earl
himself was scratched by a slash from a pike that
made him wheel about and retreat. Kssex took
the affair in good part and on April 28, 1599,
appointed Chichester to be governor of Carrick-
fergus and the adjacent country. Chichester
took an active but subordinate part in the war
waged against Tyrone and his adherents. On
April 19, 1608, shortly after the accession of
James, Chichester was made a member of the
Irish Privy Council; and on October 15, 1604, he
was appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland, although
not inducted into office until February 38, 1605.
The appointment may be ascribed to the influ-
ence of a predecessor in that office, Mountjoy,
who was now Earl of Devonshire and the King’s
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chief adviser on Irish affairs, and who well knew
the need there was for a strong hand and a cool
head at the helm in Ireland. Chichester himself
did not seek the office. About five months after
assuming it he wrote to the home Government
that it would be advisable to put a more eminent
man at the head of affairs, “a man of his
[ Chichester’s] estate and fortune being better fit
to serve His Majesty in meaner places.”

The perusal of Chichester’s State Papers im-
presses one with his virtue in the Roman sense
of hard manliness. His concern was always for
the discharge of his professional duty; and that
formed his moral horizon. ' He chose means with
regard to their efficacy in attaining practical re-
sults, offering rewards for the heads of rebel
chiefs, slaying their active partisans and wasting
the land on occasion, but never indulging pur-
poseless cruelty. He had a low opinion of the
character of the native Irish, but he had no ani-
mosity and was more disposed to adopt concilia-
tory measures than the home Government.
Indeced, his disapproval of measures to force the
Roman Catholics into the KEstablished Church
eventually led to his retirement. While bent on
repressing disorder and bringing the Irish chiefs
under the rule of law, he was also vigilant against
abuses in the administration and spared no one.
He advised Montgomery, the Bishop of Derry,
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“sometimes to leave the care of the world, to
which he thought him too much affected, and to
attend to his pastoral calling and the reformation
of his clergy.” He showed great powers of sus-
tained application to the literary tasks in which
his position involved him, and his numerous State
. Papers are full, clear, and precise. In view of
his previous career this side of his activity is re-
markable, for he handles the pen with a readiness
unusual in the captains of that age. In filing
dispatches from the home Government he not
only endorsed them with the date on which they
were received but also added a summary of their
contents, in a handwriting remarkably bold, clear
and regular. The information gathered by his
spies included stories of plots to make away with
him by assassination or poisoning, but to alarms
of that sort he appears to have been incredulous
and callous. In the camp or in the office he was
ever ready, clear-headed and sensible. In the
plantation of Ulster he received a large grant of
land and in 1613 he was raised to the Irish
peerage as Lord Chichester of Belfast. He had
no children and his estates devolved on his
brother, Edward, father of Arthur Chichester,
first Earl of Donegal.

Another official whose copious and vivid writ-
ings add greatly to our knowledge of this period
is Sir John Davies. The modernized spelling of
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his name is here used although in the Irish Calen-
dars it appears as Davys. He was born in Wilt-
shire, England, in 1569 and took his A.B. degree
at Oxford in 1590. His poetical works hold an
established place in English literature and his
literary ability gives a distinctive lustre to his
official papers, but in Ireland he figures as a
hard-working administrator. He arrived in
1603 to assume the office of Solicitor-General.
In 1606 he succeeded to the post of Attorney-
General. From first to last he took an active
and prominent part in the Ulster plantation.
He was a man of high personal courage and of
versatile ability, a fine poet, a voluminous es-
sayist on legal, antiquarian and historical sub-
jects, an eloquent speaker and a vigorous man
of action. He held office in Ireland until 1619
and died in England in 1626, after he had been
appointed Lord Chief Justice but before he had
assumed the office.

The scheme adopted for the plantation of
Ulster was not the invention of anyone but was
the outcome of the statesmanship of the age.
Just such ideas as Bacon expressed in his Con-
siderations presented to King James run all
through the State Papers of this period. So early
as October 2, 1605, long before the Flight of the
Earls, Chichester wrote that the situation “can
only be remedied by planting of English and
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others well affected in fit places.” Chichester
held that none of the fields in which colonization
was then projected equalled Ireland. He re-
marks that he “knows of many who endeavor
the finding out of Virginia, Guiana, and other
remote and unknown countries, and leave this
of our own waste and desolate, which needs be
an absurd folly or wilful ignorance.” The allu-
sion to Sir Walter Raleigh’s projects is trans-
parent. As a matter of fact both the Ulster and
the Virginia plantations took root and bore
abundantly, each deeply affecting the other’s
destiny. On September 17, 1607, less than a fort-
night after the Flight of the Earls, Chichester
advised the English Privy Council that to bring
Ulster to any settled state of order it would be
necessary either to plant strong “colonies of civil
people of England or Scotland” or else drive out
the wild Irishmen to the waste lands “leaving
only such people behind as will dwell under the
protection of the garrisons and forts which
would be made strong and defensible.” He
strongly recommended the former course al-
though he held the latter to be justifiable. At
that period “civil” had a significance for which
the term “civilized” would now be employed.
The term “civilization” did not get into the vo-
cabulary until long afterward, and so late as
1772 it was resisted by Dr. Samuel Johnson as
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an unnecessary innovation which he refused to
admit into his dictionary. When Bacon and
Chichester spoke of introducing civility into Ire-
land they had in mind substituting legally or-
ganized communities for the tribal groups.

The home Government was quite ready to act
upon the suggestion and the response was
prompt and decided. The Chief Secretary of
State was Robert Cecil, a cousin of Francis
Bacon. Cecil had served Elizabeth as Secretary
of State and had been continued in the position
with augmented power by James, who in 1605
conferred upon him the title of Earl of Salisbury.
In advance of the action of the English Privy
Council, Salisbury wrote to Chichester assuring
him of support and on September 29, 1607, the
ground plan of the Ulster plantation was thus
formulated in a communication from the Privy
Council to Chichester:

“For the plantation which is to follow
upon attainder, the King in general ap-
proves of his (Chichester’s) project, being
resolved to make a mixture of the inhabi-
tants, as well Irish as English and Scotch;
to respect and favor the Irish that are of
good note and desert, and to make him
(Chichester) specially judge thereof; to
prefer English that are and have been servi-
tors before any new men from hence; to
assign places of most importance to men of
best trust; and generally to observe these
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two cautions;—first, that such as be planted
there be not needy, but of a reasonable suf-
ficiency to maintain their portions; secondly,
that none shall have a vast, but only a rea-
sonable proportion; much less that any one
of either nation shall be master of a whole
country. But before this plantation can be
digested and executed, much must be pre-
pared by himself (Chichester), as His
Majesty is to be better informed of the lands
to be divided; what countries are most meet
to be inhabited; what Irish fit to be trusted;
what English meet for that plantation in
Ireland; what offers are or will be made
there; what estates are fit to be granted; and
what is to be done for the conviction of the
fugitives, because there is no possession or
estate to be given before their attainder.”

The tenor of official dispatches makes it clear
that the Flight of the Earls was regarded as a
good opportunity for radical treatment of the
Ulster situation, “that those countries be made
the King’s by this accident,” to use Salisbury’s
own words. By the term “servitors” is meant
officers in the King’s service in Ireland, who
knew the country and had had experience in
dealing with the natives. The need of careful
management was appreciated by the Govern-
ment, for in the preceding reign three attempts
had been made at Ulster colonization, all ending
in total failure. These had been in the nature
of grants of territory to individual adventurers
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who undertook to take possession and bring in
tenants, but who were unable to overcome the
resistance of the native Irish, desperately op-
posed to the intrusion of individual holdings in
their tribal territory. The Government was de-
termined that the next attempt of the kind should
be made in sufficient force.

The information demanded by the home Gov-
ernment was submitted under date of January
28, 1608, in “a project for the division and plan-
tation of the escheated lands,” etc., prepared by
the Privy Council of Ireland. This is a long
document in which for the first time the planta-
tion scheme took definite form. It included a
schedule of available lands in the six escheated
counties, with a scheme of allotment. The dif-
ferent classes of Undertakers and the size of their
holdings to be allowed to them were designated,
and the main points of the scheme as finally car-
ried into effect were set forth.

Not long after the transmission of this project
the O’Dogherty rebellion broke out. With its
suppression work on the project was resumed
and in September, 1608, Chichester prepared a
detailed statement entitled Certain Notes of
Remembrances Touching the Plantation and
Settlement of the Escheated Lands in Ulster,
which he gave to Chief Justice Ley and Attorney-
General Davies as their instructions in sending
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them to England to confer with the King and
Privy Council. This was a soldier’s review of
the Ulster situation, county by county, noting
the force and disposition of the natives, and
mentioning the places that should be strongly
occupied to guard the peace of the plantation.

The outcome of these reports and conferences
was the publication of Orders and Conditions To
Be Observed by the Undertakers issued by
the King and Privy Council in March, 1609.
The preamble sets forth that “many persons
being ignorant of the conditions whereupon His
Majesty is pleased to grant the said land are im-
portunate suitors for greater portions than they
are able to plant, intending their private profit
only and not the advancement of the public ser-
vice.” The orders then set forth conditions of
allotment and occupation similar in general to
those proposed in the project of January 23,
1608, framed by the Irish Privy Council.

From now on the course of events spreads out
in Ireland, England and Scotland, and an at-
tempt to follow chronological order would con-
fuse the narrative. A chronology appended to
this chapter gives the sequence of events, but
comment upon them can be made most con-
veniently by a topical arrangement.

While the home Government was arranging to
get responsible Undertakers, the Irish Adminis-



26 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

tration was busy getting the lands ready for
occupation. On July 21, 1609, a new commis-
sion, with Chichester himself at the head, was
appointed to survey the country and mark fit
places for settlement. The letters of Davies, who
was on this commission, give a picturesque ac-
count of its proceedings. It was accompanied
by surveyors who worked under guard, for “our
geographers,” wrote Davies, “do not forget what
entertainment the Irish gave to a map-maker
about the end of the late rebellion.” When he
“came into Tyrconnell the inhabitants took off
his head, because they would not have their
country discovered.” The thoroughness with
which the commissioners did their work is at-
tested by the completeness of their records.
Abstracts of title were made, and detailed maps
were prepared, for which there is still so much
demand that the British Government issues fac-
simile copies, with the exception of the map of
Donegal which has been lost. On June 5, 1610,
Chichester received the King’s warrant to pre-
pare a new commission to put the settlers in
possession and on August 28, 1610, this commis-
sion issued a proclamation that the allotted lands
were open for occupation.

Meanwhile Court influence had been exerted
to induce the City of London to take part in the
enterprise. At that time London was still a
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medieval city, surrounded by walls the gates of
which were shut at a certain hour. The popula-
tion was less than 250,000, and even this number
was regarded as overcrowding the area so as to
invite outbreaks of the plague, deaths from which
cause in London amounted to 30,561 in 1603.
One of the arguments used in support of coloni-
zation projects was that they would draw off
surplus population and thus avert the periodical
visitations of the plague. The importance of
London was very much greater than the size of
its population might suggest, for it was the
privileged seat of great chartered companies,
whose transactions ranged far abroad. In that
period a municipal corporation was not so much
a governing body in the modern sense as a mer-
cantile body. It was interested in trade for the
advantage of the burgesses far more than in ad-
ministration of public affairs for the benefit of
the inhabitants. Judicial and administrative
functions were vigorously exercised as an inci-
dent of charter privileges and for their protec-
tion, but the conception of a public trusteeship
for the general welfare was still undeveloped.
It was not until 1684 that the lighting of the
streets was made a public function. The dirty
and turbulent town was a mixture of squalor and
magnificence, but its merchant princes were a
recognized power in the State and the King and
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his Council were anxious to interest them in the
Ulster project. One difficulty in the way was
that schemes of American colonization were then
attracting business adventure. Much was known
about Ireland; it was a stale subject fraught with
disagreeable associations. Little was known of
America, and impressions originally derived
from the East attached to it, as the term “West
Indies” still bears witness, as also the common ap-
pellation of the American aborigines. The men-
tion of Ireland called up notions of hard knocks
and poor gains, while concerning America there
were vague but alluring notions compounded of
traditional belief in the gorgeous opulence of
India, of genuine trade knowledge of the value
of its products, and of rumors of vast treasure-
gained by the Spanish in America. Among the
corporate powers of the Loondon Company that
founded Jamestown in May, 1607, was the right
to search for mines and to coin money. No such
golden lure could be held out in behalf of Ire-
land. It was felt that special efforts were neces-
sary to impress upon the City magnates the
business advantages to be derived from Irish
colonization. The King had a statement pre-
pared for the purpose entitled Motives and
Reasons To Induce the City of London To Un-
dertake Plantation in the North of Ireland. An
appeal is made to civic pride by citing “the
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eternal commendation” gained by Bristol, which
city in the reign of Henry II. rebuilt and
populated Dublin, and the hope is expressed
that “this noble precedent were followed by the
City of London in these times.” The King de-
sired that London do for Derry what Bristol did
for Dublin, and he submits a detailed statement
of the natural resources, industrial opportunities
and commercial facilities of the north of Ireland,
which in view of actual results does not seem to
be much inflated. His assertion that materials
for the linen trade are “finer there and more
plentiful than in all the rest of the Kingdom”
was eventually borne out by the establishment of
the linen industry for which the North of Ireland
has since been famous. This appeal together
with the project of plantation as formulated in
Orders and Conditions T'o Be Observed by Un-
dertakers, was sent to the Lord Mayor, who, on
July 1, 1609, issued a precept to the chartered
companies requesting that they meet to consider
the subject and also to nominate four men from
each company to serve on a committee to repre-
sent the City in the negotiation. The City com-
panies were apparently reluctant to engage in
the enterprise, and a few years later when some
differences occurred as to the terms of the bar-
gain, it was officially declared that the City had
at last yielded to pressing importunity. The
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record shows that the companies did not move
until a second and more urgent precept was is-
sued, dated July 8, 1609. The companies then
sent representatives to meet at Guildhall to dis-
cuss the King’s proposals and deputies were ap-
pointed to answer for the City. Several confer-
ence$ took place between these deputies and the
Privy Council, but the most that the City mag-
nates would agree to do was to look into the mat-
ter. At a conference with the Privy Council held
on Sunday, July 30, 1609, it was decided that the
negotiations should be suspended until “four
wise, grave and discreet citizens should be pres-
ently sent to view the place.” They were to go
at the City’s charges and “make report to the
City, at their return from thence, of their opin-
ions and doings touching the same.”

The official correspondence of that period re-
veals the solicitude of the King and Privy Coun-
cil for the successful conclusion of the negotia-
tion with the City. On August 3, 1609, the Privy
Council wrote to Chichester notifying him that
the City was sending out certain deputies to
view the land and instructing him to provide
such guidance as would impress upon them the
value of the concessions, while “matters of dis-
taste, as fear of the Irish, of the soldiers, of cess,
and such like, be not so much as named.” These
citizens of Iondon, John Brode, goldsmith,
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John Monroes, Robert Treswell, painter, and
John Rowley, draper, doubtless found them-
selves much courted and flattered by the digni-
taries to whom they bore letters of introduction.
In a letter of August 28, written from camp in
Coleraine, to Lord Salisbury of the Privy Coun-
cil, Davies tells how they were all using “their
best rhetoric” on the Londoners.' He mentions
that “one of the agents is fallen sick, and would
fain return, but the Lord Deputy and all the
rest here use all means to comfort and retain him,
lest this accident should discourage his fellow-
citizens.”

However flattered the citizens may have been
by these blandishments their business keenness
was not impaired. On October 13, 1609, Chi-
chester writes that “these agents aim at all the
places of profit and pleasure upon the rivers of
the Bann and Loughfole.” He had endeavored
to meet their demands “whereby he thinks they
depart fully satisfied.” But the soldier evidently
does not repose entire confidence in the disposi-
tion of the civic bargainers, for he remarks that
“he prays God they prove not like their London
women, who sometimes long to-day and loathe
to-morrow.” But the citizens evidently made a
favorable report to the City guilds for in the
following January three conferences took place
in London between the Government and the City
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in which the City’s representatives showed an
eager spirit. The City deputies that went to
Ireland were present and the course of the
proceedings showed that they had prompted de-
mands beyond what the Government had thought
of allowing. The minutes record that on some
points there was “much altercation.” 'The rep-
resentatives of the Government showed an ac-
commodating spirit and eventually an agree-
ment was reached confirmed by articles signed
January 28, 1610. In consideration of various
privileges the City agreed to levy £20,000 in
aid of the proposed plantation. The county of
Coleraine, = thereafter known as Londonderry,
was allotted to the City for colonization, and it
was stipulated that the city of Derry and the
town of Coleraine should be rebuilt. The agree-
ment is set forth in twenty-seven articles, con-
cluding with the provision that “the City shall,
with all speed, set forward the plantation in
such sort as that there be 60 houses built in
Derry and 40 houses at Coleraine by the first
of November following, with convenient forti-
fications.”

Although it was undoubtedly a wise stroke of
policy on the part of the King to enlist the
powerful City guilds in the enterprise, the main-
stay of the Ulster plantation turned out to be
the Scottish participation, which does not seem
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to have been originally regarded as important.
Although from the first there was an understand-
ing between Chichester and the English Privy
Council that eventually the plantation would be
opened to Scotch settlers, no steps were taken in
that direction until the plans had been matured.
If meanwhile any expectations of a share were
entertained in Scotland there was no legal basis
for them. Ireland belonged to the Knglish
Crown and although the King of Scotland was
also King of England, the two kingdoms were
then quite separate and distinct. The first pub-
lic announcement of any Scottish connection with
the Ulster plantation appears in a letter of
March 19, 1609, from Sir Alexander Hay, the
Scottish secretary resident at the English Court,
to the Scottish Privy Council at Edinburgh.
The tone of the letter shows that he was all agog
with the news of the fine prospects opening up
for the Scotch. Hay relates that he had been
present by command at a meeting of the English
Privy Council, at which he was notified that the
arrangements for the Ulster plantation had been
settled and that the King’s Scottish subjects
were to be allowed a share. Several members of
the Privy Council put down their names in his
presence, and the roll of the English Under-
takers was already complete. The articles re-
quired that every Undertaker for 2,000 acres
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should build a castle of stone, which he feared
“may effraye our people,” but upon inquiry he
learned that “nothing was meant thereby bot
any litill toure or peill suche as are common in
our Bordouris.” He was also curious to know
how great an area 2,000 acres would be, and was
told that it meant a property two miles square
of arable land and pasture, without counting at-
tached wood and bog. He suggests to the Coun-
cil that here is a great opportunity for Scotland,
since “we haif greitt advantage of transporting
of our men and bestiall in regard we lye so near
to that coiste of Ulster.” The Scottish Privy
Council acted promptly. On March 28 orders
were issued for public proclamation of the good
things now available upon ‘“certain easy, toler-
able and profitable conditions,” which the King
had offered “out of his unspeikable love and
tendir affectioun toward his Ma jesties subjectis”;
and those of them “quho ar disposit to tak ony
land in Yreland” were requested to present their
desires and petitions to the Council. The King’s
ancient subjects responded so heartily that by
September 14 the allotments applied for by
seventy-seven persons amounted to 141,000 acres
although Hay had reckoned the Scottish share at
90,000 acres. In the following year the matter
of 'Scottish participation was taken over by the
English Privy Council, and when the list of the
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Scottish Undertakers was finally revised and
completed, the number had been reduced from
seventy-seven to fifty-nine, and of these only
about eighteen had been among the original
seventy-seven. Instead of the 141,000 acres ap-
plied for, the final award allotted 81,000 acres
to Scotch Undertakers.

Military considerations presided over arrange-
ments for the plantation. Hence the scheme
provided that the natives should have locations
of their own, while the settlers should be massed
in districts so that their united force would con-
front attack. Only the “servitors,” a class of
Undertakers restricted to officers in the public
service in Ireland, were permitted to have Irish
tenants. 'The design was that the servitors
should have estates adjacent to the Irish reser-
vations, to “defend the borders and fortresses
and suppress the Irishry.” This expression oc-
curs in a letter of May, 1609, from the Bishop
of Armagh urging a postponement of actual oc-
cupation until the following spring, one of his
reasons being that it would be dangerous for the
English Undertakers to start until the servitors
were ready. The lands were divided into lots of
2,000, 1,500 and 1,000 acres, designated respect-
ively as great, middle and small proportions.
Each Undertaker for a great or middle propor-
tion had to give bond, in £400 or £300 respect-
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ively, that within three years he would build a
stone or brick house with a “bawn,” fortified en-
closure, and he was required to have ready in
his house “12 muskets and calivers, 12 hand
weapons for the arming of 24 men.” The Un-
dertaker for a small proportion had to give bond
in £200 that he would build a bawn. The
Scotch and English Undertakers for great pro-
portions were under obligation “within three
vears to plant or place upon the said proportion
48 able men, aged 18 years or upward, born in
England or inward parts of Scotland.” Appli-
cations for estates were open to three classes:
(1) English or Scottish persons generally, (2)
servitors, (3) natives of Ireland. The estates
of 2,000 acres were charged with knight’s service
to the King in capite; those of 1,500 acres with
knight’s service to the Castle of Dublin; and
those of 1,000 acres with the tenure of common
socage. That is to say the larger estates were
held by the military tenure of the feudal system,
while the small proportions were simply held by
perpetual lease at a fixed rent. 'The yearly rent
to the Crown for every 1,000 acres was 5£ 6s 8d
for Undertakers of the first sort, 8£ for the
second and 10£ 13s. 4d. for the native Irish. If
the servitors should plant their lands with Eng-
lish or Scottish tenants they should pay the same
rent as the Undertakers of the first sort. No
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Undertaker or his assign had the right to “alien
or demise any of his lands to a meer Irish, or to
any who will not take the oath of supremacy”
upon pain of forfeiture.

These particulars are taken from the Carew
Manuscripts, which give a summary of the allot-
ments as completed in 1611, making a total of
511,465 acres. Accompanying documents men-
tion by name 56 English Undertakers holding
81,500 acres, 59 Scottish holding 81,000 acres,
and 59 servitors holding 49,914 acres. The
names of 277 natives are given as holders of allot-
ments in the same precincts with the servitors,
aggregating 52,479 acres. In addition Connor
Roe Maguire received 5,980 acres and “several
Irishmen” are scheduled as holding 1,468 acres,
making a total of 59,927 acres allotted to natives.
The Carew summary lumps together “British
Undertakers and the Londoners” as holders of
209,800 acres. On deducting the 162,500 sched-
uled to English and Scotch Undertakers in the
records accompanying the summary, the Lon-
don allotments appear to have aggregated 47,300
acres. The remainder consisted of church en-
dowments and lands reserved for public uses
such as corporate towns, forts, schools, and hos-
pitals. The College of Dublin received an allot-
ment of 9,600 acres.

The total area appropriated in Ulster for the
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purposes of the plantation has been a contro-
versial issue and estimates differ greatly, some
writers putting it at about 400,000 acres while
others contend that it amounted to nearly 4,000,-
000 acres. Such wide difference on a ques-
tion of fact shows that passion has clouded the
issue. The whole of the six counties includes
only 2,836,837 Irish acres, or in English measure
3,785,057 acres. Just how much of this area was
allotted to settlers it is impossible to determine
exactly, notwithstanding the apparently precise
statement made in the Carew records, for it
seems that only cleared land was reckoned. The
Orders and Conditions say that to every pro-
portion “shall be allowed such quantity of bog
and wood as the country shall conveniently af-
ford.” The negotiations with the City of London
show that in that case large claims were made
of privileges appurtenant to the acreage granted,
among them woodlands extending into the ad-
Jjoining county of Tyrone.

Nevertheless there is reason to believe that the
Carew computation of 511,465 acres is a fair
statement of the actual extent of the lands ap-
propriated for the plantation. The principle
upon which the plantation was founded was that
the settlers should be massed in certain districts.
It appears from a letter of Davies that the com-
missioners charged with making the surveys were
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in camp in Ulster nine weeks. In that period of
time they could not have done more than to note
and map areas suitable for tillage and pasture,
and in a report of March 15, 1610, accompany-
ing the transmission of the maps to the English
Privy Council a summary is given of land avail-
able for the plantation aggregating 424,643
acres. There are also indications that appur-
tenant rights were strictly construed. The grant
of woodlands to the City of London was made
with the reservation that the timber was “to be
converted to the use of the plantation, and all
necessary uses in Ireland, and not to be made
merchandize.” It was afterward ordered that
settlers in Donegal and Tyrone should be al-
lowed to take supplies of timber from the Lon-
doners’ lands. The Carew computation of the
area allotted exceeds by 86,822 acres the estimate
of available lands made by the commission of
1610 which suggests that the Carew computation
includes areas of every kind covered by the
grants. This conjecture is strengthened by the
fact that the articles of agreement with London
in 1610 mention only 27,000 acres, whereas the
Carew record made in 1611 of the actual distri-
bution charges the Londoners with 47,800 acres.
Further confirmation is supplied by a report
made in 1618 by Captain George Alleyne as
muster-master of Ulster. It contains the names
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of all the landholders and the number of their
acres, men, muskets, calivers, pikes, halberds and
swords. The holdings of the English and Scot-
tish Undertakers are returned as amounting to
197,000 acres, and of the servitors 51,720 acres,
a total of 248,720 acres. The same items in the
Carew summary aggregate 259,714 acres. So
far as it is possible to test the Carew summary
it appears to cover the total area appropriated
for the occupation and use of the plantation.
That is to say, about 18 per cent. of the total
area of the six escheated counties, including
however all the then desirable lands, was taken
from the native Irish proprietors for the pur-
poses of the plantation, but over 11 per cent. of -
these confiscated lands was allotted to Under-
takers coming forward among the native Irish.
However opinions may differ as to the morality
of the scheme there can be no doubt of the suc-
cess of the plantation. Ulster had been the most
backward province of Ireland. It became the
most populous and wealthy.

CHRONOLOGY

1605 October 2:—Chichester to Salisbury urging the necd
of “planting of English and others well affected” in
Ulster.

1606 Bacon to James I:—“Considerations Touching the
Plantations in Ireland.”

1607 September 4:—Flight of the Earls.
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1609

1610
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September 17:—Chichester urges the need of bring-
ing into Ulster “colonies of civil people of England
and Scotland.”

September 29:—Privy Council replies that the King
is “resolved to make a mixture of the inhabitants,
as well Irish, as English and Scottish.”

April 18:—O’Dogherty captures Derry.

July 5:—O’Dogherty killed.

September :—Chichester sends to the Privy Council
“Certain Notes of Remembrances touching the
Plantation and Settlement of the Escheated Lands.”
March:—The Privy Council issues “Orders and
Conditions to be observed by the Undertakers.”
March 19:—Letter from the Scottish Secretary of
State in London to the Scottish Privy Council at
Edinburgh announcing that Scots are to share in the
Ulster Plantation.

March 28:—Proclamation of the Scottish Privy
Council inviting applications for Ulster lands.

July 14:—Deputies chosen by the London Guilds to
confer with the Privy Council on the matter of
taking part in the Ulster Plantation.

July 21:—Commissioners appointed to make allot-
ments and to mark fit places for settlement.

July 80:—Four citizens of London sent at the City’s
charge to view the country.

January 28:—Articles of Agreement with the City
of London for the rebuilding of Derry and the
planting of Coleraine.

June 5:—Chichester receives the King’s warrant to
appoint a new commission for Ulster to remove the
natives and put the settlers in possession.

August 28:—Proclamation from commissioners that
lands allotted are open for occupation.



CHAPTER II

THaE LLAND AND THE PEOPLE

The feature of the physical geography of Ire-
land that has influenced its politics is the absence
of mountain coverts or physical barriers capable
of sheltering a native race after the manner of
the Highlands of Scotland. No such demarca-
tion of culture on physical lines as between the
Highlands and the Lowlands of Scotland could
be established. No such saying as that “the Firth
of Forth bridles the wild Hielander” could be-
come current. In Ireland there is no dominating
mountain mass. Small clusters of mountains
stud the rim of the island, almost encircling a
central plain, but there is everywhere easy ac-
cess from the coast to the interior by valley
roads, and at some places the central plain
comes clear to the coast. Narrow shallow seas
separate Ireland from Great Britain and
the strait between Ireland and Scotland at its
narrowest point is only thirteen and a half
miles wide.

During the period of barbarism in Europe,

before races became united to the soil to form
412
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nations and while the State was still migra-
tory, Ireland’s openness to invasion invited de-
scents upon the land. Extent and variety of
invasion form the theme of the legendary history
of early Ireland. Tribal successes figure as the
founding of groups of kingdoms, the might and
renown of which are so embellished by legend
that it is well to remember that the island is only
302 miles in its greatest length with an average
breadth of about 110 miles. It is a law of history
that when cultures meet legends are apt to blend.
One of the world’s great epics is a monument of
this process, Vergil’s Z&neid, in which the
foundation of Rome is connected with the fall
of Troy. This mythical relationship was not
conceived until the expansion of Roman power
had established close contact with the East. As
Ireland entered the circle of European culture its
own legendary history received strong tinctures
from both classical and Biblical sources. Ac-
cording to some of the bards arrivals in Ireland
before the deluge were numerous, and among
other visitors three daughters of Cain are men-
tioned. A few weeks before the Flood a niece
of Noah, named Cesara, arrived in Ireland with
a party of antediluvians. After the Flood set-
tlements were made by colonists from Greece,
Scythia, Egypt and Crete. Before leaving the
East the colonists intermarried with descendants
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of most of the heroes of Biblical history, and
Judean princesses supplied sacred treasures for
transmission to Ireland. There are old Irish
genealogies that extend without a break to
Magog, the son of Japhet, the son of Noah.
Lists are given of Kings of Ireland that were con-
temporar)} with the rulers of the Assyrians, the
Medes, the Persians, the Greeks and the
Romans. In like manner the legendary history
of Poland tells how the ancient rulers of the land
subdued Crassus, King of the Parthians, and
inflicted severe defeats upon Julius Casar. The
curious mixture of myths in Irish legendary his-
tory is well illustrated by those which attach to
the Lia Fail, or Stone of Destiny, preserved in
the coronation chair of the Kings of England.
It was brought into England by Edward 1., who
captured it in 1296 at Scone, where the Kings
of Scotland were crowned. The legend runs
that it was the stone on which Jacob pillowed
his head at Bethel, and was handed down to his
heirs, ultimately coming into the possession of
Irish colonists, who carried the stone with them
and set it up on the hill of Tara. Thence the
stone was carried into Scotland, where its
authentic history begins. It is a sacred stone of
great antiquity, but geologists find it to be of
local material and archaologists class it among
the menhirs, or memorial stones of the period of
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barbarism, specimens of which are found in
many countries.

The barbarian culture that is found in Ireland
when authentic history begins is commonly desig-
nated Celtic, and upon this classification much
historical hypothesis has been set up. Some
writers have predicated the existence in prehis-
toric times of a great Celtic Empire extending

11t appears from the following, in the weekly edition of the
London Times, September 22, 1911, that the legendary history of
the Coronation Stone still receives credence:

“Archdeacon Wilberforce, preaching at Westminster Abbey on
Sunday, said that it fell to his lot during the preparations at the
Abbey for the Coronation to guide to the Coronation Stone a
well-known antiquary who had made a study of its history.

“The antiquary was convinced that it was the stone on which
Jacob rested his head when he had the vision of angels at Bethel,
and that from that night it was considered sacred and carried
from place to place. He believed it was that stone that Moses
struck, and that it was carried by the Israelites during their
40 years of wandering. He pointed to a big cleft in the back
from which the water gushed out. He also indicated two rusted
iron staples deeply sunk, one at each end, by which it was car-
ried, He traced the stone to Solomon’s Temple, and from thence,
after the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, to Spain, thence to
Ireland, thence to Scone, and from Scotland to Westminster
Abbey.

“Mr. E. S. Foot writes from 13, Marlboroughplace, St. John’s-
wood: ‘The late Dean Stanley, in his Memorials of Westmin-
ster, pages 594-5-6, sets out the authorities, Professor Ramsay,
Director of the Geological Survey of England, and his colleague,
Mr. Geikie, who, after minute investigation, were satisfied that
the stone is old red sandstone, exactly resembling that which
forms the doorway of Dunstaffnage Castle, which exactly agrees
with the character of the Coronation Stone itself. “The rocks of
Egypt, so far as I know [Mr. Geikie], consist chiefly of mum-
mulitic limestone, of which the Great Pyramid is built. I have
never heard of any strata occurring there similar to the red
sandstone, of the Coronation Stone.”’”
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across Europe. The material upon which such
conjectures are based is chiefly derived from ref-
erences in Greek and Latin writers to the Keltoi
or Celte in different parts of Europe. But
upon examination the terms are not found to
possess a specific value, but are rather a general
designation like our term “barbarians.” The term
“Keltoi” was first used to designate the barbarian
neighbors of the Greek colony on the site of
modern Marseilles in Southern France. Ac-
cording to Herodotus the country from the
Danube to the Western Ocean was occupied by
the Keltoi. 'Tribes later classed as German or
Teutonic were once classed among the Celta.
Inferences as to the existence of Celtic empire,
because ancient writers spoke of Keltoi in the
East and in the West, seem to be as little war-
ranted as would be belief in the existence of an
extensive empire among the American aborigi-
nes because of reports of encounters with Indian
tribes in widely separated places.

Although as an ethnic term “Celtic” is a vague
appellation, it is quite different as a philological
term. It is applied to a well-defined group of
the Indo-European family of languages, in-
cluding Irish, Scottish, Gaelic, Manx, Welsh,
Cornish, and Breton. The philological evidence
is conclusive that these are all varieties of one lan-
guage. Characteristics of Celtic speech are dis-
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cerned by some philologists in specimens of the
language of the ancient Gauls that have been
preserved by classical writers, and indications
of Celtic place names have been noted as far
east as the Dniester River. But it is observed
by the authorities that there is no evidence of
-any considerable Celtic infusion in either the
Teutonic or the Romance languages, such as
might be expected if dialect forms found in his-
toric times had arisen on a basis of Celtic culture.
Thus it would appear that Celtic names in
Europe mark either stages in tribal migration
westward or places whose Celtic inhabitants be-
came subject to other peoples thus losing their
own language and racial identity.

Thus, whether the matter be viewed in its
ethnic or in its linguistic aspects, there appears
to be no real support for the romantic conjecture
still put forth in the name of history, according
to which the Celtic peoples are relics of a once
mighty nation spreading over Kurope and con-
testing with Greece and Rome for the empire
of the Western World. When the Celtic tribes
appear in the full light of history they are all
found in the west of Europe. They hold western
parts of England and Scotland; they hold Ire-
land, the most western of the British Islands;
and also Brittany, the most western part of
France. The hypothesis that best fits the his-
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toric facts is that the Celtic tribes were the
foremost wave of Indo-European migration
westward, pressed to the remotest regions by
succeeding waves. This hypothesis agrees with
the well authenticated fact that Ireland did ex-
perience a series of invasions. The process of
migration is historically exhibited in the case of
the Celts of Brittany, who migrated thither from
the Saxon invasions of England during the fifth
and sixth centuries. This hypothesis does not
imply that the process would not have widely
separated stages, or that it may not have been ac-
companied by long periods of settlement on the
European continent, or that the westward move-
ment was necessarily the result of the onslaught
of other Indo-European tribes, although ethnic
collisions probably influenced the movement. It
should be remembered that early forms of the
State are very migratory. The crude technol-
ogy of barbarians tends to exhaust the natural
resources of any locality occupied by them. The
natural fertility of Ireland, and particularly the
richness and quick growth of its natural pasture,
would be very attractive to barbarians. Ener-
getic, roving peoples reaching the northern coasts
of the mainland would eventually reach Ireland.

The enthusiastic assiduity of Irish antiquar-
ians has extracted from scanty material proofs
that in Ireland Celtic character developed its
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fairest flower and Celtic culture attained its
finest expression. The known facts do not dis-
credit the claim. 'The name of the country
was associated with traditions of racial dignity
and culture. The archaological evidence har-
monizes with these traditions. Ancient gold
ornaments, bronze weapons and articles of do-
mestic use have been disinterred, giving evidence
of native acquaintance with the working of
metals and of the existence of artistic crafts.
Trade went on between Ireland and the Mediter-
ranean countries from the earliest times. Roman
coins both of the republican and of the early im-
perial period have been found at a number of
widely separated points. The fact that Roman
geographers regarded Ireland as midway be-
tween Spain and Britain points to the existence
of direct traffic between Irish and Spanish ports.
The escape of St. Patrick, when a youth, from
captivity in Ireland was made by the favor of
a party of traders who had among the merchan-
dise they shipped from Ireland a pack of Celtic
hounds, a breed highly valued in Southern
Europe. It has been plausibly conjectured that
Patricius owed his escape to the fact that he had
learned to tend such hounds while in the service
of his master. That the traffic should be going
on at such a period shows that it was a thing of
long custom, for the times were not such as to
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encourage new enterprise. The Vandals, Sueves
and Alans entered Gaul at the end of A.D. 406,
followed in a few years by the Visigoths. Bar-
barian bands ravaged the country, looting,
slaying and burning, until considerable regions
became a desolate wilderness. In his account of
his journey with the traders through Southern
Gaul after making a landing, Patricius says they
journeyed as through a desert for eight and
twenty days in all, in danger of dying from
starvation.

Christianity must have entered Ireland
through the intercourse of trade, its case in this
respect being like that of Armenia and Abys-
sinia. 'The system of reckoning Easter employed
by the Celtic church was obsolete in Rome and
in the churches of Gaul before St. Patrick began
his apostolic labors in Ireland in the fifth cen-
tury. Professor Bury, who in his Life of St.
Patrick has made an exhaustive examination of
the evidence, concludes that this and some other
typical differences between Ireland and the con-
tinent in Christian practice were due to the fact
that an early form of Christianity had taken root
before the arrival of St. Patrick. When Ireland
made its appearance in European history it was
as a center from which radiated a Christianity of
a distinctly Celtic type. This implies that Chris-
tian doctrine found a cultural basis upon which
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to organize a native church. The specialist who
supplied the Encyclopaedia Britanica article
on the “Early History of Ireland” remarks:
“The exalted position occupied by the learned
class in ancient Ireland perhaps affords the key
to the wonderful outbursts of scholarly activity
in Irish monasteries from the sixth to the ninth
centuries.” 'That this scholarly activity was not
an importation of classical learning is attested
by evidence that prior to the seventh century the
literary documents of the Irish church were com-
posed in Irish. Professor Bury has pointed out
that it was not until a later period that composi-
tions in Latin began to appear alongside of
literary productions in the vernacular.

The case of Ireland, when -carefully con-
sidered, does not appear to be peculiar as regards
ethnic origins. It is not disputed that the Irish
are cognates of peoples that have founded highly
organized States in England and on the conti-
nent. That the Irish did not do so is to be at-
tributed to historical accidents. Of these, the
" most far-reaching in its effects was the fact that
Irish tribal forms of social and political organi-
zation were never broken up by passing under
the harrow of Roman law. Another important
circumstance was that the spread of Christianity
in Ireland retained and utilized tribal institu-
tions that on the continent were broken down
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and discarded. When Charlemagne was ham-
mering Christianity into the heathen Saxons in
the eighth century he was smashing their tribal
system at the same time. At that period Ire-
land had been a Christian country for centuries,
and was famous as a center of missionary activity
and yet it still retained its archaic pattern of
social and political organization. 'The Irish
kings, with some vicissitudes, successfully re-
sisted invasions that were triumphant in Eng-
land. In the first quarter of the eleventh century
when the empire of Canute the Dane extended
over England, Denmark, Norway, and part of
Sweden, Ireland was under native princes whose
historiographers could point to a succession of
victories over the Northmen, destroying their
settlements and uprooting their power.

It was not until the Norman invasion estab-
lished a State in England with consolidated
resources and centralized authority that the mili-
tary inferiority of Irish institutions was mani-
fested in the relations between the two countries.
But while thereafter Ireland remained a prey
to English invasion, her tribal polity displayed
marked capacity for absorbing the invaders into
the mass of native Irish. Irish nationality is a
modern concept. Ancient and medizval Ire-
land was a country given over to internecine war-
fare. Foreign intervention in the aid of some
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native interest was sought and welcomed. A
native chronicler, referring to the Anglo-
Norman invasion beginning in 1169, says:
“arl Strongbow came into Erin with Dermod
Mac Murrough to avenge his expulsion by
Roderick, son of Turlough O’Connor; and Der-
mod gave him his own daughter and a part of
his patrimony, and Saxon foreigners have been
in Erin since then.” The Norman adventurers
tried to carve the land into feudal fiefs, and the
feudal system came into violent conflict with the
Irish tribal system, but the latter showed greater
endurance. The Anglo-Norman nobles found
the vague, customary powers of Irish chiefry
more favorable to their authority than the more
explicitly defined rights and duties of a feudal
lord. When Henry VIII. came to the throne of
England in 1509, many old Anglo-Norman
families had either disappeared or were merged
into the Celtic mass. English polity was re-
stricted to an area extending over a radius of
about twenty miles from Dublin, known as the
“Pale,” and a still smaller area about Kilkenny.
Over the greater part of the island Celtic tribal
institutions still supplied the legal and political
framework of society. It was not until after the
accession of James I. that the division of the
land into counties was completed, and Ulster
was the last province to be brought under civil
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Jjurisdiction. In Elizabeth’s time a scheme of
county organization for Ulster was adopted, but
there was no machinery of government. Sir
John Davies says of the period before Chiches-
ter’s administration: “The law was never ex-
ecuted in the new counties by any sheriff or
Jjustices of assize; but the people were left to be
ruled still by their own barbarous lords and laws.”

The distinctive characteristics of Irish history
may be attributed chiefly to the fact that an
archaic type of polity was accidentally preserved
to modern times. The struggles and sufferings
that ensued from the clash of cultures were such
as have always attended such a situation. It
was with reference to this that Sir Henry Maine
in his Ancient Law remarked: “The history
of political ideas begins with the assumption that
kinship in blood is the sole possible ground of
community in political functions, nor is there
any of those subversions of feeling which we
emphatically call revolutions so startling and
so complete as the change which is established
when some other principle, such as that for in-
stance of local contiguity, establishes itself for
the first time as the basis of common political
action.”

When recorded history begins the Greek and
the Latin tribes are discovered in the throes of
this revolution from which civilization issued.
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On the continent of Europe the change took
place in the darkness of barbarism and left few
records to history. The peculiarity of Ireland’s
case is that it was, as Lord Bacon observed,
the last European country to pass from tribal
status to civil polity. But that very circum-
_stance now makes her native institutions spe-
cially interesting to scholars. What Bacon
deplored as barbarous customs and habits that
“enchant them in savage manners” are now the
very things in which students are chiefly inter-
ested, for detailed knowledge of them would
throw light upon the social and political organi-
zation of all the Indo-European tribes in the
prehistoric period. An elaborate apparatus ex-
isted for the perpetuation of the customary laws
and historical traditions of the tribe. There
were brehons, who were repositories of tribal
law; shanahs who were genealogists and inci-
dentally recorders of titles of lands; rhymers
who related the deeds of the heroes; and harp-
ers, whose music celebrated the honor of the
sept. Biographers of Thomas Moore tell us
that his Irish Melodies are based upon Irish
folk songs, a fact which must impress one with
the variety and refinement of musical rhythms
native to Ireland, and also serve to corroborate
archaological evidence to the effect that artistic
culture was attained under native institutions.
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In thus drawing upon native Irish sources
Moore enriched the metrical resources of Eng-
lish verse and established his own best claim to
fame. It seems to have been no more than a
plain statement of the actual facts of the case
when the poet wrote:
“Dear Harp of my Country! In darkness I found
thee,
The cold chain of silence had hung o’er thee long,

When proudly, my own Island Harp, I unbound thee,
And gave all thy chords to light, freedom and song!”

‘'The point at which the clash of Irish tribal
status and English law was most acute was in
the matter of land tenure. Although English
law admitted various kinds of tenure in land it
was exacting and insistent on the point of indi-
vidual rights. Under the tribal system surviv-
ing in Ireland the individual had no rights as
such defined by law, but as a tribesman he had
certain traditional privileges in the common
lands of the tribe conditioned upon customary
dues and service to his chief, so vague that they
might vary greatly according to the disposition
and opportunity of the chief. The sort of tribal
communism that existed in Ireland is exempli-
fied in the following petition of one Neale
O’Donnell to Chichester, October 9, 1613:

“It is not unknown to your lordship that
the Irish gentry did ever make their fol-
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lowers’ purses their only exchequer. And
I beseech your lordship (now anew) to take
notice that mine ancestors left me as great
an inheritance (in this kind) as any other
man’s did unto himself. Of which stock, as
I never employed any part (of things given
by myself) unanswerably claim as any Ul-
cestrian whatever. My humble suit, there-
fore, unto your honorable good lordship is,
that as your honor has restored their com-
mins unto all others, so you would . . .
help me unto my commins also. ... I
beseech your lordship, in regard to them,
to cause my tenants (or if need be, force
them) to bring up my children to school
till I otherwise dispose of my commins at
least.”

These “comynes,” for so the term usually ap-
pears in the State Papers, denotes a custom based
upon the relations of the chief of a sept to his
people. He claimed all the lands as his in trust
for his people. It is a trusteeship that is merely
customary and not legally defined, but it inter-
mingles his private estate and the common
wealth. His own exertions belong to his func-
tions as ruler, judge and captain of his people.
Instead of gathering wealth into his own pos-
session, he distributes cattle or other goods
among his people and in return they provide for
his wants, rear his children and meet the ex-
penses of their education. These dues are the
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chief’s comynes. In instructions issued August
28, 1610, for settling claims of comynes, Chiches-
ter remarks that some of the tenants and fol-
lowers of the Irish gentry “have by their cus-
toms of comynes gotten into their hands the
greater part of those goods and chattels; and
are, therefore, in far better estate than their land-
lords, except there be restitution made of some
just portion thereof to him or them from whom
the same have been received by way of comynes.”

Such facts show how closely the interests of
the native gentry were bound up with the main-
tenance of tribal custom in land tenure. The
principal chiefs frequently showed themselves
not averse to taking ‘title from the English
Crown for themselves, but they were bent on
keeping their people in the position of tenants-
at-will, their holdings subject to the disposition
of the chief. It was the policy of the English
Government to break up this dependence of the
people upon the will of their chiefs. In one of
his early letters from Ireland Sir John Davies
pointed out that it was just by such control over
~tenants that the feudal barons of the Middle
Ages were able to carry on rebellion:

“Whereas, at this day, if any of the great
lords of England should have a mind to
stand upon their guard, well may they have
some of their household servants and re-
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tainers, or some few light-trained fractious

gentlemen to follow them; but as for those

tenants who have good leases for years . . .

those fellows will not hazard the losing of

their sheep, their oxen and their corn, and
the undoing of themselves, their wives and
children, for the love of the best landlord in

England.”

Just such independence on the part of their
tenants the Irish chiefs instinctively feared, and
their obstinate resistance to surrendering their
tribal sovereignty was the root from which rebel-
lion kept growing. The collective right of the
people to the soil, characteristic of Irish tribal
polity, has received much praise from writers in
our own times as an arrangement securing the
individual against social degradation and the
pressure of want. So judicial a historian as
Lecky says of the Irish clansman: “His posi-
tion was wholly different from and in some re-
spects very superior to that of an KEnglish
tenant.” His superiority consisted in the fact
that whereas the English tenant had to pay rent
and in case of default might be ejected, “the
humblest clansman was a co-proprietor with his
chief.” But in practice this co-partnership gen-
erally meant that the clansman retained only
what his chief chose to leave him. The indus-
trious could not possess for themselves the re-
wards of their industry, and as invariably
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happens in all such cases industry did not
thrive. There was no motive for people to build
and improve, when their accumulations might
be appropriated by the chiefs and they them-
selves be shifted to other fields.

The system kept the people under primitive
conditions of pastoral life. Some of the chiefs
dwelt in clay houses; others of them followed
“creaghting,” a term denoting the practice of
moving about the country with their live stock,
chief and people living in booths made of boughs
coated with long strips of turf. Such habitations
could be easily run up and lightly abandoned.
“Such are the dwellings of the very lords among
them,” remarks an English traveler who was in
the country in 1600. What tillage there was was
carried on in the rudest fashion: several horses
were fastened each by the tail to a short plough
with a man to every horse to urge and direct the
animal. In this way they raised oats for their
horses and barley for distilling into whiskey.
The principal flesh meat of the people was pork,
while oatmeal and herbs furnished vegetable
food. There were also supplies of milk and but-
ter, chickens and rabbits. There must have been
a rude plenty, for it appears that wandering
hawkers were familiar visitors to the creaghts,
bargaining for country produce. The chiefs
passed their leisure time hunting in the woods
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and coshering among their tenants. “Cosher-
ing,” from an Irish word meaning feasting or
entertainment, denotes the right of the chief to
free quarters and supplies for himself and his
retinue. This mode of life had such charms that
even Anglo-Irish lords adopted it. At this time
equally primitive conditions existed among the
Celtic peoples of the Scottish Highlands and in-
deed continued there beyond the eighteenth cen-
tury. In Lockhart’s Life of Scott it is related
that on Scott’s first visit to the Highlands he
found his host and three sons, with attendant
gillies, all stretched half asleep in their tartans
on the hearth, with guns and dogs, and a pro-
fusion of game around them. In an enclosure
far below appeared a company of women actively
engaged in loading a cart with manure. Scott
was astonished to find that these industrious
women were the laird’s own lady and her
daughters.

Some writers of our own times have idealized
the pastoral conditions of Celtic Ireland. A
good example of the process is given by a bril-
liant work on Irish Nationality by Alice Stop-
ford Green. She holds that “in the Irish system
we may see the shaping of a true democracy,
a society in which ever broadening masses of the
people are made intelligent sharers in the na-
tional life and conscious guardians of its tra-
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ditions.” This projects into the past the ideas
of the present, for democracy by its terms is a
late, elaborate, complex form of government. In
every form of government power must exist and
be vested somewhere. That the rule of the
people shall actually exist, it must have appro-
priate institutions securing and defining the pub-
lic trusteeship of the actual custodians of
authority, and this requires a long course of
political evolution. Upon close scrutiny all
democratic government is found to rest upon ap-
paratus of sovereignty originally formed on the
basis of prerogative. Any inquiry into the ori-
gin of legal institutions discloses this fact. The
historical process by which modern society was
prepared for democratic government through
the growth of monarchical power has been ac-
curately surveyed by Sidgwick in his Develop-
ment of European Polity. The notion that any
early form of the State possessed a democratic
character is a belated piece of Rousseauism. All
anthropological evidence is in agreement that
political power in its earliest manifestations
takes arbitrary forms. In the primitive form of
the State, specimens of which have been de-
tected among the Australian aborigines, politi-
cal authority is of a piece with family authority,
authenticating itself by its mere presence and

power. The community commands and disposes
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of the lives of its units by transactions as instinct-
ive and impulsive as the habits of bees or ants.
The advance from primitive savagery into bar-
barism is marked by differentiations of tissue in
the social organism. The formation of the
priest class and the warrior class is an invariable
concomitant of political evolution, and the de-
velopment of class consciousness precedes the
diffusion of public consciousness. The notion of
individual rights is a late development of politi-
cal evolution, marking a very advanced stage in
the growth of the linguistic apparatus of
thought. No such stage had been reached in
Celtic Ireland. At the opening of the seven-
teenth century its institutions retained their bar-
barian pattern although those institutions were
in their dotage.’

Authentic traditions indicate that in the pre-
Christian period the priest class was a mighty
power in the State, but that period had long
passed away. 'The warrior class, however, still
remained, its arrogance the greater because all
social counterpoise had been removed. Its mem-
bers are frequently referred to in the State
Papers of the period as kerns, galloglasses or
swordsmen. They had the typical characteristics

sIn Appendix A will be found an account by a contemporary
observer of conditions just before the Ulster Plantation that
gives the facts without romance.
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of their class wherever found under tribal polity:
disdain of labor, jealous guardianship of tradi-
tional privilege, fierce tenacity in adhering to
their customary rights to public support.
Everywhere as advancing civilization eliminates
rapine from among the economic resources of the
community, the pretensions of the warrior class
have raised difficulties in the way of establishing
public order. One of the early tasks of Euro-
pean kingship was to put down the robber
knights; and the work was not fully performed
until the invention and improvement of artillery
had transferred the art of war from a hand-made
to a machine-made basis. The Irish galloglasses
—and their close kin, the moss-troopers of the
Scottish Highlands—were survivals of a type
that had long since been extirpated in the area
of Kuropean civilization. Themselves proud of
their rank and its adventurous activities, they
were detested by the settled agriculturists of the
Scottish Lowlands and of the Irish Pale as savage
ruffians and cattle thieves. Blackmail was paid
to the Rob Roys of Ireland as in Scotland. The
Irish State Papers contain accounts of payments
of tribute to the “wylde Iryshe” even by the
King’s officers as a regular charge in public ac-
counts. Returns in the time of Henry VIII.
show a yearly tribute amounting to 740 pounds
paid as the price of immunity from molestation.
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The seventeenth century antiquary William
Camden has given us a picture of the Irish
fighting-men, a company of whom accompanied
Shane O’Neal when he visited the Court of Queen
Elizabeth in the fifth year of her reign. Camden
says the “axe-bearing galloglasses” were ‘“‘bare-
headed, with curled hair hanging down, yellow
surplices dyed with saffron, long sleeves, short
coats and hairy mantles.” These hairy mantles
were the pelts of wild animals, probably wolf
skins. The dexterity and skill with which the
galloglasses wielded the broad battle-axe are
celebrated in English accounts of the Irish wars.
A long sword, mailed tunic and iron helmet
completed the equipment as formed on the mili-
tary practice of the times, but the Irish never
took well to armor, preferring to fight in their
saffron coats. The kerns were light-armed foot-
men, who fought with a skean, or sharp-edged
dagger, and a javelin.

The domination of these warriors was not
compatible with conditions such as can properly
be designated as democratic. They helped them-
selves as of right and the common people sub-
mitted with customary deference, but grudg-
ingly. Any growth of individual ownership,
privacy of habitation or enclosure of land was
in derogation of their class privileges and made
the offender a mark of attack. It is not neces-
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sary to offer evidence to support so obvious a
proposition as that customs permitting an idle
soldiery to rove about the lands of the clan quar-
tering themselves on the people could not be
favorable to morality. In urging upon Queen
Elizabeth his claim to the Earldom of Tyrone,
the succession to which was in dispute, Shane
O’Neal remarked in his petition: “Being a
gentleman, my father never refused no child that
any woman namyd to be his.” In a letter of
May 4, 1606, Sir John Davies remarks that “by
reason and impunity of the common use, the
bastard is of as good reputation as the legitimate,
and doth commonly share the inheritance with
him.”

The difficulties ensuing from the collision of
civilized polity with tribal polity were aggra-
vated by religious differences, and to this cause
may be chiefly attributed the marked divergence
between Celtic Scotland and Celtic Ireland in
their modern history. The Reformation was a
unifying influence in Scotland, a divisive influ-
ence in Ireland. When Henry VIII. began his
war upon papal authority the ancient Celtic
Church, which in its day had made Ireland a
center of Christian activity, had long since disap-
peared, and the establishment that had absorbed
it had become full of the abuses characteristic of
the times. The Irish chiefs were as ready to
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share in the spoil of Henry’s confiscations of
church property in Ireland as the English nobles
were in England. The English governors of
Ireland at the time of the accession of James did
not anticipate much trouble in securing conform-
ity in matters of religion. In a letter to the home
Government, December 8, 1605, Sir John Davies
remarks that “touching this work of reforma-
tion” he was strongly persuaded that “it would
have a general good success, for the Irishry,
priests, people and all will come to church” un-
der official pressure. He mentions how the mass
of the people in England had yielded to their
rulers in the matter of religion, and remarks
that “the multitude was ever made conformable
by edicts and proclamations.” This expectation
was speedily disappointed. For one thing, the
establishment of religion by English law was
made odious by the character of bishops and
clergy. There were illustrious exceptions, but at
the time of the accession of James the general
situation was base. In a report written some
time in 1604, Chief Justice Saxey describes the
bishops as “priests of Jeroboam, taken out of the
basest of the people, more fit to sacrifice to a calf
than to intermeddle with the religion of God.”
Writing in 1606, Sir John Davies says that he
is informed that:
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“The churchmen for the most part
throughout the kingdom were mere idols
and ciphers, and such as could not read; and
yet the most of them, whereof many were
serving men and some horseboys, were not
without two or three benefices apiece.
Nevertheless, for all their pluralities they
were most of them beggars; for the patron
or ordinary, or some of their friends, took
the greater part of their profits by a plain
contract before their institution. . . . And
what is the effect of these abuses? 'The
churches are ruined and fallen down to the
ground in all parts of the kingdom. There
1s no divine service, no christening of
children, no receiving of the sacrament, no
Christian meeting or assembly, no, not once
a year; in a word, no more demonstration of
religion than among Tartars or cannibals.”

This religious desolation afforded a field for
missionary labor, cultivated with such zeal and
energy by the religious orders of the Roman
Catholic Church that the people were gathered
into that communion and confirmed in their at-
tachment as never before. Whatever grounds
for Sir John Davies’ opinion of Irish pliability
existed when it was uttered, they were soon con-
clusively removed. The friars who had been
turned out of doors by Henry’s suppression of
the monasteries had in large numbers continued
to work and preach among the people, and under
the chastening influence of adversity the immo-
ralities formerly charged against some of them
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tended to disappear. The restoration of disci-
pline and the purification of morals were really
facilitated by the prostrate condition of the
church. No legal obstacles would be raised
against correctional measures taken by ecclesias-
tical authority that was itself outlawed. Among
the Irish State Papers for 1618 there is a report
on the work of a Franciscan friar that doubt-
less gives a faithful picture of activities charac-
teristic of this period. At a meeting in the
county of Londonderry the friar had before him
all the priests of those parts to the number of
fourteen. “He prayed long, exhorting them to
reform their wicked lives, telling them of drunk-
enness, whoredom, and lack of devotion and zeal.”
The friar did not depend on exhortation alone
but applied sharp discipline. The report goes
on to say that he “compels all priests to put
away their wives and whores, or else he deprives
them of their living and makes them incapable to
say mass or exercise their functions.”

Such acts imply possession of large ecclesiasti-
cal authority. The State Papers afford plenty
of evidence that persons described as wandering
friars must in fact have been high dignitaries of
the Church of Rome. Eventually the Govern-
ment obtained lists of bishops that had been or-
dained and commissioned to the work in Ireland.
The Jesuits, who flocked into Ireland in large
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numbers, displayed an energy and an activity
that alarmed and incensed the Government offi-
cials. In a report sent to the home Government
October 27, 1607, the Lord Deputy and Council
say that priests and Jesuits land in every part,
sometimes a dozen together and then disperse
themselves:

43

. . in such sort that every town and
county is full of them, and most men’s
minds are infected with their doctrines and
seditious persuasions. They have so gained
the women that they are in a manner all of
them absolute recusants. Children and
servants are wholly taught and catechised by
them. . . . They withdraw many from the
church that formerly had conformed them-
selves; and others of whom good hope had
been conceived, they have made altogether
obstinate, disobedient and contemptuous.”

The movement that the Government officials
describe with so much acrimony they found it
impossible to arrest. The Reformation cut Scot-
land and England away from the papal see, but
left Ireland more firmly united and more deeply
loyal than before, but this religious divergence is
to be attributed rather to historical circumstances
than to any peculiarities of the Irish character.
It is sufficiently accounted for by the Counter-
Reformation by which abuses were corrected,
morals were purified and faith was revived
within the communion of the Church of Rome.
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This revival of spiritual energy was in full vigor
at the time when the Irish people were practically
unchurched. The situation afforded large op-
portunity to the missionary zeal then abounding
and it was utilized with such energy and
devotion as to stamp the national character.
Within a decade there was a change for the
better in the condition of the established
church; but it came too late to recover lost
ground, and the outlawed Church of Rome
remained in secure possession of the loyalty of
the Irish masses.

It is clear enough now that in dealing with
this situation wise statesmanship would have
sought to connect the interests of the masses of
the people with the system of law and order
which it was proposed to introduce. The con-
version of tribal right into legal right should
have been accompanied by an equitable distri-
bution of the land among chiefs and people.
Virtually this process is going on in our own
times under the operation of the land laws, by
schemes of purchase and re-allotment sustained
by the public credit, and the ultimate effect will
undoubtedly be a transformation of Irish social
and political conditions. The time is approach-
ing when it will appear that Irish character is
no more inadequate to sustain orderly and effi-
cient government than any other KEuropean
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stock. It is a matter of race discipline and race
experience rather than of innate disposition.
The qualities of shiftlessness and improvidence
proverbially attributed to the Irish peasantry
used to be imputed to the French peasantry be-
fore the changes in land tenure accomplished by
the French Revolution. But such penetrating
treatment of the situation was beyond the
thought and capacity of statesmanship at the
time of the Ulster plantation. Sovereignty
was too undeveloped, the State was too lacking
in efficient organization to cope with such tasks
as the equitable transfer of a people from a
tribal to a legal status. Outside of the limited
area known as the Pale there were no judges, no
juries, no sessions of the courts in Ireland. The
clansmen lived under the customary law of the
septs, administered by their chiefs. The situ-
ation was something like that which confronted
the English in India nearly two centuries later,
when they acquired administrative authority
over peoples among whom English law did not
extend, and actuated by considerations of ad-
ministrative convenience they set up a landlord
system that disregarded the customary rights to
the soil of the actual cultivators, converting them
from co-proprietors into tenants-at-will. It
eventually turned out that the arrangement
perpetrated injustice, but at the time it pre-
sented itself as a public necessity.
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It is easy to criticize the administrative short-
comings of one age from the mature knowledge
and experience of a later age, but that is not the
way to obtain insight. To appreciate the char-
acter of any age one must read down to it and
not back to it. To understand the nature of
events one must view them in genetic order.
The English administrators in Ireland, working
by the light of their own times, felt no scruples
as to the wisdom and justice of their plans for
reclaiming Ulster from barbarism. The lands
were escheated to the Crown as the result of the
treason of the lords. What more proper course
to pursue than to do as had often been done in
England itself, turn the lands over to the loyal
lords, for occupancy by them and their retainers!
No scruples as to the propriety of the course
actually pursued appear to have been felt by
anybody except Chichester, and his were based
on practical and personal considerations. He
thought it would have been wiser to make a more
liberal provision for the native Irish and he
feared that his own promise to the Irish had not
been sufficiently respected.

Measures by which it was sought to break up
Irish tribal institutions had long been pursued.
In the time of Elizabeth severe laws were passed
against bards and “shanachies,” or historians of
the clan. Soon after the accession of James the
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courts declared illegal the native system of in-
heritance known as tanistry and gavelkind, based
upon the principle of collective ownership. This
had been frequently recommended by English
administrators in Ireland, who regarded it as a
necessary reform. A State Paper of 1611 set
forth among “Motives of Importance for hold-
ing a Parliament in Ireland” that “all the
possessions of the Irish shall from henceforth
descend and be conveyed according to the course
of the common law of England, and not accord-
ing to the barbarous customs of tanistrie or
gavelkinde.” Religious conformity was aimed
at by a series of laws and proclamations against
recusancy, which were futile save as sources of
irritation and which Chichester came to regard
as so troublesome and impolitic that eventually
he resigned rather than administer them.

These measures belong to Irish history in gen-
eral, and in view of the colonization which took
place they were of less immediate importance
in Ulster than elsewhere. The great adminis-
trative task in Ulster was to dispose of the war-
rior class. It was thought that since their trade
was fighting the best thing to do was to send
them into foreign service. Sweden then ranked
as a powerful State aiming at empire, and her
wars with Russia, Poland and Denmark at-
tracted military adventurers, including many
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from Scotland. In 1609 it was arranged that
1,000 Irish fighting-men should be sent to
Sweden. Writing from Fermanagh, September
18, 1609, Chichester says that he had accepted
the submission of two chieftans in that county
with their followers, “who so freely proffered
themselves to this service for avoiding further
danger by the prosecutions he made upon them.”
When ships arrived to transport them to
Sweden Chichester had a different tale to tell.
In a letter, October 8, 1609, he says that “idlers
and swordmen everywhere (especially in the
province of Ulster) now withdrew themselves
into the woods.” Before the end of that month,
however, three ships sailed from Derry with 800
men. Another ship was about departing from
Carlingford when the swordmen seized the ship
and tried to run her ashore so that they might
escape. Chichester acted with characteristic
energy, mustering a force that attacked the ship
with boats and put down the mutiny. Some of
the ringleaders were hanged. 'This ship seems
to have been doomed to disaster, for it was soon
wrecked on the Isle of Man and had to put into
a port of Scotland for relief. There another ship
was hired, but this was driven into Newcastle
where a body of the Irish escaped.

Chichester had a low opinion of swordmen.
“To speak generally,” he said in one of his re-
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ports, “they were all but an unprofitable burden
of the earth, cruel, wild, malefactors, thieves.”
But he had the discernment to observe that it
would be good policy to utilize their own native
customs and habits of allegiance to their chiefs.
Writing to the English Privy Council, October
31, 1609, he recommends that in making levies
for foreign service he be allowed “to appoint the
commanders, such as he in his knowledge and
experience of them shall think most popular with
the nation; for they will distaste and avoid all
strange commanders.” 'This anticipates the
policy pursued by the elder Pitt a century and
a half later when he extracted the spirit of turbu-
lence from the Highland glens by forming the
clansmen into regiments officered by their
chiefs. In Chichester’s day the regimental sys-
tem did not exist, and armies were composed of
casual levies. Chichester found that the sword-
men did not like to enter the Swedish service, an
antipathy readily accounted for when it is re-
membered that the King of Sweden was a
Protestant champion and that the influence of
the Roman Catholic missionaries was now active
among the people. Chichester twice urged the
Privy Council that the swordmen be employed
in the service of Russia rather than of Sweden,
but nothing appears to have come of the sug-
gestion. Nevertheless, it appears from Chiches-



THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE 77

ter’s own statement that he sent away 6,000 men
for service in the Swedish wars.

The removal of so large a number of the war-
rior class seems to have aided in the pacification
of the country. It appears that the common
people were patient and submissive as the Un-
dertakers and their followers made their entry
upon the land. On September 24, 1610, Sir
John Davies wrote to the home Government in
a characteristic strain of cheerful optimism. He
remarks that the natives were choosing to be
tenants-at-will rather than receive land as free-
holders “for which they would be compelled to
serve in juries.” Davies proceeds: “All the
Irish (the chief lords excepted) desire naturally
to be followers, and cannot live without a master,
and for the most part they love every master
alike, so he be present to protect and defend
them.” And therefore he is of opinion that, “if
they were once settled under the servitors, the
bishops, or others who may receive Irish ten-
ants, they would follow them as willingly, and
rest as well contented under their wings, as
young pheasants do under the wings of a home-
hen, though she be not their natural mother.”

Chichester, the soldier, showed a more pene-
trating judgment of the situation than Davies,
the jurist. Writing about the same time that
Davies expressed his confidence in the tranquility
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of Ulster, Chichester expressed doubts as to the
prospects of the plantation:

“But to hinder the same the natives of
those countries will do what in them shall lie,
for they are generally discontented, and re-
pine greatly at their fortunes and the small
quantity of land left them upon the divi-
sion; especially those of the counties of
Tyrone, Ardmagh and Colerayne, who hav-
ing reformed themselves in their habit and
course of life beyond others and the common
expectation held of them (for all that were
able had put on English apparel, and prom-
ised to live in townredes, and to leave their
creaghting) had assured themselves of better
conditions from the King than those they
lived in under their former landlords: but
now they say they have not land given to
them, nor can they be admitted tenants,
which is very grievous unto them.”

Chichester complains that he himself has been
discredited by the proceedings of the land com-
missioners, and “he prays that he may not be
guided by any directions of theirs, for they
know not Ireland so well as he does, especially
Ulster.” He points out that the grievances of
the common people afford grounds upon which
the priests can stir up disaffection. He remarks:

“The priests now preach little other doc-
trine to them, but they are a despised peo-
ple, and worse dealt with than any nation

hath ever been heard or read of; for being
received to mercy upon their humble sub-
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missions, their bodies, goods, and lands were
taken into the King’s protection, but now
they are injuriously thrust out of their
houses, and places of habitation, and be com-
pelled, like vagabonds, to go they know not
whither.”

Chichester concludes that “how ill soever they
be disposed, he sees not how they can rebel in
any great numbers unless they have assistance of
arms and munition from foreign parts.” Never-
theless he suggests that it would be wise to treat
them with more consideration. Chichester has
been represented as a hard, ruthless soldier,
whose policy in Ulster is marked by covetous-
ness, but his own pen has unconsciously drawn
for us his true portrait as a man who excelled his
contemporaries in justice and discernment.

Before the Ulster plantation began there was
already a considerable Scottish occupation of the
region nearest to Scotland. These Scotch set-
tlements were confined to Counties Down and
Antrim, which were not included in the scheme
of the plantation. Their existence facilitated
Scottish emigration to the plantation, and they
were influential in giving the plantation the
Scottish character which it promptly acquired.
Although planned to be in the main an English
settlement, with one whole county turned over
to the City of London alone, it soon became in
the main a Scottish settlement.



CHAPTER 111
Tuage ScorcH MicraTioN TO ULSTER

The racial elements that have gone into the-
making of Scotland are matters upon which
there are sharp differences among specialists in
this field. The first chapter of Andrew Lang’s
History of Scotland gives a statement of the
conflicting views that are expressed upon ethnic
questions. The great question is: Who were the
Picts? An eminent Celtic scholar, Professor
Rhys, mainly upon philological grounds holds
that they were members not of the Celtic but of
some non-Aryan race, enmeshed by Celtic mi-
gration like the Basques of France. Mr. Lang
himself concludes that they were simply a Celtic
tribe, the ancestors in some degree of the present
Highlanders. In Scotland as in England the
historical data point to Teutonic and Scandi-
navian invasion pushing back the Celtic tribes.
Mr. Lang points out that there is no marked
difference in the racial composition of the people
between the Scottish Lowlands and the adjacent
parts of England. In both countries the people

spoke a language now designated as Farly Eng-
80
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lish. The two regions were one geographically.
Mr. Lang remarks: ‘“Nothing in the topog-
raphy of the country contains a prophecy of this
separation of the Teutonic or English conquer-
ors of Southern Scotland into a separate Scot-
tish nation. The severance of the English north
and south of the Tweed was the result of his-
torical events.”

Substantially the same view is taken in T. F.
Henderson’s history of Scottish Vernacular
Literature. He holds that: “The Scottish ver-
nacular is mainly a development of the Teutonic
dialect of that Northumbria which embraces the
more eastern portion of Britain from the Hum-
ber to the Firth of Forth. Here the Saxons ob-
tained a firm footing early in the sixth century,
the Cymri being, after a series of desperate
struggles, either conquered or forced gradually
westward until they concentrated in Cumbria or
Strathclyde, between the Mersey and the Clyde,
where for some centuries they maintained a
fragile independence. . . . The triumph of the
Saxon element was finally assured by the great
influx of Saxons during the period of the Nor-
man conquest. . . . The Teutonic speech and
civilization gradually penetrated into every dis-
trict of the Scottish Lowlands.”

Mr. Henderson points out that “when it first
emerges from obscurity toward the close of the
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fourteenth century, the literary language of
the Scottish Lowlands is found to be practi-
cally identical with that of ¥ngland north of
the Humber.” Early Knglish exhibited three
dialects, Northern, Midland and Southern.
The Midland dialect became the sole literary lan-
guage of England, the Northern and the South-
ern dialects ‘“vanishing almost entirely from
English literature.” In the Scottish Lowlands
the Northern dialect survived and from it the
literary language of Scotland was fashioned. In
support of these views Mr. Henderson points
out that early Scottish, the Scottish of Barbour
and Wyntoun (fourteenth century), “differs
but slightly, if at all, from Northern English.”
At a later period the difference became marked.
The matter of ethnic origins has been touched
upon, because some writers upon the Scotch-
Irish have placed the Picts, the Caledonians and
other early inhabitants of Scotland among the
forebears of the Scottish settlers in Ulster. But
as a matter of fact the settlers were almost as
English in racial derivation as if they had come
from the North of England. Occasional allusions
in the State Papers show that the Government
had in mind the English-speaking districts of
Scotland and not the Gaelic regions as the source
from which settlers should be drawn. Indeed,
the conditions were such that the Ulster planta-
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tion appeared as part of the general campaign
carried on to break down Celtic tribal polity
and to extend civilized polity in both Ireland and
Scotland. During the O’Dogherty insurrection
Chichester wrote to the Scottish Privy Council
advising that the sea-passage between Western
Scotland and Northern Ireland be guarded to
prevent the recruiting of the Ulster rebels by
sympathizing fellow-Celts from Kintyre, Islay,
Arran, and the neighboring islands. The Scot-
tish Privy Council on the receipt of the news of
O’Dogherty’s rising had been quick to perceive
the danger of sympathetic disturbance in Gaelic
Scotland, and before they heard from Chichester
they had issued a proclamation forbidding any
aid from the southwestern shires to the Ulster
rebels on pain of death. In later correspondence,
after O’Dogherty’s rising had been suppressed,
Chichester referred to his own work in Ulster
and the work which the Scottish Council had in
hand against the Celts of the western Scottish
islands as but two branches of one and the same
service.

Irish history during this period has been kept
under the spot-light so much as to create an im-
pression that English policy in Ireland was
somewhat singular in character and was actuated
by special animosity. No support to this notion
is found in the State Papers. In them the Ulster
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plantation appears as part of a general forward
movement against barbarism. So far as treat-
ment of the native inhabitants goes the measures
taken in Ireland seem less severe than those taken
in Scotland itself. The reign of James was
marked by a determined effort to crush the
marauding spirit of Gaelic Scotland and to sup-
press the feuds that were carried on in defiance
of law. An armed expedition to the western
islands was fitted out in 1608, and many castles
were seized and dangerous chiefs were arrested
both in the islands and the neighboring parts of
the mainland. Andrew Stewart, Lord Ochil-
tree, who was in command of this expedition, be-
came one of the Ulster Undertakers. His name
did not appear in the original list, but on return-
ing to Edinburgh, triumphant from his expedi-
tion, he was sent to London to make his report
to the King. When the revision was made by the
King and the English Privy Council of the list
of applicants submitted by the Scottish Privy
Council, the name of Lord Ochiltree appears as
Undertaker for 8,000 acres in County Tyrone.
The steady pursuit of the Clan MacGregor in
the main Highlands is an evidence of the de-
termination to crush outlawry at any cost. They
are described in proclamations as that unhappy
race which has so long continued “in bluid, thift,
reif and oppression.” The members of the clan
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were proscribed and the use of the very name
was prohibited. The war on these wild clansmen
went on for many years. In 1604 Alexander
MacGregor of Glenstrae, chief of the clan, and
eleven of his principal kinsmen and retainers,
were hanged and quartered at the Market Cross
in Edinburgh. In August, 1610, a commission
of fire and sword against the MacGregors was
issued to twenty-eight nobles and lairds in terri-
tories surrounding the MacGregor country. By
proclamation the King’s lieges were warned not
to assist any of the clan, their wives, children or
servants nor have any intercourse with them. In
1611, after a preamble declaring that the clans-
men still persist in their “barbarous and wicked
lyff,” the Rarl of Argyle is commissioned to root
out and extirpate all of that race, until, says the
King, “they be ather reducit to our obedience or
ruitit out of our kingdome.” Notwithstanding
these energetic measures a report of 1613 says
that remnants of the clan have again begun to go
about the country “sorning, oppressing, quarrel-
ing, where they may be masters and command-
ers.” “Sorning” is the Highland equivalent of
the Trish “coshering,” the privilege claimed by
the warrior class of living on forced hospitality.
The harrying of the MacGregors went on by fits
and starts for many years. '
Besides these campaigns to introduce the
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King’s law into Celtic Scotland, the Government
had to deal with the habits of rapine which had
been implanted by centuries of border warfare,
and which possessed something of a patriotic
character when Scotland and England were tra-
ditional enemies. Now that a Scottish King had
mounted the English throne the further continu-
ance of border lawlessness became intolerable. It
was put down with ruthless energy. The English
and Scottish shires which had formerly been “The
Borders” were rechristened by James in 1603 as
“The Middle Shires of Great Britain” and the
administration was put into the hands of ten
commissioners, five for each side, each set of
commissioners executing their orders through an
appointed chief of mounted police. The Scottish
State Papers from April, 1605, to April, 1607,
contain abundant evidences of the activity of the
Scottish commissioners. Their chief of police
was Sir William Cranstoun, and with his force
of twenty-five horsemen he scoured the Borders,
arresting murderers and robbers and bringing
them before justice courts held by commissioners
from time to time at stated places. At the end
- of the first year the commissioners give the names
of thirty-two persons hanged for their crimes,
fifteen persons banished, and above seven score
in the condition of fugitive outlaws, who should
be pursued with hue and cry wherever they might
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be found. In October, 1606, fifteen more of these
Border outlaws were hanged and by the end of
the year the list of fugitives had increased. to
thirteen score, whose names were to be advertised
on the market crosses of all towns and the doors
of all parish kirks in all the “in-countrey.” The
Scottish Privy Council sustained this work with
hard resolution. The commissioners reported
periodically to the Council, asking instructions
upon difficult points, sometimes referring a case
in which they think there might be mercy, but in
every such case the Council sent back word to
“execute justice,” which meant that the culprit
should be put to death.

Besides hanging and banishing, the commis-
sioners were active in breaking up the nests of
outlawry. The houses of thieving families were
searched for stolen goods, the iron gates that
barred entrance were removed and dragged away
to be turned into plough irons. The official
record of those who were hanged doubtless fell
short of the actual number put to death, for Sir
William Cranstoun thought it necessary to ob-
tain an act of indemnity, which was granted by
the King, December 15, 1606. It sets forth as its
occasion that he had been moved “often tymes
summarlie to mak a quick dispatche of a grite
mony notable and notorious thevis and villanes
by putting thame to present death without pre-
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ceiding tryall of jurye or assyse or pronuncia-
tioun of ony conviction or dome.”

Among the names of malefactors officially
returned as having been hanged by order of the
Jjustice courts are such good patronyms as Arm-
strong, Gilchrist, Johnstone, Milburn, Patter-
son, Scott, and Wallis. This Scott may well have
been a kinsman of the great author, for in times
when Border lawlessness had been so long extinct
as to be susceptible of romantic treatment Sir
Walter was pleased to claim Border outlaws as
among his forbears. The Lay of the Last
Minstrel describes the stronghold of Auld Wat
of whom the poet says:

“But what the niggard ground of wealth denied,
From fields more blessed his fearless arm supplied.”

Of Auld Wat’s bride, Mary Scott, “the Flower
of Yarrow,” Lockhart relates that “when the
last bullock which Auld Wat had provided from
the English pastures was consumed the Flower
of Yarrow placed on her table a dish containing
a pair of clean spurs; a hint to the company that
they must bestir themselves for their next din-
ner.” As the Flower of Yarrow married Auld
Wat in 1567, the halcyon days of her predatory
housekeeping were separated by little more than
one generation from the stern suppression of
such methods. The effect of the thorough work
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of King James’ commissioners was very marked.
The Borders were so tamed and disciplined that
in 1610 Chancellor Dunferline was able to assure
the King that they had been purged “of all the
chiefest malefactors, robbers and brigands” as
completely as Hercules had cleansed the Augean
stables and that they were now “as lawful, as
peaceable and quiet as any part of any civil
kingdom in Christianity.”

There is evidence that the chronic turbulence
of the Borders was not so completely suppressed
as would seem from the Chancellor’s account, but
the opening of safe land-passage for steady trade
between the two kingdoms appears to date from
that period. The memorials of the period of
turbulence were eventually converted by the re-
lieved people into materials for legend and song,
but this poetry of the situation did not appear
until the prosaic aspect had been established to
which Dr. Johnson adverted when he remarked
that the noblest prospect a Scotchman could see
was the high road that led to England. The
enlargement of commercial intercourse and the
growth of business opportunity were essential
features of the pacification of the Borders, as of
all regions brought under the rule of law. Severe
and terrifying punishment of crime is an indis-
pensable agency in disciplining a people addicted
to rapine, but in compelling them to live by
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honest industry the law must afford them
opportunity.

To complete this account of the conditions in
Scotland from which the Ulster settlers derived
their habits of thought it should be added that
the Ulster settlement was essentially a migra-
tion from the Lowlands. The elements of the
population to whom the opportunity appealed
are displayed by the first list of Undertakers.
It was mainly composed of sons and brothers
of lairds, sons of ministers, and burgesses or
sons of burgesses in the shires south of the Firth
of Forth, and nearly all were from the up-
per tier of those shires from Edinburgh to Glas-
gow. A few names appear from Border shires,
among them Robert Stewart of Robertoun, a
parish of Roxburghshire in which was situated
Harden Castle, the seat of Auld Wat’s power.
This Robert Stewart received a grant of 1,000
acres in County Tyrone. A grant of 1,500 acres
in the same county was made to Sir Robert Hep-
burn, a lieutenant of the King’s Guard. This
was a force employed in the general justiciary
work of the Scottish Privy Council, outside of
‘the special jurisdiction of the Border commis-
sioners. '

The Scots that flocked into Ulster carried with
them prepossessions and antipathies implanted
by centuries of conflict with predatory clansmen.
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The monkish writer Gildas, A.D. 560, describes
the Picts as “a set of bloody free-booters with
more hair on their thieves’ faces than clothes to
cover their nakedness.” This might serve as well
for a concise expression of Lowland opinion of
the Celtic clansmen at the time of the Ulster set-
tlement. The Lowlanders were accustomed to
regarding the clansmen as raiders, pillagers, cat-
tle-thieves, and murderers. The abduction and
ravishing of women were crimes so frequent as
to engage the particular attention of the Govern-
ment. Hardened by perpetual contact with
barbarism, the Lowlanders had no scruples about
making merciless reprisals. 'The people were
hard; the law was hard. It was an iron age.
One of the acts of the Scottish Parliament at
this period declared that every man and woman
of the Gypsy race found in Scotland after a
certain date should be liable to death and per-
sons giving them accommodations should be liable
to fine and imprisonment. Mention of arrests
for sorcery and witchcraft is found in the records.
The proceedings of the Privy Council for 1608
contain a report by the Earl of Mar of the burn-
ing of some witches at Breichin. “Sum of thame
deit in dispair, renunceand and blasphemeand,
and utheris half brunt, brak out of the fyre, and
wes cast in quick in it agane quhill thay wer
brunt to the deid.” This horrible scene of human
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misery was evidently viewed with grim com-
posure. There is not a word to indicate that the
event was even deplored.

The greater avidity with which the Ulster op-
portunity was seized in the Scottish Lowlands
than in England, which had the prior claim, is to
be attributed to the chronic need of Scotland for
outlets to the energies of her people. The mi-
grating Scot was a familiar figure in continental
Europe. In Quentin Durward Scott gives a
romantic picture of the Scottish military adven-
turer, a type renowned throughout Europe for
a shrewd head, a strong arm and a sharp sword.
The Scottish trader was quite as well known.
There were settlements of Scottish people living
under their own laws and perpetuating their
national customs in various countries of Kurope.
William Lithgow, a Scottish traveler who visited
Poland in the seventeenth century, reported that
there were thirty thousand Scots families in that
country. When Sir William Alexander, after-
ward Earl of Sterling, was urging the coloniza-
tion of Nova Scotia, an enterprise that came
into competition with the Ulster plantation,
he remarked that Scotland, “being constrained
to disburden herself (like the painful bees) did
every year send forth swarms.” Many through
stress of necessity had been compelled to “betake
themselves to the wars against the Russians,
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Turks or Swedens.” Alexander urged that this
scattering of Scottish ability should be discon-
tinued, saying:

“When I do consider with myself what
things are necessary for a plantation, I can-
not but be confident that my own country-
men are as fit for such a purpose as any
men in the world, having daring minds that
upon any probable appearance do despise
danger, and bodies able to endure as much
as the height of their minds can under-
take.”

Together with a long implanted migratory
tendency operating to promote Scottish coloni-
zation of the territory opened to settlement in
Ulster, another cause of Scottish forwardness
was facility of access. 'The North of Ireland
could be reached by ferries from the south-
western extremities of Scotland which had been
purged of their dangerous elements by ILord
Ochiltree’s expedition. The Scotch settlers had
quick transit for themselves and their chattels
while the English settlers had to take the risks
of a much longer sea-passage beset with pirates.

At this period piracy was a thriving trade, its
range including both Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean coasts. Among the outrages charged
upon the pirates was that they associated with
the Turks, to whom they sold captives, Tunis
being a port at which this traffic was carried on.
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In a report made to the English Privy Council,
August 22, 1609, it is mentioned with satisfac-
tion that John Ward, a pirate chief, had been
captured by “the galliasses of the Venetians”
with his ship and pinnace and their crews,
“whereof thirty-six the next day were hanged in
view of the town of Zante, the rest in other
places, amongst which number were divers Eng-
lishmen.” The Irish State Papers contain fre-
quent references to the depredations of pirates
on the southern and western coasts of Ireland.
Chichester says in his despatches that it was their
habit to move from the Spanish coasts to the
Irish coasts during the fishing season, to revictual
themselves at the expense of the fishing fleet.
He mentions that in 1606 the pirates “hath
robbed more than 100 sail and sent them empty
home.”

The traffic that sprang up as a consequence of
the Ulster plantation attracted the pirates into
the waters between Ireland and England. In a
dispatch from Dublin Castle, June 27, 1610,
Chichester says:

“The pirates upon this coast are so many
and are become so bold that now they are
come into this channel, and have lately
robbed divers barks, both English and
Scotch, and have killed some that have made
resistance; they lay for the Londoners’
money sent for the work at Coleraine, but
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missed it; they have bred a great terror to

all passengers, and he thinks will not spare

the King’s treasure if they may light
upon it.”

Chichester had not the means of taking effec-
tive action against piracy, his frequent appeals
for sufficient naval force failing of proper re-
sponse from the home Government. This Scot-
tish authorities acted with prompt decision and
energy. An entry of June 27, 1610, on the
Register of the Privy Council of Scotland notes
that an English pirate had appeared on the coast
of Ireland opposite Scotland, waylaying boats
bound for the Irish plantation. Commission was
given to the provost and baillies of Ayr to fit out
an armed vessel to pursue the pirates. About
the same time pirate ships were seen even in the
Firth of Forth. Upon funds advanced by the
City of Edinburgh three armed vessels were
fitted out at Leith. The pirates had a depot in
the Orkneys from which northern position their
vessels could make excursions either to the east-
ern or western coasts of the mainland. An action
was fought off the Orkneys in which one of the
two pirate vessels was captured but the other
escaped by fast sailing. Of the thirty pirates
taken alive twenty-seven were put to death.
They are constantly referred to in the State
Papers as “English pirates” and their names are
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such as to justify the description. A feature of
the official record that casts a curious light on the
morals of the times is that the pirates had “one
whome thay did call thair parsone, for saying of
prayeris to thame twyse a day.” 'This pirate
chaplain furnished the Government with much
useful information and he was not brought to
trial. Piracy of such a serious-minded type must
have been a relic of the time when marauding
whether by land or by sea ranked as an honorable
industry. This pious band perhaps regarded
Scotland as a foreign country whose waters were
as fair a field for spoils as the Spanish main in
Elizabeth’s time.

After this affair no notice appears in the
Scottish records of any molesting of the sea-
passage to Ulster, although mention is made of
the presence of pirates in the Hebrides and the
Orkneys. The probability is that the pirates
found the narrow channel between Scotland and
Ireland too tight a place in which to venture and
they kept to safer and more profitable cruising
grounds in the wide seas. Numerous references
continue to appear in the Irish State Papers to
their activity and audacity. They established a
depot at Leamcon, a land-locked harbor, on the
southern coast of Ireland, and at one time in the
summer of 1611 they had there a fleet of nine sail
together with four captured vessels. They were
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engaged in fitting up one of the captured vessels
as an additién to their fleet, after which they
were going to the Barbary coast where they had
a market for their goods. They preyed upon
the commerce of Holland, France and England
impartially and defied the authority of all those
Powers with remarkable success. The Dutch,
who were particularly energetic in their efforts
to crush the pirates, obtained permission from the
English Government to pursue them into Irish
waters. Three armed vessels were dispatched
from Holland to the Irish seas in 1611, but the
pirate fleet scattered at their coming to return
when the coast was clear. Piratical depredations
on the southern coast continued for many years
thereafter, and the participation of the Barbary
States in the business eventually led to a horrible
affair. On June 20, 1681, a squadron of Alger-
ine pirates sacked the town of Baltimore in
County Cork, carrying off with their booty
more than a hundred citizens of the place, mostly
English colonists. Ulster, however, remained
untroubled by the pirates after they had been
driven out of the North Channel in the early days
of the settlement. The South of Ireland was not
delivered from the depredations of the pirates
until about 1636 when Wentworth’s energetic
measures made the region too dangerous for
them to visit.
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In Appendix B will be found a complete list
of the Undertakers as provisionally accepted by
the Scottish Privy Council, and also the list as
finally prepared by the English Privy Council.
Although the two lists differ greatly, probably
the class of immigrants was not to any corre-
sponding extent affected by the change. It has
already been remarked that the first list made up
in September, 1609, was chiefly composed of sons
or brothers of lairds and burgesses in the Low-
lands. There is no name of a Scottish noble in
the list of Undertakers. Lord Ochiltree appears
as surety for four of the principals, but was not
a principal himself at that time. The list as re-
vised in England in 1611 contains the names of
five Scottish noblemen, each receiving an allot-
ment of 3,000 acres whereas in the first list the
largest allotment was 2,000 acres. Only eighteen
of the seventy-seven applicants enrolled in the
first list appear in the final list. In view of the
usual tenor of the King’s proceedings in such
matters favor doubtless played a part in those
changes, but they cannot all be ascribed to favor.
According to the ideas of those times it was im-
portant to interest wealthy and influential
noblemen in the success of the plantation. It
is a point on which Chichester laid stress in his
communications. Since it appears that Lord
Ochiltree refrained from applying in his own be-
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half when the matter was in the hands of the
Scottish Privy Council but is included in the
list as made up in England it seems fair to
presume that influence was brought to bear upon
him. And it would also seem likely that the
kinsmen and friends in the Lowlands for whom
he had been willing to be surety when the first
roll was made up might retain their connection
with the enterprise under cover of his name. In
a dispatch of July 29, 1611, Chichester mentions
that Lord Ochiltree had arrived “accompanied
with thirty-three followers, gent. of sort, a min-
ister, some tenants, freeholders, artificers, unto
whom he hath passed estates.” Chichester notes
that building and fortifying were going briskly
forward, that horses and cows had been brought
in and that ploughing had begun.

Other Scotch noblemen had thrown themselves
with a will into the work of colonization. 'The
Earl of Abercorn had brought in tenants with
ploughs and live stock, and the Earl and his
family were already in residence on their Irish
estate. Sir Robert Hepburn was also resident,
and was building and farming energetically.
Mills and houses were going up and tools and
live stock were being brought into the country.
That there was a great bustle of intercommuni-
cation between Scotland and Ulster is evidenced
by a petition to the Scottish Privy Council, Oc-
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tober 27, 1612. The petitions set forth that in
settling on their lands in Ulster they are “con-
strained and compellit to transporte frome this
countrey thereunto, verie frequentlie, nomberis
of men for labouring of the ground, and mony
bestiall and cattell for plenisching of the same,”
so that passage between Scotland and Ulster “is
now become a commoun and ane ordinarie
ferrie,” where seamen and boatmen are making
rates at their own pleasure “without ony con-
trolment.” 'The public authority of Scotland
was neither impotent nor irresolute in such mat-
ters. The Privy Council commissioned the jus-
tices of the peace along the west sea-coast to
“reforme the said abuse in sic forme and maner
as they sall hold fittest, and for this effect that
they appoint and set down reasounable and
moderat frauchtis [rates] to be tane for the
transporte of men, bestiall, and goodis to and
fra Yreland.”

No further mention of this matter appears in
the records but the severity with which unlawful
exactions were repressed is evidenced by the
entry in 1616 of an order that one Patrick Adair
should be imprisoned in the Tolbooth of Edin-
burgh at his own expense during the pleasure of
the Council for insolence in demanding custom
on certain horses sent to Ireland by the Karl
of Abercorn. There is however evidence that
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as communications became regular and ample
criminals made use of the facilities. Entries of
October, 1612, and November, 1614, refer to
traffickers in stolen goods between Ireland and
Scotland and orders are given to keep a strict
watch of ports and ferries, “for apprehending of
suche personis as in thifteous maner travellis to
and fra Yreland, transporting the goodis stollin
be thame furthe of the ane cuntrie to the uther.”

The energetic scouring of the Scottish Border
shires contributed some elements to Ulster plan-
tation that did not make for peace and order.
Men proscribed in the Borders would take refuge
in Ireland. A proclamation issued in 1618
orders the wives and children of all such persons
as have been banished or have become voluntary
fugitives into Ireland to join their husbands
with all convenient diligence, nor presume to
return under pain of imprisonment. To facili-
tate better control over travel between Ireland
and Scotland it was restricted to certain ports,
and passports were required.

The situation in the Borders which were the
southern tier of Lowland shires throws light
upon a saying that is often quoted in histories as
indicative of a low state of morality among the
Ulster settlers. The -authority for it is the Rev.
Andrew Stewart, an Ulster minister. He re-
marked: “Going to Ireland was looked upon
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as a miserable mark of a deplorable person; yea,
it was turned into a proverb, and one of the
worst expressions of disdain that could be in-
vented was to tell a man that ‘Ireland would be
his hinder end.”” As one follows through the
state papers accounts of the measures taken by
James to rid the Borders of “maisterles men and
vagabondis wanting a lawfull trade, calling and
industrie” and notes the terrible punishments
inflicted, branding, drowning and hanging, it is
easy to understand how the popular imagination
would be impressed. The severe attitude of the
authorities is strikingly displayed by the meas-
ures taken in August, 1612, when some Scot-
tish companies that had been in Swedish service
returned home. It was ordered that “the said
soldiers shall, within two hours after landing,
dissolve themselves and repair peaceably to their
homes, and that no more than two of them shall
remain together, under pain of death.” To
escape from such rigor emigration to Ireland
would be a natural impulse among the restless
and wayward, and an association of ideas was
established that became a text of warning in the
mouths ,of sober-minded people. But there is
abundant evidence that both in Scotland and Ire-
land the authorities were active in precautions
against crime and disorder. A frontier has a
natural attraction for the misfits of old communi-
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ties but the evidence when analyzed does not
warrant the opinion that the Scottish migration
into Ulster was so low in moral tone as has been
averred by historians on the testimony of early
Ulster divines.

The authorities upon whose word rests the
charge of prevailing immorality are the Rev.
Robert Blair, the Rev. Andrew Stewart, and the
Rev. Patrick Adair. Blair, who arrived in Ire-
land in 1623, left an autobiographical fragment
which was begun in 1663 when he was seventy.
In it he gave this account of the early settlers:

“The parts of Scotland nearest to Ireland
sent over abundance of people and cattle
that filled the counties of Ulster that lay
next to the sea; and albeit amongst these,

Divine Providence sent over some worthy

persons for birth, education and parts, yet

the most part were such as either poverty,
scandalous lives, or, at the best, adventurous
seeking of better accommodation, set for-
ward that way. . . . Little care was had by

any to plant religion. As were the people,
so, for the most part, were the preachers.”

Stewart’s account of early conditions is con-
tained in a church history which was begun in
1670 and was left unfinished at his death in 1671.
He was minister at Donaghdee from 1645 to
1671, so his account cannot be regarded as con-
temporary testimony as to original conditions
although it has been cited as such. His account
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has been supposed to derive support from the
fact that his father before him was a North of
Ireland minister, but the elder Stewart himself
did not arrive in Ireland until 1627, and the son
was only ten years old when the father died.
Even if the younger Stewart is to be credited
with information derived from his father, his
knowledge does not approach so close as Blair’s
to the first settlement but nevertheless he paints
the situation in much darker colors. Stewart
says:

“From Scotland came many, and from
England not a few; yet all of them gener-
ally the scum of both nations, who, from
debt, or breaking and fleeing from justice,
or seeking shelter, came hither, hoping to be
without fear of man’s justice in a land where
there was nothing, or but little as yet, of the
fear of God. Yet God followed them when
they fled from Him. Albeit at first it must
be remembered, that as they cared little for
any church, so God seemed to care little for
them. For these strangers were no better
entertained than with the relics of popery,
served up in a ceremonial service of God
under a sort of anti-Christian hierarchy.

. . . Thus on all hands atheism increased,
and disregard of God, iniquity abounded
with contention, fighting, murder, adultery,
etc., as among people who, as they had noth-
ing within them to overawe them, so their
ministers’ example was worse than nothing;

for ‘from the prophets of Israel profaneness
went forth to the whole land.” ”
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Adair settled in Ireland, in charge of the
parish of Cairn Castle, Antrim, May, 1646. He
died in 1694 leaving unfinished 4 True Narra-
tive of the Rise and Progress of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland. His account of the first
settlers is simply a reproduction of Blair’s, in al-
most the same language.

An examination of these several accounts
shows that the purpose of the writers was horta-
tory rather than historical. The motive that set
them all writing in their old age was to put on
record edifying experiences. Literary composi-
tion of this sort instinctively avoids all colors ex-
cept black and white. It needs strong contrasts
to accomplish the desired effect. Hence Dr.
Reid, in his History of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland, a work written in the genuine his-
torical spirit, while he reproduces Stewart’s ac-
count, gives the caution that it is “probably a
little over-charged.”

Doubtless to clergymen of strict opinions there
was deplorable laxity of morals among the early
settlers of the Ulster plantation, but if one’s
views are formed upon examination of the official
records, it will not be thought that the people
settling in Ulster were any worse than people
of their class in Scotland or in England. If
anything, the comparison is to the advantage of
the Ulster settlers. As a matter of fact they
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showed far more regard for religious establish-
ment than is usual among emigrants. It has
already been noted that a minister accompanied
the party of settlers brought over by Lord
Ochiltree in 1611. By the close of 1625 seven
ministers are known to have settled in the coun-
try. Neal’s History of the Puritans, published
in 1731-2, mentions the Ulster plantation as a
field in which Puritanism prospered. Referring
to the work of colonization carried on by the
London companies, Neal said:

“They sent over considerable numbers of
planters, but were at a loss for ministers; for
the beneficed clergy of the Church of Eng-
land, being at ease in the enjoyment of their
preferments, would not engage in such a
hazardous undertaking, it fell therefore to
the lot of the Scots and English Puritans;
the Scots, by reason of their vicinity to the
northern parts of Ireland, transported nu-
merous colonies; they improved the country
and brought preaching into the churches
where they settled; but being of the Presby-
terian persuasion, they formed their churches
after their own model. The London adven-
turers prevailed with several of the English
Puritans to remove, who, being persecuted
at home, were willing to go anywhere within
the King’s dominions for the liberty of their
consciences.”

This reference to the Puritan complexion of
the ecclesiastical arrangements made along with
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the Ulster plantation accounts for the acrimony
with which pioneer ministers, writing in their old
age, described the situation in which they began
their fruitful labors. That situation did not exist
however because the Ulster settlers as a class
were worse than the other people, but because
exceptionally high standards had been set up,
measured by which morals that elsewhere might
have passed without much reprobation were re-
garded as abominable. Such an epithet as “athe-
ism” when employed by religious zealots must be
taken with allowance. It may mean really no
more than an indifference which however culp-
able from the ministerial view-point was far from
implying actual atheism. It may be noted that
Stewart couples the charge of atheism with
“disregard of God.” That is to say the people
were atheists because they neglected the ordi-
nances of the church as construed by Puritan
clergymen. Blair in his autobiography men-
tions incidents that show that atheism could
hardly have been prevalent. He remarks that on
the day after he landed in Ireland he met some
Scots with whom by way of conference he dis-
coursed the most part of the last sermon he had
preached. He speaks of finding several minis-
ters in the field, and of hours spent “in godly
conference and calling on the name of the Lord.”
Alongside of such fervor the behavior of the
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common people doubtless seemed cold and indif-
ferent, and Blair describes them as “drowned in
ignorance, security and sensuality.” Yet he says
the people were much affected by two sermons he
preached on the same day, “one sermon on
heaven’s glory and another on hell’s torments.”
It was suggested to him that as some of the
people that dwelt far from the kirk returned
home after the first sermon, he should thereafter
preach of hell in the morning and of heaven in
the afternoon. In fine, his autobiography gives
such an account of successful ministry as to in-
dicate that the people were not a bad sort when
judged by ordinary standards, and that upon a
fair scale of comparison with new settlements in
any country they really stood high in their con-
cern for religion and their attachment to ecclesi-
astical order.

They certainly were tractable, for the rela-
tions that have come down from this period show
that the ministers were able to establish a strict
discipline. Blair tells how he made evil-doers
make public confession of their sins. The Rev.
John Livingston who was called to Ireland in
1630 thus describes the process of church disci-
pline in his time:

“We [i.e. the session] met every week,

and such as fell into notorious public scan-
dals we desired to come before us. Such
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as came were dealt with, both in public and
private, to confess their scandal in the pres-
ence of the congregation, at the Saturday’s
sermon before the communion, which was
celebrated twice in the year. Such as after
dealing would not come before us, or com-
ing, would not be convinced to acknowledge
their fault before the congregation, upon the
Saturday preceding the communion, their
names, scandals and impenitency were read
out before the congregation, and they de-
barred from the communion; which proved
such a terror that we found very few of that
sort.”

This was not an isolated case, for Livingston
mentions that “there were nine or ten parishes
within the bounds of twenty miles or little more,
wherein there were godly and able ministers.”
Both Blair and Livingston speak of the extra-
ordinary appetite of the people for religious ex-
ercise. Livingston says:

“I have known them come several miles
from their own houses to communions, to
the Saturday sermon, and spending the
whole Saturday’s night in several compan-
ies, sometimes a minister being with them,
and sometimes themselves alone in confer-
ence and prayer. They have then waited on
the public ordinances the whole Sabbath,
and spent the Sabbath night in the same
way, and yet at the Monday’s sermon were
not troubled with sleepiness; and so they
bhave not slept till they went home. In
those days it was no great difficulty for a



110 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

minister to preach or pray in public or pri-
vate, such was the hunger of hearers.”

All this, in less than twenty years after the
colonization of Ulster began, certainly does not
exhibit a community prone to atheism and im-
morality. It is evident that ecclesiastical con-
trol over the people was promptly applied and
was speedily effectual, and it was a control of a
strict Puritan type. The development of this
characteristic was promoted not only by the fact
that the North of Ireland served as a refuge for
Puritan ministers harassed by episcopal inter-
ference in Scotland and England, but also by
the fact that at this time the established church
in Ireland had a strong Puritan tincture and the
bishops there were friendly and sympathetic in
their attitude toward the Presbyterians. The
low state of the Established Church at the time of
the accession of James had been somewhat re-
trieved by the appointment of good bishops and
diligent pastors, trained under Puritan influence.
During Elizabeth’s reign Cambridge University
had been a center of Calvinistic theology and
Puritan doctrine. The famous Richard Cart-
wright, sometimes called the father of English
Puritanism, was a fellow of Trinity College,
Cambridge. Dublin University, founded in
1598, drew upon Cambridge University for its
staff of professors and their influence upon the
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Irish Church was very marked. The articles of
religion adopted by the Church of Ireland in
1615 are printed in full in Neal’s History of the
Puritans as a Puritan document. Blair, Living-
ston and other Presbyterian ministers accepted
Episcopal ordination after a form made to meet
their approval. Neal says:

“All the Scots who were ordained in Ire-
land to the year 1642, were ordained after
the same manner; all of them enjoyed the
churches and tithes, though they remained
Presbyterian and used not the liturgy; nay,
the bishops consulted them about affairs of
common concernment to the church, and

some of them were members of the convo-
cation In 1634.”

Looking back upon the situation in the plan-
tation period from the standpoint of our own
times, the remarkable thing now appears to be
that the people were so spiritually minded. In
the time when Blair used to preach his sermons
on heaven’s glory and hell’s torments, both on
the same day, it may have seemed deplorable in-
difference that some of the people were satisfied
to hear only one; but what surprises one now is
that there should have been so many willing to
make long journeys to give whole days to hear-
ing sermons. Such devotion is hardly intelligible
until the general circumstances of the times are
considered. Previous to the spread of popular
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education, the rise of journalism, and the diffu-
sion of literature, the pulpit was in most places
the only source of intellectual stimulus and
mental culture. It was like the well in the desert
to which all tracks converge, whereas now some
sort of supply is laid to every man’s house.

The nervous disorders that are apt to result
from immoderate states of religious introspection
and emotional fervor were early manifested in
Ulster under the excitements of Puritan exhorta-
tion. In describing a revival under Blair’s
preaching Stewart says: “I have seen them my-
self stricken and swoon with the word—yea, a
dozen in a day carried out of doors as dead, so
marvellous was the power of God smiting their
hearts for sin.” Such scenes before long pro-
duced religious vagaries that gave trouble. Blair
in his autobiography gives a long account of his
dealings with Glendinning, described as “lecturer
at Carrickfergus.” Glendinning settled himself
at Oldstone, near the town of Antrim, where “he
began to preach diligently, and having a great
voice and vehement delivery, he roused up the
people and waked them with terrors.” But
Blair notes that he “was neither studied in learn-
ing, nor had good solid judgment.” Indeed, it
would appear that the man became deranged,
judging from the strangeness of the doctrines he
began to preach. “He watched much and fasted



THE SCOTCH MIGRATION TO ULSTER 113

wonderfully, and began publicly to affirm that
he or she after they had slept a little in bed, if
they return themselves from one side to another,
could not be an honest Christian.” Blair gives
a long account of a struggle he had with Glendin-
ning to keep him from putting his foot in the
fire to show that it would have no power to burn
him. Glendinning professed to know when the
Judgment Day was to come and he taught people
to save themselves by “a ridiculous way of roar-
ing out some prayer, laying their faces on the
earth.” Glendinning finally left the country,
giving out that he had a call to visit the Seven
Churches of Asia.

The educated clergy who directed the interests
of early Presbyterianism of Ulster set themselves
firmly against religious ecstasies that tended to
folly and disorder. Blair described some mani-
festations at Lochlearn in 1630 as “a mere de-
lusion and cheat of Satan.” It seems that there
were persons who “in the midst of the public
worship fell as mourning, and some of them
were afflicted with pangs like convulsions.”
Their case excited sympathy at first but as con-
ference with them disclosed no spiritual value in
such experiences they were before long sharply
rebuked. Blair tells how a woman of his own
congregation “in the midst of the public worship,
being a dull and ignorant person, made a noise
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and stretching of her body.” He forthwith de-
nounced the exhibition as the work of the lying
spirit and charged it not to disturb the congre-
gation. Blair notes that after this rebuke noth-
ing more of the kind occurred, “the person above
mentioned remaining still a dull and stupid sot.”
One can hardly be mistaken in thinking that
these early experiences had much to do with de-
veloping in Ulster Presbyterianism its character-
istic insistence upon the importance of having an
educated clergy. We may therefore descry here
the initial impulse of important educational ac-
tivities in the United States ensuing from Ulster
emigration.

These accounts of early conditions by the
pioneer clergy are tantalizingly curt in their ref-
erences to the industrial situation. Blair re-
marks that when the plantation began “the whole
country did lie waste; the English possessing
some few towns and castles, making use of small
parcels of near adjacent lands; the Irishes stay-
ing in woods, bogs and such fast places.” After
mentioning the influx from Scotland he ob-
serves: ‘“The wolf and widcairn were great ene-
mies to these first planters; but the long rested
land yielded to the laborers such plentiful in-
crease that many followed the first essayers.”
These brief references are all that Blair has to
say about the conditions that the planters had
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to endure, but they cast a flashlight on the
situation. A relief map of Ireland shows that
elevations above 500 feet are more thickly clus-
tered in Ulster than in any other part of Ire-
land except the southwestern extremity. Three
highland masses whose general direction follows
rather closely the sixth, seventh and eighth me-
ridians of longitude stretch across Ulster from the
north to the great central plain of Ireland. Be-
tween and about these highlands are lake basins
and river valleys terminating in short coastal
plains. At the time of the settlement forests and
swamps occupied much of the country. Ancient
Ireland was a densely wooded country. State
papers of 1529 represent the districts in which
English law prevailed as being everywhere sur-
rounded by thick forests. From time to time
the Government had to cut passes and take
measures for their maintenance. During the
wars of Elizabeth it was a proverb that “the
Irish will never be tamed while the leaves are on
the trees,” meaning that the winter was the only
season in which the Irish could be descried and
pursued in the woods. “Plashing” is mentioned
as a great obstacle to the movement of the troops,
by which was meant the interlacing of the tree
trunks with underwood so as to render the forest
paths impassable. The Government sought to
reduce these woodland areas, with such success
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that by the time James succeeded to the throne
the central plain of Ireland was nearly destitute
of woods; but extensive forests still remained in
Ulster, in the counties of Tyrone, Londonderry,
Antrim and Down, particularly on the east and
west shores of Loough Neagh, and the territories
adjacent.

Almost everywhere the lands occupied by the
planters were in reach of the “fast places” in
which Blair speaks of the “Irishes staying.” The
planters had to pasture their cattle near coverts
in which wolves prowled or marauding natives
lurked. Blair speaks of the wolf as a great
enemy. Its ravages were so great that so late as
1652 under Cromwell’s Government a bounty of
six pounds was offered for the head of every
she wolf. Grand jury records mention payments
for killing wolves as late as 1710, and they were
not wholly extinct until about 1770. The “wid-
cairn” mentioned by Blair is a corruption of wood
kern. From the reference to this enemy it ap-
pears that although Chichester had shipped out
of the country many of the fighting men many
still remained behind, still trying to live their
old lives as a privileged class to whom tribute
was due. The planters thus lived in a state
of siege. Thomas Blenerhassett, whose Direc-
tion for the Plantation in Ulster describes con-
ditions at this period says: “Sir Toby Caul-
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field’s people are driven every night to lay up
all his cattle, as it were, in warde; and do he and
his what they can, the woolfe and the wood
kerne (within caliver shot of his fort), have
oftentimes a share.” Gainsford, another writer
of this period, mentions that it was an Ulster
practice in 1619 “to house their cattle in the
bawnes of their castles where all the winter
nights they stood up to their bellies in dirt.”

Such hazards powerfully impelled the settlers
to build securely. In the official survey made by
Nicholas Pynnar in 1619 such entries appear as
the following:

“On the allotment of Lord Aubigny, held
by Sir James Hamilton, is built a strong
castle of lime and stone, called Castle
Aubigny, with the King’s arms cut in free
stone over the gate. 'This is five storeys
high, with four round towers for flankers;
the hall is 50 feet long and 28 broad; the
roof is set up and ready to be slated. Ad-
joining one end of the castle is a bawn of

lime and stone, 80 feet square, with two
flankers 15 feet high, very strongly built.”

“John Hamilton has built a bawn of lime
and stone, 80 feet square and 13 feet high,
with round towers for flankers; he has also
a stone house, now one storey high, and in-
tended to be four, being 48 feet long and 24
broad; besides two towers, which are
vaulted, flank the house. Also a village of
eight houses adjoining the bawn, inhabited
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by British tenants, a watermill and five

houses adjoining it.”

Pynnar says that at that time there were in
Ulster “in British families 6,215 men, and upon
occasion, 8,000 men, of British birth and descent
for defence, though the fourth part of the lands
is not fully inhabited.” Of buildings there were
“107 castles with bawns, 19 castles without
bawns, 42 bawns without castles or houses, 1,897
dwelling houses of stone and timber, after the
English manner, in townredes, besides very many
such houses in several which I saw not.”

This estimate of the number of men able to
bear arms of course implies a much larger popu-
lation when the women and children are taken
into the reckoning. The number of houses also
points the same way. Inasmuch as the settlers
took their families, and families were apt to be
large in those days, the statistics given by Pyn-
nar indicate that from 80,000 to 40,000 colonists
were then settled in the country. Pynnar classes
together English and Scotch as “British” but
he gives details which show that the Scotch were
much the more important element. He remarks
that “many English do not yet plough nor use
husbandry, being fearful to stock themselves with
cattle or servants for such labors,” and he goes
on to say that “were it not for the Scottish, who
plough in many places, the rest of the country
might starve.”
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From the very first the Scotch took the lead in
the settlement. In a report written in Novem-
ber, 1610, Chichester describes the English Un-
dertakers as:

“For the most part, plain country gentle-
men, who may promise much, but give small
assurance or hope of performing what ap-
pertains to a work of such moment. If they
have money, they keep it close; for hitherto
they have disbursed but little, and if he may
judge by the outward appearance, the least
trouble or alteration of the times here will
scare most of them away. . . . The Scottish
come with greater port and better accom-
panied and attended, but it may be with less
money in their purse; for some of the prin-
cipal of them, upon their first entrance into
their precincts were forthwith in hand with
the natives to supply their wants, or at least
their expenses, and in recompense thereof
promise to get license from His Majesty
that they may remain on their lands as ten-
ants unto them; which is so pleasing to that
people that they will strain themselves to the
uttermost to gratify them, for they are con-
tent to become tenants to any man rather
than be removed from the place of their
birth and education, hoping, as he conceives,
at one time or other to find an opportunity
to cut their landlord’s throats; for sure he is
they hate the Scottish deadly, and out of
their malice toward them they begin to af-
fect the English better than they have
accustomed.”
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Even apart from the ease of access enjoyed
by the Scotch, Ulster opportunities were more
attractive to the Scotch than to the English
whose experience and habits did not fit them so
well to endure the hardships. The Rev. Andrew
Stewart dwells on this in his account of early
conditions, remarking:

“It is to be observed that being a great
deal more tenderly bred at home in Eng-
land, and entertained in better quarters than
they could find here in Ireland, they were
very unwilling to flock hither, except to
good land, such as they had before at home,
or to good cities where they might trade;
both of which in these days were scarce
enough here. Besides that the marshiness
and fogginess of this Island was still found
unwholesome to English bodies, more ten-
derly bred and in a better air; so that we
have seen in our time multitudes of them
die of a flux, called here the country disease,
at their first entry. These things were such
discouragements that the new English come
but very slowly, and the old English were
become no better than the Irish.”

By the “old English” Stewart means the de-
scendants of English formerly settled in Ireland.
In every age they have shown a marked tendency
to melt into the general mass, making Irish
nationality so composite in character that it
would be hardly more accurate now to describe
the Irish people as Celts than to describe the
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English people as Angles or Saxons. The con-
flicts of which Ireland has been the scene have
been more political and religious than racial, and
the political and religious differences have caused
undue emphasis to be put upon racial differences.
Even the preservation of the Celtic language and
customs in some regions is no guarantee of race
purity, for there is abundant evidence that de-
scendants of early English settlers have adopted -
Irish speech and ways.

According to the original scheme only the
class of servitors whose houses were to possess the
character of military posts were to be allowed to
have Irish tenants. It was the intention to re-
move the native Irish from the lands assigned to
the Scotch and English Undertakers. But this
part of the scheme, to which Chichester had
always been opposed, proved to be impracticable.
In a report made in July, 1611, the English Privy
Council is informed that “experience tells the
Undertakers that it will be almost impossible
for them to perform the work they have under-
taken, if the natives be removed according to the
general project, for when they are gone there
will be neither victuals nor carriage within twenty
miles, and in some counties more.” In view of
this situation the removal had to be deferred and
as time went on the obstacles increased. The
Irish were willing to pay for the use of pasture
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lands and the newcomers found that the readiest
way of turning their holdings to account was to
let them out. Pynnar, writing in 1619, observes
that “the British, who are forced to take their
lands at great rates, live at the greater rates paid
to them by Irish tenants who graze.” He adds
that “if the Irish pack away with their cattle the
British must either forsake their dwellings or
endure great distress on the sudden.” Those
considerations did not relax their force and the
removal of the natives, although from time to
time announced as settled policy, was never
actually attempted.

The practice by the Undertakers of letting the
lands was particularly marked in the large tracts
assigned to the Loondon companies. Pynnar in
his report made in 1619 says: “The greatest
number of Irish dwell upon the lands granted to
the City of London.” He explains this by point-
ing out that the lands are “in the hands of agents,
who, finding the Irish more profitable than the
British, are unwilling to draw on the British,
persuading the companies that the lands are
mountainous and unprofitable, not regarding the
future security of the whole.”

The behavior of the London companies be-
came the subject of an official inquiry, which in-
cidentally produced a curious and beautiful rec-
ord of the state of the plantation in the County
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of Londonderry in 1622. The survey was made
under a royal commission to Sir Thomas Phillips
and Richard Hadsor. The editors of the Calen-
dar of State Papers, 1615-1625, say of the com-
mission’s report:

" . in it the state of every building,
public and private, is portrayed in colors,
giving a picture of the liveliest kind. There
are views of Londonderry and Coleraine,
with all the houses in the streets and other
buildings, the ramparts, etc. And on the
proportions of the several London compan-
ies are drawn not only the several manor
houses, but those of the freeholders and
farmers, besides the cage-work houses in
course of building, but yet unfinished.”

In their report the commissioners call attention
to the preponderance of natives and to the need
of larger settlements of British “which would
prevent many robberies and murders daily com-
mitted by the Irish, to the great terror of the
few poor British already settled.” Of one place
the commissioners remark: “This plantation,
albeit it is the strongest and most ablest of men
to defend themselves, yet have they sustained
great losses by the wood kerne and thieves.” Of
another place the commissioners report: “The
few British that inhabit this proportion live so
scattered that upon occasion they are unable to
succor one another, and are daily robbed and
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spoiled and driven to leave the country.” The
military importance of the forests at that period
is indicated by the urgent recommendation that
there be “large passes cut through the woods to
answer each several plantation.”

In 1624 Sir Thomas Phillips made a petition
to the King in which he charged the London
companies with ‘“defects and abuses . .. by
which they have brought the country into an al-
most desperate case.” He declared that “their
towns and fortresses are rather baits to ill-
affected persons than places of security, besides
the few British now planted there be at the mercy
of the Irish, being daily murthered, robbed and
spoiled by them.”

The London companies eventually incurred
heavy penalties on conviction of default, but no
great change took place in the general situation.
The plantation instead of being a substitution of
British for Irish, as originally intended, assumed
the character of an incursion of British landlord-
ism among the Irish. The mass of the natives
were not displaced but became tenants and labor-
ers upon the lands they used to regard as their
own. And this appears to have been the case
not only in Londonderry County but throughout
Ulster. An official return made in 1624 gives
the names of 629 Irish tenants in County
Fermanagh alone,
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The settlers thus lived surrounded by a hostile
population, with almost daily risks from raiders
and in almost constant alarm of a general rising.
In 1615 a plot for the surprise and burning of
Derry and Coleraine was formed, but was frus-
trated by the arrest of many of the conspirators.
According to the cruel practice of the times
torture was used to extort confessions. The
authorities were too alert and the military pre-
cautions too extensive to admit any opportunity
for a general rising at that time. But there ap-
pears to have been more or less marauding going
on all the time. In an official report of March
27, 1624, the writer mentions that many thefts
and robberies were being committed by bands
operating in the counties of Tyrone and London-
derry. He adds: “I know well that this is a
trifle to speak of in this kingdom, where such
courses have been frequent, and where there
are now many others in several counties upon
their keeping, as we call it here.” The phrase
“upon their keeping” may be taken to denote
such as adhered to the old order, what had
once been tribal privilege now taking the form
of rapine.

A Discourse upon the Settlement of the
Natives in Ulster which was submitted to the
Government in 1628 gives this account of the
situation at that time:
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“Whosoever doth know Ulster and will
deal truly with His Majesty must make this
report of it; that in the general appearance
of it, it is yet no other than a very wilder-
ness. For although in many of the propor-
tions, I mean of all kinds, there is one small
township, made by the Undertakers which is
all, yet, the proportions being wide and
large, the habitation of all the province is
scarce visible. For the Irish, of whom many
townships might be formed, do not dwell to-
gether in any orderly form, but wander with
their cattle all the summer in the mountains,
and all the winter in the woods. And until
these Irish are settled, the English dare not
live in those parts, for there is no safety
either for their goods or lives, which is the
main cause, though other reasons may be
given, why they do not plentifully go thither,
and cheerfully plant themselves in the
province.”

These perils and difficulties almost put an end
to the settlement of English in Ulster. Their
home conditions were not of such urgency as to
force them out into such a field. It was different
with the Scotch. More accustomed to emigra-
tion than the English of that period, more inured
to hardships, more capable in meeting them, they
held their ground, throve and spread, giving to
the Ulster settlement a Scottish character.! Ex-

! After this chapter had been written a valuable history ap-
peared entitled The Ulster Scot, by the Rev. James Barkley
Woodburn of Castlerock, County Derry, Ireland. This work
may be commended as a fair and well-informed history of Ulster,
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act figures as to population are not attainable.
No proper census of Ireland was taken until
1821; prior to that time there are only estimates.
All authorities agree that Ulster increased
rapidly in population, both in the native stock
and in the planted stocks. Wentworth, who was
Lord Deputy of Ireland from 1623 to 1640, esti-
mated that there were at least 100,000 Scots in
the North. The historian Carte, whose work al-
though published in 1736 is based upon such dili-
gent study of documentary sources that it still
ranks as a leading authority, estimates that in
1641 there were in Ulster 100,000 Scotch and
20,000 English. When it is considered that
Pynnar in 1619 reported only 6,215 men
settled on the plantation, so great a growth in the
next twenty years seems almost incredible. It
is to be observed however that the estimates in-
clude not only the population of the six escheated
counties covered by the plantation scheme, but

Mr. Woodburn, however, makes a statement in regard to racial
origins with which I am unable to agree. He holds that there
is little or no racial distinction between the Ulster Scots and
the Irish people in general and that “the Ulsterman has prob-
ably as much Celtic blood as the Southerner.” In support of this
averment he argues that the regions of Scotland from which
the Ulster plantation drew settlers were predominantly Celtic.
Mr. Woodburn’s argument was the subject of thorough con-
sideration by the Rev. Professor James Heron of the Assembly’s
College, Belfast, in an address delivered at that institution on
April 9, 1910. This address, which makes a thorough and com-
plete analysis of this intricate subject, will be found reproduced
in Appendix C of this book.
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also Antrim, Down and Monaghan in which set-
tlements of Scotch and English took place before
the plantation of 1610. After making all allow-
ances for possible exaggeration, it is certain that
within thirty years from the beginning of the
plantation there was a large Scotch population
in the country.



CHAPTER 1V
ForMATIVE INFLUENCES

Events of a kind that make or break character
came hard and fast in Ulster. They belong to
Irish history and they do not concern this work
save as they operated in forming Scotch-Irish
character, so for the present purpose it is neces-
sary only to take some note of their nature and
dimensions.

In 1625 Charles I. succeeded James I. In
1633 Thomas Wentworth, better known by his
later title of Lord Strafford, was appointed Lord
Deputy of Ireland. The career of this man re-
mains a historical puzzle but of his ability there
can be no question. He had been a leader of the
parliamentary opposition to the absolutist policy
of Charles and suddenly went over to the King’s
side as the energetic Minister of the policy against
which he had previously contended. The same
year that Wentworth became chief of the Gov-
ernment of Ireland, Laud became Archbishop of
Canterbury. The two worked in hearty accord
in asserting royal authority and in enforcing

religious conformity. The Irish Xstablished
129
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Church, under official pressure, discarded the ar-
ticles of religion whose Puritan tone had facili-
tated working agreement with the Presbyterian
ministers of Ulster. In 1634 the Irish Church in
convocation adopted the English articles, and it
was ordered that they were to be subscribed by
every minister and to be read by him publicly
in church at least once a year. A high commis-
sion court was set up in Dublin, its purpose be-
ing, as Strafford wrote, “to support ecclesiastical
courts and officers, to provide for the mainte-
nance of the clergy and for their residence, either
by themselves or able curators, to bring the
people here to a conformity in religion, and in
the way of all these to raise perhaps a good reve-
nue to the Crown.” Wentworth, whose motto
was “thorough,” knew perfectly well the signifi-
cance of his policy. In a letter to Laud, describ-
ing the measures he had taken, he remarked:
“So as now I can say, the King is as absolute
here as any prince in the whole world can be.”
To have a just appreciation of motives it
should be observed that at that period, and in-
deed for over a century later, the weight of po-
litical theory was on the side of principle of
absolutism in government. A good statement of
opinion will be found in Chapter XXII of Sidg-
wick’s Development of European Polity. He
-points out that the development of national unity,



FORMATIVE INFLUENCES 131

coherence and order, the suppression of the an-
archical resistance of powerful individuals and
groups, and the formation of sovereignty, all
took place upon the basis of royal prerogative.
Even so late as the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury “an impartial Continental observer . . .
would probably have regarded monarchy of the
type called absolute as the final form of govern-
ment to which the long process of formation of
orderly country-states had led up; and by which
the task of establishing and maintaining a civi-
lized political order had been, on the whole, suc-
cessfully accomplished, after other modes of
political construction had failed to realize it.”

Therefore it would be a great mistake to sup-
pose that because a man held absolutist principles
of government he was abject in his attitude to-
ward kings or insensible to liberty. For the
King as an individual he might have contempt
while valuing the office and its unrestricted
authority as the essential principle of public
order. Before the French Revolution absolutist
principles in government were not considered
inconsistent with liberalism. Indeed, on the
Continent of Kurope the two were traditionally
associated. It was the tendency of kings to pro-
mote reforms for the benefit of the people while
such organs of constituted authority as existed
apart from royal authority were shelters of class
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privilege. Hence Voltaire, the great apostle of
liberalism, was absolutist. He wrote to D’ Alem-
bert in 1765: “Who would have thought that the
cause of kings would be that of philosophers?
But it is evident that the sages who refuse to ad-
mit two powers are the chief support of royal
authority.” Again he said, “There ought never
to be two powers in the State.” This mode of
thought was originally characteristic of British
Toryism, and persisted in literature long after
absolutism has been extinguished as a working
scheme of government. In 1741 the Scotch phi-
losopher Hume published an essay in which he
held that the tendency to amass authority in the
House of Commons may produce a tyranny of
factions, and he concluded that “we shall at last,
after many convulsions and civil wars, find re-
pose in absolute monarchy, which it would have
been happier for us to have established peacefully
from the beginning.” Considerations of this
order supported the high Toryism of a thinker
of such robust common sense as Dr. Samuel
Johnson.

In his charming novel The Vicar of Wake-
field Goldsmith argues the case at length
through the mouth of one of his characters. It
is in Chapter XIX, entitled “The Description of
a Person Discontented with the Present Govern-
ment, and Apprehensive of the Loss of Our
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Liberties.” The gist of the argument is that by
placing themselves under a king the people
“diminish the number of tyrants and put tyr-
anny at the greatest distance from the greatest
number of people.” He argues that the alterna-
tive to kingship is not liberty but oppression:

“What they may then expect, may be
seen by turning our eyes to Holland, Genoa
or Venice, where the laws govern the poor
and the rich govern the laws. I am then for,
and would die for, monarchy, sacred mon-
archy: for if there be anything sacred among
men, it must be the anointed sovereign of his
people; and every diminution of his power,
in war or in peace, is an infringement upon
the real liberties of the subject.”

When such views were still extant in the mid-
dle of the eighteenth century, it cannot surprise
us that they should subsist along with sincere
patriotism and genuine love of liberty in the
middle of the seventeenth century. The issue
was not intentionally one between despotism and
liberty but between conflicting interpretations of
liberty. To Wentworth and Laud the liberty
proper to good Christians and good subjects
was a particular state of civil and religious order
which the Government prescribed and which it
was its business to apply. Wentworth’s con-
version from the King’s chief opponent to his
chief agent is a puzzling circumstance but it is
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not unparalleled. A recent biographer, H. D.
Traill, thinks the most plausible explanation is
that his period of opposition was the famil-
iar political expedient of making oneself such
a nuisance to the Government that one has to
be let into power. At any rate, Wentworth dis-
played such initiative, vigor and zeal in his ad-
ministration as accords with sincere conviction
and not with merely selfish calculation. His
character was admired by Bismarck who too in
his time acted as the champion of prerogative
against parliamentary opposition. At a crisis in
his career he declared he would persevere to the
end even though it brought him Strafford’s fate,
but in his case it brought glory and honor; so
much depends upon occasion and opportunity.
History has in a way vindicated the champions
of absolutism as well as the champions of free-
dom, although it is the latter that naturally have
the popular renown. The protagonists in the
long drawn out battle between prerogative and
popular rule that was not ended until the nine-
teenth century were both partly in the right. It
is historically evident that the principle of the
sovereignty of the State, which confers the power
of volition essential to the discharge of the func-
tions of modern government, was worked out on
the basis of royal prerogative. What has hap-
pened is that the legal institution has been
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detached from the individual control of the in-
cumbent of the kingly office. The custody has
passed to the representatives of the people, but
the institution itself is stronger than ever before,
and it has become the cardinal principle of popu-
lar government. The great authority of the late
Professor I'. W. Maitland may be cited in sup-
port of this statement. In his Constitutional
History of England (1908) he remarks:

“We must not confuse the truth that the
King’s personal will has come to count for
less and less with the falsehood (for false-
hood it would be) that his legal powers are
diminishing. On the contrary, of late years
they have enormously grown. The prin-
ciple being established that the King must
govern by the advice of Ministers who are
approved by the House of Commons, Par-
liament has entrusted the King with vast
powers, statutory powers. Many govern-
mental acts, which in the last century would
have required the passing of an act of Par-
liament, are now performed by exercise of
statutory powers conferred on the King.
Acts which give these powers often require
that they shall be exercised by Order in
Council. Thus in addition to his preroga-
tive or common law powers the King now
has statutory powers. All this, coupled
with the delegation of other powers to this
Minister and that, is the result of a new
government which began about 1830.”
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Thus things may now be done in the King’s
name that involve larger claim of legal author-
ity than would have been deemed conceivable in
the time of the Stuarts or admissible even by so
thoroughgoing an agent of prerogative as
Wentworth himself. The difference is that now
what is done in the King’s name is done at the
instance of the people constitutionally expressed,
and it is done on the public business in the
people’s interest and for the general welfare.
And the same remarks apply to the case of mod-
ern republics in which the term “the Crown” is
superseded by the term “the People” as the
source of authority. The apparatus of sov-
ereignty used by modern democracy may be
traced to institutions originally embodying royal
authority. Thus in a way the champions of
absolutism have contributed to the ultimate
triumph of popular rule by their incidental ser-
vice in developing the sovereignty of the State
as a legal institution. Where the course of
events has depleted sovereignty, popular govern-
ment now suffers in its competency. The stu-
dent of jurisprudence finds instances of such
defect in the constitutional history of the United
States, particularly in the government of the
several States.

In the struggle over the constitution of gov-
ernment which began in the seventeenth century
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the legists of the period were so heavily on the
side of prerogative that the opposition would
have been fatally weak in the moral and intel-
lectual force of its contention, had it not been
able to offer on its side a principle of legitimacy
and order. Religion supplied that principle.
In opposition to the claims of royal prerogative
it set up the paramount title of divine sover-
eignty. No one more strongly asserted the duty
of obedience than John Calvin. With character-
istically unflinching logic he insists upon passive
obedience “if we are inhumanly harassed by a
cruel prince; if we are rapaciously plundered by
an avaricious or luxurious one; if we are neg-
lected by an indolent one; or if we are perse-
cuted on account of piety, by an impious and
sacrilegious one.” But he proceeds to make an
exception which practically does away with his
rule. The duty of obedience to magistrates is
subordinate to one’s duty to God. “If they
command anything against Him, it ought not
to have the least attention; nor in this case,
ought we to pay any regard to all that dignity
attached to magistrates.”

Thus religious dissent contributed to consti-
tutional progress. Mr. Tfiggis, who supplied to
the Cambridge Modern History the article on
“Political Thought in the Sixteenth Century,”
sums up the case by saying that religious liberty
was the parent of political liberty:
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“Religious liberty arose, not because the
sects believed in it, but out of their passion-
ate determination not to be extinguished
either by political or religious persecution.

. . . The forces in favor of monarchy were

so strong that, apart from a motive appeal-

ing to the conscience, making it a duty

(even though a mistaken one in any indi-

vidual case) to resist the Government, there

would have been no sufficient force to with-
stand the tyranny of centralization which
succeeded the anarchy of feudalism.”

The mere assertion of this principle did not
necessarily make for constitutional government.
It was capable under individualistic interpreta-
tions of becoming an agency of social dissolu-
tion to counteract which the recourse would be
to arbitrary power. This mode of thought re-
ceived powerful expression in Milton’s Ready
and Easy Way to Establish a Free Common-
wealth published in 1659-60. He argued from
the experience of ancient republies that popular
assemblies “either little availed the people, or
else brought them to such a licentious and un-
bridled democracy as in fine ruined themselves
with their own excessive power.” That authority
may be stable it should have a perpetual tenure.
Therefore he proposed that the people should
elect their ablest and wisest men to sit as a grand
council for the management of public affairs,
holding office for life. “Safest therefore to me. it
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seems, and of less hazard and interruption to af-
fairs, that none of the grand council be moved,
unless by death or just conviction of some crime;
for what can be expected firm or steadfast from
a floating foundation.” The “Long Parliament”
was a sufficiently close approximation to this
scheme of government to expose its character-
istic quality. It remained in existence twenty
years and until its behavior became so intoler-
able that Cromwell turned what was left of it
out of doors.

In Ulster religion supplied not only a prin-
ciple of legality in opposition to royal absolutism
but also a principle of institutional order in
the Presbyterian model of church discipline.
The claims originally put forth in behalf of that
model in Scotland and England were not such
as can be reconciled with liberty of conscience,
but no such object was professed, the only pur-
pose being to establish what was regarded as true
spiritual order, the duty of government being to
repress violations of that order. 'The Scottish
National Covenant of 1638 described the au-
thority of the King as “a comfortable instrument
of God’s mercy granted to this country for the
maintenance of His Kirk.” But while the
Presbyterian system did not aim at liberty it
served the cause of liberty by supplying a prin-
ciple of unity and coherence whose political
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strength was triumphantly displayed both in
Scotland and Ulster. = Presbyterian influence
banded the people together in massive resistance
to Wentworth’s policy. Wentworth himself bore
emphatic testimony to the fact that the Ulster
Scots were the great obstacle to his plans for re-
ducing Ireland to submission and conformity.
He singled them out as the special objects of his
care. In 1639 an oath of allegiance was pro-
posed by which they were compelled to swear
never to oppose the King’s command and to ab-
Jjure all covenants and oaths contrary to the tenor
of this engagement. This imposition, which be-
came famous in Ulster history as The Black
Oath, was expressly designed to reach the Ulster
Scots, this purpose being set forth in the corre-
spondence between Wentworth and the King
with regard to the measure. By proclamation of
the Deputy and Council all the Scottish. resi-
dents of Ulster above the age of sixteen, women
as well as men, were required to take this oath.
The only exception made was in favor of Scots
who professed to be Roman Catholics. Commis-
sioners were appointed to administer the oath,
and to assist them the ministers and church
wardens were required to make a return of all
the Scots resident in their respective parishes.
Then either the people named had to appear to
take the oath, kneeling while the commissioners
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read it aloud, or else their names were reported
as recusants liable to punishment. Wentworth’s
arrangements were so carefully made and so
well backed up by military force that effective
resistance was impossible, but the attitude of the
people was such that later on he proposed “to
banish all the under Scots in Ulster by proclama-
tion,” meaning by “under Scots” those who did
not have large estates to incline them to submis-
sion to the policy of the Government. Nothing
came of this notion for soon afterward his career
was cut short by the impeachment that brought
him to the scaffold. Wentworth, who became
Earl of Strafford in 1640, was beheaded on May
12, 1641. Before parting with this remarkable
man it should be observed that his energetic ad-
ministration had its good side. His measures re-
lieved the coasts of Ireland from the scourge of
piracy and it was he that introduced the cultiva-
tion of flax which became and has remained a
flourishing Ulster industry. In aid of that enter-
prise he imported flax seed from Holland at his
own expense and induced expert workmen to
come from France and the Low Countries. All
historians of this period agree that under his six
years of strong administration the country made
great industrial progress. Reid’s History of
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland says: “At
no former period had the country enjoyed so



142 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

much real prosperity, and so long internal
peace.”

A tremendous change impended, the factors of
which were concealed within that specious tran-
quility. A measure which more than any other
of Strafford’s actions drew down upon him the
deadly hostility of the parliamentary party in
England was his levy of an army in Ire-
land. At the outset he intended all the men to
be Protestants, and of British extraction so far
as possible. But his views on that point had to
be modified when King Charles advised him that
the army would be used “to reduce those in Scot-
land to their due obedience.” After that Scots
were carefully weeded out and preference was
given to Irish Catholics, who, he told the King,
might do good service for they hated the Scots
and their religion. 'The headquarters staff were
all Protestants, but among the regimental offi-
cers were men who afterward became prominent
as leaders of rebellion. Strafford was perfect-
ly well aware that in thus giving military organi-
zation to natives whose religion was proscribed
by law he was taking serious risks. He wrote
to the King that their training “might arm their
old affections to do us more mischief, and put
new and dangerous thoughts into them after they
are returned home.” So clearsighted an admin-
istrator as Strafford would have taken precau-
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tions on this score, but after he had fallen a
victim to the rage of the parliamentary party
Charles precipitately ordered that the army be
disbanded, with license to a number of officers to
transport 8,000 foot “for the service of any prince
or State in amity with us.” At least seven of
these officers were afterward active leaders of
rebellion. One colonel by prompt work took over
to the service of France one thousand picked
men and engagements had been made also for
shipments to Spain, when the English Parlia-
ment practically stopped the business by a reso-
lution against transportation of soldiers by
merchants from any part of the King’s domin-
ions. In the end the army, most of which was
quartered in Ulster, was dishbanded, the men giv-
ing up their arms and quietly dispersing.

The disbanding of the army seemed at the time
to remove a great danger; what it actually did
was to create a great danger, soon revealed by
the outbreak of a civil war that lasted for eleven
years. It was ushered in by massacres, the na-
ture and extent of which has ever since remained
a subject of controversy. In October, 1641, there
was a sudden rising of the native Irish and a
great slaughter of Protestants, attended by re-
volting atrocities. The seizure of Dublin Castle,
in which Strafford had accumulated a great store
of munition of war, was part of the plot, but
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this design miscarried. The number of persons
who lost their lives in the October massacres is
a matter about which there has been and still is
great controversy. The number has been set as
high as 200,000 and as low as 8,000. Gardiner,
the latest historian to sift the evidence, concludes
that four or five thousand were murdered, and
about twice that number died of ill usage.
Woodburn, the latest historian of Ulster, ac-
. cepts that computation as probably correct. An
exact statement is not attainable but it is cer-
tain that thousands of Protestant settlers were
massacred and that great atrocities were commit-
ted. The details as set forth in the depositions
taken from survivors are revolting. A specifica-
tion that frequently recurs is that the clothes
were stripped from captives. But this would ap-
pear to be due rather to the fact that the poorer
natives seized the opportunity to get clothes for
themselves than that it was intended as a refine-
ment of cruelty. Indeed some of the most hor-
rible atrocities appear to have been committed
by women and children, following after the raid-
ing parties. At Kilmore in Armagh county,
after a number of the leading Protestants had
been murdered, a number of others were put as
prisoners in a thatched house. A party headed
by a woman set fire to this house, destroying all
the inmates except two women who crept through
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a hole in the wall and feigning death waited until
the murderers had gone when they escaped to
the mountains. A letter of one of the leaders of
the uprising is preserved in which he tells his
correspondent that “as for the killing of women
none of my soldiers dare do it, but the common
people that are not under rule do it in spite of
our teeth; but as for your people they killed of
women and children above three score.” Iso-
lated acts of charity and mercy are recorded.
The Rev. John Kerdiffe, a Protestant clergy-
man, in relating how he and his parishioners were
made prisoners by the Irish under Col. Richard
Plunket, said that “Col. Plunket treated us with
great humanity and in like manner did Friar
Malone at Skerry.” It must be remembered
that the uprising was carried on by local bands,
subject to no regular discipline, throwing the
country at once into a state of anarchy so that
every ferocious instinct and evil passion had an
opportunity of which horrible use was made.
And there were horrible reprisals as soon as the
Protestants got over the first surprise and were
able to make a stand.

Ulster bore the brunt of this uprising but the
English rather than the Scotch settlers were the
chief victims of the first onslaught. The Rev.
Dr. Reid, himself an Ulsterman, says in his
history:
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“As a body, the Presbyterians suffered
less by the ravages of the rebellion than any
other class. The more influential of their
ministers, and the principal part of their
gentry, had previously retired to Scotland
to escape the tyranny of Strafford and the
severities of the bishops, and were thus
providentially preserved. Those who re-
mained in the country were at first unmo-
lested by the Irish, in conformity with the
royal commission. This temporary pres-
ervation gave them time to procure arms,
and to take other necessary measures to
protect themselves against the storm which
they saw approaching. When the rebels,
therefore, abandoned their professed neu-
trality, and fell upon them, as furiously as
upon the English, they were prepared for
the attack. When they associated together
in sufficient numbers, they were generally
enabled to maintain their ground, and fre-
quently repulsed their assailants with loss.”

The “royal commission” mentioned by Dr.
Reid refers to a document published by the in-
surgents as coming from King Charles author-
izing them to seize and disarm the English
Protestants, but to spare the Scots. This docu-
ment is generally regarded by historians as a
forgery. So far from being any advantage to
Charles the Irish insurrection was a most un-
toward event. He exerted himself to bring
about a cessation of hostilities, so that he might
draw upon Ireland for aid in his struggle with
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the English Parliament. In 1645 he instructed
Ormonde, his deputy, “to conclude a peace with
the Irish, whatever it cost; so that my Protest-
ant subjects there may be secure, and my regal
authority preserved.” 'The articles of peace
concluded by Ormonde under this instruction
contain one article which affords remarkable
evidence of persistence of savage customs. One
of the engagements exacted of the King was
that the law “prohibiting the ploughing with
horses by the tail” should be repealed.

The civil war opened by the massacres of
October, 1641, was not ended until during the
year 16538. During its course the Ulster Scots
formed a distinct interest at variance with all
parts and in danger from all. Throughout they
had to encounter the steady enmity of the
native Irish who regarded them as intruders and
usurpers. They occupied a middle position
between the royalists and the parliamentarians,
between whose military operations they were
caught as between upper and nether millstones,
and if they were not ground fine that was be-
cause they were unusually hard material and the
grindstones were defective in power and appli-
cation. In Strafford’s time they were on the par-
liamentary side and thus became a mark of
royalist hostility. But when the Presbyterian
leaders were ejected from the English House of



148 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

Commons the Ulster Scots turned against the
Rump Parliament and denounced its members
as sectarians. 'The beheading of Charles I.
brought out an indignant protest from the Bel-
fast Presbytery to which John Milton, then be-
ginning his career as Latin secretary of
Parliament, made a tart reply, in which he de-
scribed the Ulster ministers as “blockish Pres-
byters” living in “a barbarous nook of Ireland.”
In 1649 General George Monk, who was in
command of the parliamentary forces in Ulster,
actually formed a temporary alliance with the
Irish rebel chief O’Neill and furnished him with
military supplies so that he could keep the field
against the royalists and the Presbyterians.
When Cromwell’s campaign had reduced Ire-
land to submission the Ulster Scots were again
in jeopardy of deportation, this time not at the
hands of the royalists but from the agents of
Parliament. As a part of the Cromwellian set-
tlement it was proposed that the Presbyterians
should be cleared out of Down and Antrim,
whose proximity to Scotland was thought to
make the situation dangerous. What is known
as the engagement of 1650, an instrument bind-
ing those taking it to support a Government
without King or House of Lords, was pressed
upon the people of Ulster by military force. The
Presbyterian ministers as a class refused to take
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the engagement, and they were strongly upheld
by the people. To break the resistance a plan
was formed to transplant the leading Presby-
terians in the counties of Down and Antrim to
Kilkenny, Tipperary and the seacoast of Water-
ford, all districts in the extreme south of Ire-
land, and thus remote from Scotland. A list of
260 persons was made up and a proclamation
ordering transplantation was issued on May 23,
1658. This transplantation was part of a gen-
eral scheme for repeopling the parts of Ireland
that had been desolated by the long civil war,
and consideration was shown for property
rights. The persons transplanted were to be
compensated for the estates which they lost, in-
cluding payment for the crops, and were to be
allowed over a year’s remission of taxes on lands
occupied by them in the districts where they
should be settled. It was expressly provided
that:

“The said persons shall and may enjoy
the freedom of their religion, and choose
their own ministers: provided they shall be
such as shall be peaceable minded men to-
ward the authority they live under, and
not scandalous: and such ministers shall be
allowed a competence for their subsistence,
suitable with others in their condition.”

This scheme got so far forward that some
of the leading men among those proclaimed for
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deportation visited the south of Ireland to ex-
amine the allotted lands, and other steps were
taken by the people to make ready for the trans-
plantation. The Scots of Antrim and Down
who had successfully held out against the arbi-
trary power of the King were on the point of suc-
cumbing to the arbitrary power of Parliament,
when absolutism intervened in the person of
Oliver Cromwell to end factious tyranny. In
April, 1653, Cromwell turned the Rump Parlia-
ment out of doors and that event made an end
of the transplantation scheme. The Irish Gov-
ernment continued to be hostile to the Ulster
Scots. An entry of February 14, 1656, on the
minutes of the Council of State sets forth a
scheme of driving out of Ulster and County
Louth “all such of the Scottish nation” as bore
arms against the Commonwealth in England,
Scotland and Ireland, together with all who had
arrived in Ulster or County Louth subsequent
to June 24, 1650. It was further proposed that
“others of the Scottish nation desiring to come
into Ireland” should be prohibited from settling
in Ulster or County Louth. This scheme of re-
pressing the “Scottish occupation of Ulster did
not go into effect. It was Cromwell’s policy to
maintain public order without denominational
preference. The Presbyterian ministers of
Ulster were no longer vexed by oaths of fidelity
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or political engagements, and officiated without
restraint.

The Cromwellian epoch marks the end of the
pioneer period of the Scottish settlement of Ul-
ster. It had survived persecution, massacre and
war. It emerged from the years of trial scarred
but vigorous, straitened in circumstances but un-
daunted in temper. Its vitality was promptly
exhibited in the rapid growth of its character-
istic institution, the Presbyterian Church, in the
seven years of mild political climate that now
ensued. Reid says:

“It was during this period that Presby-
terianism struck its roots so deeply and ex-
tremely throughout the province, as to
enable it to endure in safety the subsequent
storms of persecution, and to stand erect
and flourishing, while all the other contem-
porary scions of dissent were broken down
and prostrated in the dust. In the year
1653, the church possessed scarcely more
than the half dozen of ministers who had
ventured to remain in the country; now,
however [that is in 1660], she was served by
not less than seventy ministers regularly and
permanently settled, and having under their
charge nearly eighty parishes or congrega-
tions, comprising a population of probably
not far from one hundred thousand souls.”

This period may be taken as that in which the
Scotch-Irish type of character was definitely
fixed. The Cromwellian settlement marks the
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end of the old era and the beginning of a new
era, with its own social and economic base dis-
tinct from the foundations previously existing.
Old Ireland had been a pastoral country and a
meat diet predominated. At the close of the civil
war meat had to be imported. During this
period the potato rose to the prominence in Ire-
land that it has since preserved as a staple food-
stuff. Not long after the civil war, Sir William
Petty, a statistician of the period, found that
the people were living on potatoes, their practice
being to dig out the tubers just as they were
wanted. That is to say, potatoes were a con-
cealed crop to which the people could resort,
although grain might be easily cut or burned by
enemies and cattle still more easily driven off.
The potato crop seems to have been the mainstay
of the people against the famine that followed
the civil war and, accompanied by an outbreak
of plague, increased the desolation caused by
war. According to Petty, out of a population
of 1,446,000, 616,000 had in eleven years per-
ished by the sword, by famine or by plague. Ac-
cording to this estimate 504,000 of these who
perished were Irish, and 112,000 were of Eng-
lish extraction. According to some calculations
the number of victims was even greater, but
Petty’s estimates are generally regarded as the
most trustworthy. Moreover, there were ex-
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tensive deportations of native Irish to the West
Indies and great numbers went into Kuropean
exile. It is estimated that from 30,000 to 40,000
men left the country to enlist in foreign service.
The details of this tremendous social revolution
do not come within the province of this work.
Probably the most dispassionate and trustworthy
account is that given by Lecky in the sixth vol-
ume of his England in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury. But from what has been stated it will
readily be inferred that the tribal organization of
society that had heretofore shown such tenacious
vitality was destroyed root and branch. Accord-
ing to Petty about two-thirds of the good land
had been possessed by Catholics before 1641; in
1660, more than two-thirds had passed into the
possession of the Protestants. The mass of the
people had been converted from clansmen into
a tenant peasantry.

The Ulster breed was formed during these
terrible vicissitudes of Irish history. It had still
to pass through severe trials, but the permanence
of the type was now secure. An amusing in-
stance of the thoroughness with which Ulster had
been Scotticized is supplied by a document in the
Irish State Papers for 1660, entitled “A Short
Memorandum What is to be Looked unto in the
North of Ireland.” The writer says that “There
are 40,000 Irish and 80,000 Scots in Ulster ready
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to bear arms, and not above 5,000 English in the
whole province besides the army.” It is sug-
gested that the Scotch should be made to wear
hats instead of bonnets, which the writer calcu-
lates would remove from Scotland to Ireland a
trade of about £10,000 a year. Moreover, the
change would help the English “who in all fairs
and markets see a hundred bonnets worn for one
hat, which is a great prejudice and doth wholly
dishearten the English there and those who
would come out of England.”

The Presbyterian Church of Ulster was the
first to suffer from the proceedings against non-
conformity after the restoration of Charles II. to
the throne. In 1661 sixty-one Presbyterian
ministers of Ulster were ejected from their ben-
efices, and it was not until the following year
that the non-conforming ministers of England
and Scotland were ejected. But the Ulster
Presbyterians were not called upon to endure
such severe persecution as befell non-conformists
in England and Scotland. As a general thing
the ministers were able to keep on officiating al-
though shut out of parish endowments. Or-
monde, then head of the Irish Administration,
was disposed to be indulgent. Reid remarks:
“On the whole, the general mildness of his ad-
ministration, which continued during seven
years, presented a remarkable contrast to the
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unprecedented severity with which the non-con-
formists and Presbyterians were treated at this
period both in England and in Scotland.”

The most famous chapter of Ulster history
was that which opened with the English revolu-
tion of 1688 and the Catholic rising in Ireland in
support of James II. The Ulster Presbyterians
were prompt to declare their allegiance to Wil-
liam and Mary, and the Presbyterian ministers
took the lead in organizing the people for de-
fense against the adherents of James. Ireland,
outside of Ulster, was in the hands of Tyrcon-
nel, the deputy of James, and Tyrconnel moved
promptly to reduce Ulster to submission. But
the invaders were decisively repelled at Ennis-
killen in the west of Ulster and at Londonderry
in the north. Londonderry successfully resisted
attack for 105 days. The siege supplied a theme
admirably suited to Macaulay’s powers as a
literary artist and the account he has given in his
History of England is a masterpiece of scenic
writing.

The war ended in 1691 with the complete over-
throw of the Jacobite interest and the entire sub-
mission of Ireland to William and Mary. Fresh
confiscations of land followed together with the
exile of many thousands of native Irish. The
famous Irish brigade of Louis XIV. of France
dates from this period, and it was kept up by a
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stream of recruits from Ireland. With the
opening of the eighteenth century Protestant
ascendance was securely established in Ireland,
and yet it was during the period now begun that
the causes that promoted Ulster emigration be-
came powerful and influential. These will be
dealt with in the next chapter, but before leav-
ing the formative period of Ulster it should be
observed that its history is not seen in its proper
setting unless it is viewed as an episode in the
wars of religion. The Scotch settlement of Ul-
ster began before the Thirty Years War in
Germany (1618-1648). Dreadful as were the
sufferings of Ireland, they were on a smaller
scale than the misery and depopulation of Ger-
many ; and Germany was far more advanced than
Ireland in civilization when the war began. The
Peace of Westphalia was a political reorganiza-
tion from which the Europe of today takes its
start, and prior events now possess only an anti-
quarian interest. But Ulster history is un-
broken in its continuity and it has transmitted
to our own times feelings, interests, preposses-
sions and antipathies derived from the sixteenth
century. This has tended to obscure apprecia-
tion of the work accomplished in the Scotch set-
tlement of Ulster. It is still too much involved
in political controversy to obtain fair treatment,
consideration of the theme being marred by pre-
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Jjudice for or against the actors in events. The
ardent partisanship that is apt to characterize
treatises upon Irish history is in marked contrast
with the scientific detachment that marks his-
torical works dealing with the contemporaneous
periods of European history.

An incident of this continuity of Ulster his-
tory is the constancy of the Ulster type. Scotch-
Irish character has such depth of root and the
growth has been so durable that its fibre is sin-
gularly hard and strong and it retains this nature
wherever it is planted. The specific qualities of
the breed cannot be accounted for unless the in-
fluence of the Presbyterian discipline is taken
into consideration. Influence of this order has
become so lax in our own times that no idea of
its original stringency can be obtained unless the
nature of church government during the form-
ative period is considered.

The essential principle of government is the
subordination of the individual to the com-
munity. That principle was not abandoned by
the Presbyterian reformers in their revolt against
the Established Church. They did not conceive
of liberty as the absence of restraint but as a
state of order repressing brute propensity and
developing the moral sanctions that distinguish
human life from animal existence. That state
of order the Church should institute and the State
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should protect. This principle they applied by
a discipline which enfolded individual life and
subjected it to guidance and control. In describ-
ing social conditions in Ulster while the Planta-
tion was in the making, it has been mentioned
that public penitence was exacted of evil doers.
The affairs of each congregation were presided
over by the session composed of the minister and
the elders and deacons representing the congre-
gation. This body took jurisdiction of the morals
of the members of the congregation, and in-
flicted penalties for misconduct. The rules of
the Session of Templepatrick adopted in 1646
provided:

“That all complaints come into the Ses-
sion by way of bill: the complaintive is to
put one shilling with his bill, and if he proves
not his point, his shilling forfeits to the ses-
sion book. This is done to prevent ground-
less scandal.

“That all beer sellers that sell best beer,
especially in the night time, till people be
drunk, shall be censured.

“That if parents let their children vague
or play on the Lord’s Day, they shall be cen-
sured as profaners of the Sabbath.

“All persons standing in the public place
of repentance, shall pay the church officer
one groat.

“That no children be baptized till the par-
ents who present them come to some of the
elders and get their children’s names regis-
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tered, that the elders may testify of them to

the minister.”

The character of the penalties imposed in the
exercise of this jurisdiction will appear from the
following record:

“That John Cowan shall stand opposite
the pulpit, and confess his sin, in the face of
the public, of beating his wife on the Lord’s
Day.”

The rule respecting baptism looks to securing
the publicity of that rite. The early Presby-
terian ministers strongly condemned the admin-
istering of baptism or marriage in private. An
overture considered by the Ulster synod at its
meeting in Belfast, June 17, 1712, sets forth that
“the ancient and laudable custom of publishing
Marriage-Banns three several days of publick
worship, whereof two at least shall be Lord’s
days, ought to be carefully observed.” Any
minister marrying persons without the consent of
their parents or guardians was to be suspended
from office for six months and “afterward to
make a full and ingenuous confession of his sin,
and express unfeigned repentance for the same
before his Presbytery.”

The ministers themselves were subject to strict
supervision, for which purpose there was a pro-
cess known as “privy censures” following a cus-
tom that formed part of the Presbyterian
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discipline in Scotland and Irance. The form of
procedure is thus described:

“In every Presbytery, at least twice a
year, on days for prayer, as should be dune
in sessions likeways, there ought to be privy
censures, whereby each minister is removed
by course, and then enquiry is made at the
pastors and elders, if there be any known
scandal, fault, or negligence in him, that it
may be in a brotherly manner censured;
after the ministers, the Presbytery clerk is
to pass these censures likeways.”

Reid, writing in 1837, remarks that these cen-
sures “were laid aside at the general relaxation
of discipline in the last century but they ought
to be revived.” In the early days the authority
claimed by the church was freely and vigorously
exercised, and its discipline was a school of
morals for the people that made a deep and per-
manent impress upon the character of the Scotch-
Irish—a term, which by the way, they were slow
to accept. They used to describe themselves as
of “the Scottish nation in the North of Ireland,”
and they resented the adjunct appellation
“Irish” as an abatement of their proper nation-
ality. But common usage gradually overcame
the early antipathy.

From this training school came the stream of
American immigration that has been so distinct-
ive an ingredient of American society and so
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potent in its influence upon American history.
The diffusion of the Scotch-Irish breed in the
United States will occupy the remainder of this
work. But before leaving Ulster, completeness
of treatment requires the statement that in Ul-
ster it is not only the Presbyterian Church that
affords a signal instance of the value of institu-
tional order in perpetuating national life. The
case of the native Irish is even more significant.
Nothing more strongly attests the institutional
efficiency of the Catholic Counter-Reformation
than the way in which the wasted and impover-
ished native Irish were sustained and recuperated
by their church. The work was carried on under
a heavy ban of law backed up by extremely severe
penalties, but there seems to have been no lack
of missionaries willing to meet all hazards. In
1747 the Primate of the Established Church of
Ireland estimated that there were more than
3,000 Roman Catholic priests in the country
while the Established Church had incumbents and
curates to the number only of about 800. At the
present time Ulster itself is more Catholic than
Presbyterian, the Roman Catholics numbering
44 per cent., the Presbyterians 27 and the Episco-
palians 238. In Ireland as a whole these three
bodies have respectively 74, 10 and 13 per cent.
of the population. While Catholic discipline
must be acknowledged to be the main factor in
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producing this result, yet a powerful accessory
has been the drain of Protestantism from the
country through the effect of the legislation of
the eighteenth century, and of this drain the most
important part was the Ulster emigration now to
be considered.

CHRONOLOGY

The period covered by this chapter was marked by such
sharp vicissitudes of government that the following chron-
ology may be of service in enabling readers to keep track
of events:

1625 Accession of Charles I.
1633 Wentworth is appointed Lord Deputy.
1636 Introduction of linen manufacture.
1640 Wentworth created Earl of Strafford.
The Long Parliament opens.
Impeachment of Strafford.
1641 Execution of Strafford.
Rising and massacres in Ulster.
1642 Civil War begins in England.
Parliamentarians, Royalists and Catholic Confeder-
ates, each struggling for ascendancy in Ireland.
1644 Ormonde, Lord Lieutenant.
1645 Battle of Naseby in England.
1646 Charles surrenders to the Scots.
1647 Presbyterianism established in England.
The King seized at Holmby.
1648 Scottish army invades England and is defeated at
Preston and Wigan.
Col. Pride expels the Presbyterian majority from
the House of Commons.
1649 Execution of King Charles.



1650
1652
1653

1654

1656
1658
1659
1660

1662
1663
1664
1666

1685
1688

1689
1690
1691
1696
1699

1702

1704

1711
1714
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The Commonwealth proclaimed.

Cromwell arrives in Ireland.

Cromwell returns to England.

Act for the settlement of Ireland.

Cromwell expels the Rump Parliament and estab-
lishes the Protectorate.

The first Protectorate Parliament. Thirty members
sit representing Ireland.

The Cromwellian settlement of Ireland.

Henry Cromwell, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.
Death of Cromwell.

Monk marches from Scotland.

He declares for a “free Parliament.”

The Restoration. Charles II. seated on the throne
of England.

Act of Uniformity.

Ireland excluded from the Navigation Act.

The Conventicle Act.

Prohibition of export to England of Irish cattle and
provisions.

Accession of James II.

William lands at Torbay.

Flight of James.

Closing of the gates of Derry and Enniskillen.
Siege of Derry and Enniskillen.

Battle of Boyne.

William ITI. seated on the throne.

Navigation Act unfavorable to Ireland.

English Act prohibiting export of Irish wool.

Irish Parliament lays prohibitive export duties on
wool.

Accession of Anne.

Penal Act against Roman Catholics, with a test
clause excluding Presbyterians from public office.
Persecution of the Presbyterians.

Accession of George I.
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1725 Potato famine.
1727 Accession of George II.
1740-1741 Famine years in Ireland.
1760 Accession of George III.
1761 Agrarian disturbances in the North of Ireland.
1765 Passage of the Stamp Act for American Colonies.
1771 Decline of linen manufacture.

Extensive emigration to America from Ulster.
1776 American Declaration of Independence.



CHAPTER V

EMIGRATION TO AMERICA

The beginnings of the Ulster Plantation co-
incided with the beginnings of the American
plantation, so that migration across the Atlantic
was from the first a known recourse if condi-
tions in Ulster became too hard. When the
Presbyterian ministers in Ulster began to suffer
from Strafford’s vigorous measures against non-
conformity a start was made that but for a mis-
chance might have set in motion at that early
period the stream of Scotch-Irish emigration to
America. In 1635 work was begun on the build-
ing of a ship of 115 tons burden at Groomsport,
on Belfast lough. The ship was called the
Eagle Wing in allusion to the text, Exodus
XIX., 4: “I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself.” A number of Pres-
byterian ministers, among them Livingston and
Blair, were interested in this enterprise. On
September 9, 1636, a company of 140 persons
set sail for New England, the number being in-
creased on the voyage by the birth of a child who
was named Seaborn. After some hindrance at

165
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the start, the ship had fair weather until more
than half the distance had been traversed when
severe storms were encountered and the ship be-
came leaky, so that it was decided to put back
to Ireland.

In reading the account of this voyage as given
in the Life of Robert Blair by his son-in-law
one gets the impression that signs and omens had
more to do with the failure than the weather.
The account says that when the storm struck the
vessel they were “‘nearer the bank of Newfound-
land than any part of Europe.” The decision to
return was reached after “Mr. Livingston pro-
poned an overture,” which was that if in twenty
hours the Lord “were pleased to calm the storm
and send a fair wind, they might take it for an
approbation of their advancing, otherwise they
should return.” But the storm grew worse, and
the matter was then put to Mr. Blair to decide,
whereupon he did “fall into a fit of fainting or a
kind of swarf [Scot for swoon], but shortly re-
covering, he was determined to be of their
mind.” They made their way without further
mishap, arriving on November 3 in the harbor
whence they had started. Mr. Blair took the
affair as a sign against emigration to America,
“seeing the Lord, by such speaking providences
and dispensations, had made it evident to them
that it was not His will they should glorify Him
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in America, He having work for them at home.”
What troubled them most about the affair was
that “they were like to be signs and wonders,
and a very mockery to the wicked, who did laugh
and flout at their enterprise.”

There is remarkably little of organized exo-
dus on religious grounds from Ulster. There
were times when it seemed that one was about to
take place, but before it actually started con-
ditions were relieved sufficiently to cause action
to be deferred. Instead of seeking refuge in far
places the habitual inclination of the Presbyter-
ians of Ulster was to stand their ground and
abide results in common with the Presbyterians
of Scotland. The Ulster settlers regarded them-
selves as being Scotch Presbyterians just as much
as though resident in Scotland. The short sea-
ferry between the two countries made intercourse
easy and there was close ecclesiastical fellowship.
Scotland was a regular source of ministerial sup-
ply to Ulster and Presbyterian ministers har-
assed in Ulster could count upon welcome and
favor in Scotland. Among the Independent
sects ecclesiastical influence could readily tend to
emigration by groups and companies, but among
the Ulster Presbyterians it tended to knit the
community together and to hold them to their
place.

Ulster emigration upon any important scale is
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to be attributed to economic and not to religious
causes. While the conditions were taking form
that eventually produced a great migration of
Ulster Scots, facilities of transportation were
developed that familiarized the people with the
possibilities of emigration and acquainted them
with the means. After the first difficulties of
planting colonies in America had been overcome
and the settlements had taken root, popular ap-
preciation of the New World as the land of op-
portunity spread rapidly. The State Papers of
so early a date as 1649 contain a petition from
Captain John Bayley setting forth that he has
a scheme for ship building in Ireland, in connec-
tion wherewith he will be able to plant in Vir-
ginia “100 poor people yearly with all necessary
provisions.” He says he has already done much
work in explaining the scheme and interesting
people in it, and asks permission to collect funds
for it in all parishes of England and Ireland.
The first notice in the State Papers of any
considerable emigration from Ulster to America
appears in May, 1656. A letter written from
Lisnegarvy says: “We are very full of soldiers
come from all parts to ship at Carrickfergus and
where eight or ten are appointed out of a com-
pany commonly three times as many are offer-
ing and desiring to go.” The soldiers referred
to presumably belonged to the Cromwellian army
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in Ireland which the Government was endeavor-
ing to disband. Land in Ireland was offered to
them but they showed no disposition to settle on
it, though it appears from the letter quoted that a
chance to get to America was eagerly seized.
But emigration of this character could not be
properly described as a movement of Ulster
Scots. The true beginning of that probably took
place in connection with the growth of the trade
between Scotland and America, in which Ulster
naturally participated. Scotch mercantile enter-
prise which had long been noted for its bold
activity and wide range was not likely to neglect
such a promising field as America, and there are
many indications that a brisk trade between Scot-
land, America and the West Indies was estab-
lished the latter half of the seventeenth century.
The English State Papers record urgent com-
plaints from English merchants that Scotch ships
were spoiling their trade with the American plan-
tations. In 1695 Edward Randolph, a Mary-
land official, recommended that in order to check
Scotch trade the three lower counties of Dela-
ware should be annexed to Maryland, West
Jersey to Pennsylvania, Kast Jersey to New
York and Rhode Island to Massachusetts. 'The
obnoxious trade must have been going on a long
time before it could have acquired such extent
and importance as to provoke such sweeping
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measures. ‘Scotch predilection for American ad-
venture was strikingly, illustrated by the un-
fortunate Darien expedition of 1698. Three
quarters of a million sterling were subscribed
with the idea of establishing a New Caledonia on
the Isthmus of Darien. Fleets carrying first
1,200 men and later 1,500 men were sent out to
occupy the country, the result being disastrous
failure and complete abandonment.

The first distinctively Scotch-Irish settle-
ments known to have taken place in America
were on the Kastern Shore of Maryland. That
colony, granted to Lord Baltimore in 1632, was
prior to that time chiefly known for its trade in
beaver skins obtained from the Indians. St.
Mary’s, the first capital of Maryland, was located
on the site of a trading post. Religious toler-
ation was one of the inducements to settlers of-
fered by the Proprietors. It was hoped by this
means that people would be attracted from other
colonies as well as from Europe. In 1643 Lord
Baltimore wrote to Captain Gibbons of Boston
describing the land grants Maryland was offer-
ing to settlers, “with free liberty of religion.”

The records are silent as to when and how the
Scotch-Irish entered Maryland but it was a
natural consequence of the large inducements
which the Maryland Proprietary was offering to
settlers. In 1648, when commissioning William
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Stone as Governor of Maryland, Lord Baltimore
set forth that Stone “hath undertaken in some
short time ta procure five hundred people of
British or Irish descent to come from other places
and plant and reside within our said province of
Maryland for the advancement of our colony
there.” Stone, a Protestant, who had himself
come into Maryland from the Eastern Shore of
Virginia, is known to have promoted a Puritan
emigration from that section into Maryland. In
1649 Lord Baltimore offered 3,000 acres of land
for every thirty persons brought in by any ad-
venturer or planter. The influx of settlers that
resulted from such measures is doubtless account-
able for the beginnings of Scotch-Irish settle-
ment in Maryland. The known facts all
harmonize with this supposition. The earliest
notice of an American minister from Ireland ap-
pears in a letter of April 18, 1669, from Matthew
Hill, an English non-conformist minister, to
Richard Baxter, on whose advice Hill had gone
to Maryland. Describing the situation in Mary-
land, Hill remarked: ‘“We have many also of
the reformed religion who have a long time lived
as sheep without a shepherd, though last year
brought in a young man from Ireland who hath
already had good success in his work.”

The Irish minister thus referred to has never
been identified. Dr. Briggs in his American
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Presbyterianism thinks he may have been one
of those driven into exile from Ireland by the
persecutions beginning in 1663. This is quite
likely but the fact cannot be established. The
first Presbyterian minister of whom there is cer-
tain knowledge was William Traill, who, in
1672, was ordained pastor of the Presbyterian
congregation at Lifford, in the Presbytery of
Laggan, Ireland. He was clerk of the Presby-
tery and was one of five ministers prosecuted in
1681 for observing a special fast appointed by
the Presbytery. The ministers were sentenced to
pay a fine of twenty pounds each and on their
refusal were sentenced to prison. Reid says:
“They were confined in Lifford, though not very
rigorously, for above eight months, when they
were released by the sheriff, and their fines after-
ward remitted by the court of exchequer on pay-
ment of their fees.” It is probable that upon his
release from prison in 1682 Traill went directly
to Maryland where he knew he would be among
friends. 'The records of Somerset county, Mary-
land, show that he acquired 133 acres on the
Pocomoke River near Rehoboth on May 8, 1686,
and it is probable that he was the founder of
the Presbyterian Church at Rehoboth. He was
evidently held in marked esteem as he received
bequests from John White in 1685 and from
John Shipway in 1687. In November, 1689, he
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was one of the signers of a petition to William
and Mary asking “protection in securing our
religion, lives and liberty under Protestant Gov-
ernors.” Somerset County records show that in
February, 1690, he gave a friend a power of at-
torney to convey land, which was doubtless done
as an incident of his return to Scotland, where
on September 17, 1690, he became pastor of the
church of Borthwick, near Edinburgh.

It is highly probable that Thomas Wilson, an-
other minister known to have been in Somerset
County at this period, was also from the Laggan
Presbytery. The Presbytery records have sev-
eral entries in regard to Thomas Wilson between
1674 and 1678. It appears that he was pastor
of Killybegs, a parish on the western coast of
Donegal, where he was having great difficulty in
getting a living. An entry of July 3, 1678, notes
that Killybegs has paid him only twelve pounds
a year for the past two years, with no prospects
of improvement. From 1681 to 1691 there is a
blank in the Presbytery minutes, but when they
resume there is no further mention of Killybegs
or Wilson. But a Thomas Wilson appears in the
Maryland land records as acquiring from Colonel
William Stevens on May 20, 1681, a parcel of
land called Darby, containing 350 acres. He
was the first pastor of the Presbyterian Church at
Manokin, and as its pastor is mentioned in the
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will of John Galbraith, 1691, and the will of
David Brown, 1697.

Samuel Davis, another Maryland minister at
this period, is supposed to be an Irishman, as it
seems probable that he is meant by a reference
made in 1706 to “an Irish Presbyterian” who
preached in Delaware for some years. A
“Samuel Davies,” who was residing in Somerset
County in 1678, may have been the same person.
In 1684 a marriage was celebrated by the Rev.
Samuel Davies in Somerset County, and in Sep-
tember of that year he received from Colonel
Stevens a warrant to have laid out a tract of
500 acres upon St. Martin’s Creek, southeast
side of the Pocomoke River. He was pastor of
the Presbyterian Church at Snow Hill in 1691,
remaining there until 1698 when he removed
to Hoarkill, now Lewes, Delaware, where he re-
sided and preached for a number of years.

The Colonel Stevens who appears in the
records as a conveyer of land to the early Presby-
terian ministers of the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land seems to have been active in promoting
immigration in pursuance of Lord Baltimore’s
policy. He was one of the earliest settlers in
Somerset County, and was for 22 years a judge
of the county court. In 1684 he was appointed
by Lord Baltimore Deputy Lieutenant for the
province. He died on his plantation near Reho-



EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 175

both December 23, 1687, aged 57 years. The in-
terest he took in procuring Ulster ministers for
the Eastern Shore of Maryland indicates the
existence of Scotch-Irish settlements there. An
entry of December 29, 1680, on the minutes of
the Laggan Presbytery says:

“Collonell Stevens from Maryland beside
Virginia, his desire of a godly minister is
presented to us, the meeting will consider it
seriously and do what they can in it. Mr.
John Hoart is to write to Mr. Keip about
this and Mr. Robert Rule to the meetings of
Route and Tyrone, and Mr. William "I'raill
to the meetings of Down and Antrim.”

No action in response to this application is re-
corded, the minutes discontinuing in 1681 and
not resuming until 1690. DBut the removal of
Traill to Maryland, and the subsequent removal
of Makemie is doubtless to be ascribed to this
call. Francis Makemie, famous as a pioneer or-
ganizer of the Presbyterian Church in America,
was born near Ramelton, Ireland, and was edu-
cated at the University of Glasgow. When the
letter from Colonel Stevens arrived, Makemie
had been for some time preparing for the min-
istry under the supervision of Laggan Presby-
tery. The minutes for 1681 note that he
submitted a homily which was approved, and
presumably he was licensed soon thereafter.
Owing to the discontinuance of the minutes there
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1s no official record of the date, but it must have
been prior to April 2, 1682, as it is known that on
that date he preached at Burt, Ireland. He is
next heard of in Maryland, whither he went
probably in 1683. He did not settle permanently
for some years, but carried on an itinerant min-
istry in Maryland, Virginia and the Barbadoes.
A letter of July 22, 1684, mentions that he was
then on the Elizabeth River, Virginia (near the
present site of Norfolk), ministering to a congre-
gation “who had a dissenting minister formerly
from Ireland until the Lord was pleased to re-
move him by death in August last.” 'The name
of this Irish minister has not been discovered,
and no reference to him has been found other
than that made by Makemie.

Reid says that during 1684 the greater part of
the ministers composing the Presbytery of Lag-
gan intimated their intention of removing to
America “because of persecutions and general
poverty abounding in those parts, and on account
of their straits and little or no access to their
ministry.” But it does not appear that they put
that design into effect, for with the death of
Charles II. the following year the pressure re-
laxed. The persecutions to which the Ulster
Presbyterians were exposed were less severe than
those from which the Scotch Presbyterians were
then suffering. There can be no doubt that the
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religious motive was an important factor in
Scotch emigration at this period. In 1684 and
1685 bodies of Scotch people fleeing from perse-
cution landed in Kast Jersey. George Scot,
Laird of Pitlochie, who was active in the move-
ment, gave as his reason for the enterprise that
“there are several people in this kingdom, who,
upon account of their not going that length in
conformity required of them by the law, do live
very uneasy; who, beside the other agreeable ac-
commodations of that place may there freely
enjoy their own principles without hazard or
trouble.” In a volume which he published in
‘Edinburgh describing conditions and opportuni-
ties in East Jersey, he made this mention of the
Scotch-Irish in Maryland:

“I had an account lately from an ac-
quaintance of mine, that the Province of
Ulster, where most of our nation are seated,
could spare forty thousand men and women
to an American plantation, and be suffi-
ciently peopled itself. The gentleman who
gave me this information is since settled in
Maryland; the account he sends of that
country is so encouraging that I hear a great
many of his acquaintances are making for
that voyage.”

It is evident from this that there was a particu-
larly close connection between Ulster and the
Chesapeake Bay settlements at this period. Ad-
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ditional evidence of this is furnished by the
fact that the congregation on Elizabeth River,
Virginia, to which Makemie ministered for a
time, obtained his successor from the bounds of
Laggan Presbytery. He was Josias McKee, son
of Patrick McKee, of St. Johnstone, County
Donegal. He probably began his ministry in
1691 and he continued pastoral work in the Eliza-
beth River country until his death in November,
1716.

These particulars, which we owe to the minute
research made by historians of the American
Presbyterian Church, afford conclusive evidence
of the existence of distinctively Scotch-Irish
settlements on the Eastern Shore of Maryland
and Virginia considerably prior to 1680, and
probably dating back to the immigration started
in 1649. Doubtless, in view of the intimacy
between Scotland and Ulster, there was some
Ulster ingredient in Scotch trade and Scotch
settlements in other American colonies during
the seventeenth century but no record has been
discovered of distinctively Scotch-Irish settle-
ments at this period except in the Chesapeake
Bay region. The records of ministerial supply
are of themselves enough to show that the Scotch-
Irish community was well established. More-
over, this supposition is confirmed by records
preserved in the State Papers. In a report of



EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 179

July 19, 1677, Lord Baltimore gave this account
of religious conditions in Maryland:

“That there are now four ministers of the
Church of England residing there who have
plantations of their own, and those who have
not are maintained by voluntary contribu-
tions of their own persuasion, as others are
of the Presbyterians, Independents, Ana-
baptists, Quakers and Romish church. That
there are a sufficient number of churches and
meeting houses for the people there which
are kept in good repair by voluntary con-
tributions. . . . That three-fourths of the
inhabitants are Presbyterians, Independ-
ents, Anabaptists and Quakers, the rest be-
ing of the Church of England and Romish
church.”

The Presbyterians mentioned as maintaining
ministers “of their own persuasion” may be taken
to include the Scotch-Irish settlers. A more
distinct reference appears in a later report made
by Lord Baltimore, which was received by the
Board of Trade on March 26, 1678. Replying
to interrogatories from the English Government,
Lord Baltimore says:

~ “All the planters in general affect the

style of merchants, because they all sell to-

bacco, and their chief estate is the number
of their servants, who serve generally five
or six years, and then become planters and
call themselves merchants. . . . Can give no

probable guess of the number of masters or
servants, nor of the number imported for
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any time, but are generally English and

Irish.”

We are not left to inference as to whether
these “Irish” included Ulster Scots, for some
years later we find the same Chesapeake Bay
settlements appearing in the State Papers as
distinctively Scotch-Irish. In the course of a
long report, June 25, 1695, from Sir Thomas
Laurence, Secretary of Maryland, the following
oceurs:

“In the two counties of Dorchester and
Somerset, where the Scotch-Irish are most
numerous, they almost clothe themselves by
their linen and woolen manufactures and
plant little tobacco, which learning from one
another, they leave off planting. Shipping,
therefore, and the bringing in of all manner
of English clothing is to be encouraged, and
if they be brought in at easy rates, the
planter will live comfortably and will be in-
duced to go on planting tobacco.”

Laurence says that cotton weaving has begun
in Virginia and that some few have begun to
grow cotton in Maryland. He suggested that it
be taken into consideration “whether an act of
Parliament should not be passed to prevent the
planting of cotton in these countries.” 'This
mention of the Scotch-Irish exhibits them as a
community so long established that linen and
woolen manufactures had attained considerable

development. This circumstance tallies with the
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fact that so early as 1680 the community was
large enough to issue a call for ministerial sup-
ply. There is no record of any other Scotch-
Irish settlement in America at that time. The
most likely place then would have been Massa-
chusetts, but a report of Governor Bradstreet of
May 18, 1680, on conditions in that colony says
that very few English, Scots, Irish or foreigners
had arrived there for seven years; that there were
there then about 120 negroes “and it may be as
many ‘Scots bought and sold for merchants in
the time of the war with Scotland . . . and
about half so many Irish.”

All accessible data indicate that the Chesa-
peake Bay settlements were the first distinctively
Scotch-Irish settlements made in America. But
these settlements left in the wake of the tobacco
trade do not appear to have been important as a
stage in the Scotch-Irish occupation of America.
When the emigration from Ulster began on a
large scale in the eighteenth century it turned
chiefly to Pennsylvania. The Maryland settle-
ments, however, possess much importance in con-
nection with the planting of the Presbyterian

Church in this country, as will appear when that ‘_

branch of the sub ject comes up for consideration
in the course of this history.

The economic condltlons that occasmned a
genuine exodus from Ulster early in the e elgh-

N s
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teenth century were the outcome of the narrow
views of commercial policy that then inspired
governmental action. Colonies and plantations
were valued simply as a convenience to home in-
terests and it was considered intolerable that they
should develop industries of a competitive char-
acter. The anxiety which Sir Thomas Laurence
expressed over the linen and woolen manufac-
tures of the Scotch-Irish on the Eastern Shore
of Maryland is quite typical. Strafford during
his lieutenancy of Ireland showed genuine solici-
tude for the development of industry and yet his
correspondence shows that he held that Irish en-
terprise in such an important English industry
as woolen manufacture was reprehensible. After
the Restoration, when Ireland began to recover
from the Cromwellian wars, Irish exports of cat-
tle excited the alarm of English landowners who
complained that the competition of the Irish
pastures was lowering English rents. Laws
were accordingly enacted in 1665 and 1680 ab-
solutely prohibiting the importation into Eng-
land from Ireland of all cattle, sheep and swine,
of beef, pork, bacon and mutton and even of
butter and cheese.

This attitude was not peculiar to the Govern-
ment of England but was just as strong in Scot-
land at that period. The Government of Scotland
complained of the effect of English laws on
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Scottish industry and obtained some concessions,
but meanwhile it subjected Ireland to worse
treatment than that of which it complained when
it was the sufferer. In February, 1667, on the
urgent representation of ‘Scottish traders, an
embargo was laid on the importation of Irish
cattle, salt beef, meal and all kinds of grain; and
subsequently horses were added to the list. 'This
embargo was probably more detrimental to
Ulster than the English prohibition, and it ex-
plains “the general poverty abounding in those
parts” mentioned as one of the reasons that in
1684 caused a general disposition toward emigra-
tion among the ministers of the Laggan Presby-
tery. One marked effect of this sort of legisla-
tion was to build up a smuggling trade that long
abounded in Ulster and on the neighboring
coasts of Scotland.

In addition to shutting Irish produce out of
English markets, English commercial selfishness
was as urgently solicitous that Irish enterprise
should not invade the colonies and interfere with
English trade there. They were England’s colo-
nies and it was held that Ireland had no right to
participate in colonial trade. Acts passed in
1663, 1670 and 1696 excluded Irish vessels
from the American trade and prohibited any im-
portation directly from the colonies to Ireland.
In the presence of such restraints upon the com-
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merce of the country in its natural products, the
industrial activity of the people sought an outlet
in manufactures. Woolen manufacture, Whose
beginning in 1636 Strafford had discouraged,.
now revived. 'The quality of Irish wool was ex-
cellent and the cloth obtained such a reputation
that industrial prospects became bright. Al-
though shut out of Scotland, England and
Anmerica, Ireland might trade with the rest of the
world and in that way establish her prosperity.
The Irish woolen trade became so important that
it attracted capital and manufacturers from
Scotland, England and even Continental Eu-
rope. But there was an important woolen
industry in England whose loud complaints
were soon voiced in Parliament. The House of
Lords and the House of Commons both made
urgent representations to King William that the
English woolen manufacture was menaced by the
Irish industry. The memorial of the House of
Commons urged William “to enjoin all those
you employ in Ireland to make it their care, and
use their utmost diligence to hinder the exporta-
tion of wool from Ireland, except it be imported
hither, and for discouraging the woolen manu-
facture.” The King promised to comply with
the request and the Irish Parliament itself was
submissive. At a session begun in September,
1698, the Irish House of Commons pledged its



EMIGRATION TO AMERICA 185

hearty endeavors to establish linen and hempen
manufacture in Ireland, with the hope that there
might be found “such a temperament” in respect
to the woolen trade as would prevent it from be-
ing injurious to that of England. It then pro-
ceeded to impose heavy duties on the export of
Irish woolen goods. But even this was not
enough to satisfy the English woolen manufac-
turers. By existing laws Irish woolen manufac-
tures were already excluded from the colonial
market, and were virtually excluded from Eng-
land by prohibitory duties. In 1699 the work
of exclusion was completed by a law enacted by
the British Parliament prohibiting the Irish from
exporting manufactured wool to any other coun-
try whatever.

~The main industry of Ireland was thus de-
stroyed. Even the promise that encouragement
would be shown to other manufactures was only
partially and grudgingly fulfilled. It was not
until 1705 that, at the urgent petition of the
Irish Parliament, the Irish were allowed to ex-
port white and brown linens to the British col-
onies, but checked, striped and dyed linens were
absolutely excluded, and no colonial goods could
‘be brought directly to Ireland. Efforts to build
up linen manufacture met with opposition in
England on the ground that the competition of
Irish linen with Dutch linen might hurt the
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Dutch market for English woolen manufactures,
and would therefore be indirectly injurious to
England. It was only after a hard struggle that
the linen manufacture escaped the fate of the
Irish woolen manufacture. Hempen manufac-
ture was discouraged until it ceased. Indeed for
a long period no exactions seemed too great to
make upon Ireland. There was even agitation
i favor of measures to prohibit all fisheries on
the Irish shore except with boats built and
manned by Englishmen.

After the Revolution of 1688 Scotch migra-
tion set strongly toward Ulster. Land was of-
fered on long lease at low rents and for some
years a steady stream of Scotch Presbyterians.
poured into the country. In 1715 Archbishop
Synge estimated that not less than 50,000 Scotch
families had settled in Ulster since the Revolu-
tion. In 1717 and 1718 as the leases began to
fall in, the landlords put up the rents double and
often treble, and the smaller farms tended to pass
from Protestant hands to Catholic tenants who
were ready to bid higher terms. And while the
tenant farmers were rackrented by their land-
lords they had to pay tithes for the support of
the Established Church whose ministrations they
did not desire or receive. Such conditions, intro-
duced at a time when the commercial legislation
of England was uprooting Irish industry,
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created an intolerable situation. Moreover,
fresh religious disabilities were put upon the
Presbyterians. The penal act of 1704 against
the Roman Catholics had a test clause which ex-
cluded Presbyterians from all civil and military
office. Presbyterian ministers were legally liable
to penalties for celebrating marriages, and cases
occurred of prosecutions although as a rule the
Government was more tolerant than the laws.
" Entries on the Ulster Synod records show how
solicitous the ministers were that none of their
communion should provoke the authorities by
marrying members of the Kstablished Church.

To escape from such conditions the people be-
gan to flee the country in great numbers, often
accompanied by ministers. An instance of emi-
gration under pastoral care is supplied by an
entry on the records of the General Synod of
Ulster, June 15, 1714, which at the same time
illustrates the care exercised as to ministerial
qualifications in such cases. It appears that
John Jarvie had been a probationer under the
Presbytery of Down, but had received ordina-
tion from the Presbytery of Belfast, and the
Synod called for explanations. The Belfast
Presbytery replied that:

“Mr. Jarvie having a great inclination

to go to some of the Plantations in America,
Down Prébry having signified that to the
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late Synod of Belfast, and gave a very good
character of him—Mr. John Jarvie bringing
testimonies from the Prébry of Down to the
Prebry of Belfast, which was abundantly
satisfying—he readily subjected to the
Prebry of Belfast; that Mr. Robert Wilson,
mercht in Belfast, wrot to Mr. Kirkpatrick,
to be comunicate to the Prebry of Belfast,
that there was a ship in the Logh of Belfast
bound for South Carolina; that the seamen
and passengers amount to the number of 70,
that it was earnestly desir’d that they may
have a Chaplain on board, and if ordain’d,
so much the better for the voyage, and also
for the person to be ordain’d and the Coun-
try whither they are bound.”

It was further explained that before ordaining
Mr. Jarvie the Belfast Presbytery had obtained
the consent of Down, and examined him “In
Extemporary Questions, Cases of Conscience,
Church History, Chronolog: Questions” to all
of which he “gave satisfying answers.” T'urther-
more, Mr. Jarvie “had an ‘Ewegesis de Perfec-
tione Scripturae contra Papistes, and sustain’d
his Thesis, delivered a popular sermon, in all of
which he acquit himself with approbation.”

In the spring of 1718 a minister in Ulster
writing to a friend in Scotland said: “There is
likely to be a great desolation in the northern
parts of this Kingdom by the removal of several
of our brethren to the American plantations. No

less than six ministers have demitted their con-
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gregations, and great numbers of their people go
with them; so that we are daily alarmed with both
ministers and people going off.”

The original sympathy between the Puritan
settlements in Ulster and the Puritan settlements
in New England naturally had the effect of di-
recting emigration to New England when the
Scotch-Irish began to remove from Ulster. As
in the abortive attempt of 1635, ministers appear
as leaders of the first systematic movement. The
Rev. William Homes, born in 1663 of an old
Ulster family, came over to Martha’s Vineyard
about 1686, and obtained a position as a school
teacher. He returned to Ireland, studied for the
ministry, and was ordained December 21, 1692,
as pastor of a church at Strabane, in the Presby-
tery of Convoy. On September 26, 1693, he
married Katherine, daughter of the Rev. Robert
Craighead of Londonderry. The Rev. William
Homes and his brother-in-law, the Rev. Thomas
Craighead, decided to move to New England,
and they sailed from Londonderry on the ship
Thomas and Jane, arriving in Boston the first
week in October, 1714. The settling in New
England of these two ministers with extensive
family connections in Ulster opened a channel
into which immigration soon began to flow.

Homes’s eldest son, Robert, born July 23,
1694, in Stragolan, County Fermanagh, became
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captain of a ship engaged in transporting emi-
grants to America. He married Mary Franklin
of Boston, a sister of Benjamin Franklin. Cap-
tain Homes appears to have been the agent by
whom people at Strabane, Donoghmore, Done-
gal and Londonderry were apprised of oppor-
tunities of removing to New England. 1t is re-
corded that Captain Homes sailed for Ireland
April 13, 1718, and his ship returned “full of
passengers about the middle of October.”

The regular intercourse between Ulster and
New England thus established led to movements
on a scale approaching the transportation of
communities. The congregations in the valley of
the Bann became so interested that the Rev. Wil-
liam Boyd, pastor of Macosquin, went to New
England as their agent to see what arrangements
could be made for settling there in a body. Mr.
Boyd was well received and having finished his
mission, preached a valedictory sermon, on March
19, 1718. It was published with an introduction
by the Rev. Increase Mather in which occurs the
following reference to Boyd’s mission:

“Many in that Kingdom [Ireland] hav-
ing had thoughts of a remove to this part of
the World, have considered him as a Person
suitably qualified to take a voyage hither,
and to make Enquiry what Encouragement
or otherwise they might expect in case they
should engage in so weighty and hazardous
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an undertaking as that of '[ransporting
themselves & Families over so vast an Ocean.
The issue of this Affair has a great depend-
ence on the conduct of this Worthy Author.
The ILord direct him in it.”

Boyd brought with him a petition to Governor
Shute of New England, certifying that Boyd had
been appointed “to assure his Excellency of our
sincere and hearty Inclinations to Transport our-
selves to that very excellent and renowned Plan-
tation upon our obtaining from his Excellency
suitable incouragement.” As well as can be
made out from the faded writing there were 322
signers of this petition, all but thirteen of them
in fair autograph. Only eleven made their
marks, a remarkably low percentage of illiter-
acy. Among the signers were the Rev. James
Teatte of Killeshandra, County Cavan; the Rev.
Thomas Cobham of Clough, County Antrim; the
Rev. Robert Neilson, a superannuated minister,
formerly of Kilraughts in the Presbytery of
Route; the Rev. William I.eech of Ballymena,
County Antrim; the Rev. Robert Higginbothan
of Coleraine, the Rev. John Porter of Bushmills,
the Rev. Henry Neill of Ballyrashane (the last
three, all members of the Presbytery of Cole-
raine) ; the Rev. Thomas Elder of County Down;
the Rev. James Thomson of Ballywillan, near
Coleraine. Three of the signers, Samuel Wil-
son, Alexr. Dunlap and Arch. Mc Cook,—have

i
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the degree M.A. appended to their names, which
was then often a clerical dignity, but they are
not known as belonging to the Presbyterian min-
istry of Ulster. The ministers who signed the
petition have appended to their names the initials
V.D.M. a contraction for Verbi Dei Minister—
Minister of the Word of God. 'The ministers
who signed did not all emigrate. Boyd himself,
the agent of the emigrants in obtaining assur-
ances of lands for settlement, remained in
Ireland.

Through those various influences there was an
active emigration from Ulster to New England,
during the period from 1714-1720 inclusive, of
which precise details have been obtained by the
research of Mr. Charles K. Bolton. The list
given by him in his Scotch-Irish Pioneers in
Ulster and America, shows that five ships ar-
rived in New England from Ireland in 1714,
two in 1715, three in 1716, six in 1717, fifteen in
1718, ten in 1719 and thirteen in 1720.

So far as the disposition of the Ulster people
was concerned New England would have been
their American home, but their reception and ex-
periences were such that the main stream of
Ulster immigration soon turned toward Penn-
sylvania. The immigration to New England
was from the first regarded with anxiety and dis-
trust by the leading people there. In the letters
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of Thomas Lechmere to John Winthrop at the
period there is a mention of Irish immigration in
1718 with the remark: “20 ministers with
their congregations in general, will come over in
Spring; I wish their comeing so over do not
prove fatall in the End.” Even such an ally of
the Irish as Cotton Mather was apparently not
free from anxiety although hopeful of good re-
sults and friendly to the movement. In his diary
for August 7, 1718, he wrote: “But what shall be
done for the great number of people that are
transporting themselves thither from ye North of
Ireland: Much may be done for ye Kingdom of
God in these parts of ye World by this Trans-
portation.”

The records of the General Synod of Ulster
make frequent references to the departure of
ministers for America and to the difficulties ex-
perienced in providing subsistence for the min-
isters who remained. Representations of the ne-
cessitous condition of ministers or their widows
and children formed a staple topic at meetings of
the Synod and the difficulty of raising funds is
shown by the frequency with which reiterated ap-
peals are made for help in particular cases. At
the meeting of Belfast, June 21, 1720, it was
decided that “a moving letter be writ by this
Synod” to all the people of the church. The
letter approved by the Synod began by saying:
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“Dearly Beloved.

You cannot be Ignorant of the deplorable
circumstances that many of our Brethren
are in, and how exceedingly deficient that
fund which was design’d for their support
has prov’d, in so much, that to some scarce
can a third part of what was promist be
obtain’d. Many of our Congregations who
us’d to contribute, are not now in condition
to maintain their own Minister, and far less
give anything for the relief of others. It is
melancholly to hear that many of our Breth-
ren are wanting ev’n the necessaries of life;
others are forc’d to lay down their charge;
and others to transport themselves to
America. The Credit of the Synod sinks
from an inability to perform what they
promist; and notwithstanding all the pains
that have been taken time after time to get
this remedy’d, it grows every year worse
and worse.”

Many went not only to America but also to the
West Indies. Archbishop Boulter, Primate of
Ireland, in a letter written in 1728, said:

“Above 4,200 men, women and children,
here have been shipped for the West Indies
within three years, and 8,100 this last sum-
mer. . . . The whole North is in a ferment
at present, and people every day engaging
one another to go next year to the West
Indies. The humor has spread like a con-
tagious disease. . . . The worst is that it
affects only Protestants and rages chiefly in
the North.”

.
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Writing in March, 1729, Archbishop Boulter
said further:

“The humor of going to America still con-
tinues, and the scarcity of provisions cer-
tainly makes many quit us. There are now
seven ships at Belfast that are carrying off
about 1,000 passengers thither.”

The alarm of the authorities over this drain of
population caused letters of inquiry to be sent to
the Presbyteries as to the causes. The reply of
the Presbytery of T'yrone has been preserved. It
gives as the chief cause the religious test that ex-
cluded Presbyterians from all places of public
trust and honor, and then goes on to say:

“The bad seasons for three years past, to-
gether with the high price of lands and
tythes, have all contributed to the general
run to America, and to the ruin of many
families, who are daily leaving their houses
and lands desolate.”

The authorities showed themselves incapable
of action going to the root of the trouble. All
that seemed to occur to them was to extend the
policy of prohibition from the industries of the
people to the movements of the people The
records of the English Privy Council contain the
following entry of December 4, 1729:

“Reference to a Committee of a letter
from the Lords Justices of Ireland to the
Lord Lieutenant, Lord Carteret, dated 23
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Nov., with a memorial from several noble-

men and gentlemen on behalf of themselves

and others of that kingdom, relating to the

Great Numbers of Protestant Subjects who

have lately transported themselves from the

North of Ireland to the Plantations on the

Continent of America, and that Twenty

Thousand have declared their Intentions of

transporting themselves the ensuing Spring

to the great prejudice of the Linnen Manu-
facture, and lessening the Protestant Inter-
est in those parts, and also relating to the
great Quantities of Corn which have been
lately bought up for Exportation to Ior-
eign ports, and proposing the issuing of

Proclamations to restrain the Exportation

of Corn, and to prohibit the Subjects leav-

ing the Kingdom. And likewise to prohibit
the carrying Money or Bullion out of the

Kingdom.”

‘Some particulars of the way in which emigra-
tion was obstructed are given in a letter, written
some time in 1736, preserved among the Penn
manuscripts of the Historical Society of Penn-
sylvania. The writer, John Stewart, a sea cap-
tain, says:

“As you are the Proprietor of Pennsyl-
vania, and being informed of your being in
London, I would beg liberty to inform your
Worship of some of the difficulties of the
poor people who are flying from the oppres-
sion of landlords, and tithes, (as they term

it) to several parts of America, viz:—When
last our Irish Parliament was sitting, there
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was a bill brought in respecting the trans-
portation of America; which made it next to
a prohibition. The said bill greatly alarmed
the people, especially in the North of Ire-
land, and lest a second should succeed,
greater numbers than usual made ready.
But when said landlords found it so, they
fell on with other means by distressing the
owners and masters of the ships, there being
now ten in the harbor of Belfast. The
method they fell in with, first, was that when
any of said ships advertised that they were
bound for such a port, and when they would
be in readiness to sail, and their willingness
to agree with the passengers for which, and
no other reasons, they issued out their war-
rants and had several of said owners and
masters apprehended and likewise the print-
ers of said advertisements, and bound in
bonds of a thousand pounds, to appear at
Carrickfergus assizes, or thrown into a loath-
some gaol, and for no other reason, than
encouraging his Majesty’s subjects, as they
were pleased to call their indictment, from
one plantation to another. But even after
all this, when the assizes came on, they were
afraid of their enlargement, and begged
very earnestly of the judges to have them
continued upon their recognizances, the con-
sequence of which may easily be seen. Most
of said ships being strangers, this would
have effectually ruined them. But the
Judge was pleased to discharge them. Nay
one of the Justices got up in court and
swore by God, if any came to Lisburn the
town in which he lived, to publish an adver-
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tisement he would whip him through the
town. To which the Judge very mildly re-
plied, to consider if they deserved it and if
he whipped any person, to do it according to
law. Money had been offered by some of
them to swear against some of said ships and
rewards actually given, but yet a more hell-
ish contrivance has been thought of and is
put in practice by the Collector George
Macartney of Belfast. He will not now,
when said ships and passengers were just
ready to sail, so much as allow the poor
people to carry their old bedclothes with
them, although ever so old, under pretence
of an Act of the British Parliament.”

Captain Stewart goes on to say that an appeal
had been made to higher authority but mean-
while ten ships are detained and more than seven-
teen hundred people are in distress.

Such an attitude of mind only gave additional
impetus to emigration. The authorities might
harass but could not prohibit the movement of
people, for nothing short of measures reducing
them to the condition of serfs bound to the soil
would have been sufficient to stay the exodus.
A marked increase above the ordinary volume
occurred from time to time owing to bad harvests
and acute industrial distress. The famine years
of 1740 and 1741 gave a great impetus to the
movement. It is estimated that for several years
the emigrants from Ulster annually amounted to

12,000.
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After the first run to New England the main
stream of Scotch-Irish emigration set toward
Pennsylvania, a destination frequently men-
tioned in the reports made to the Ulster Synod
of ministers demitted. Edmund Burke, in his
Account of the European Settlements in Amer-
ica published in 1761, says:

“And as for the province . . . there is no
part of British America in a more growing
condition. In some years more people have
transported themselves into Pennsylvania,
than into all the other settlements together.
In 1729, 6,208 persons came to settle here as
passengers or servants, four-fifths of whom
at least were from Ireland.”

Burke further mentions Pennsylvania as the
center from which Scotch-Irish occupation of
America proceeded. He says:

“The number of white people in Virginia
1s between sixty and seventy thousand; and
they are growing every day more numerous
by the migration of the Irish, who, not suc-
ceeding so well in Pennsylvania as the more
frugal and industrious Germans, sell their
lands in that province to the latter, and take
up new ground in the remote counties in Vir-
ginia, Maryland and North Carolina. These
are chiefly Presbyterians from the northern
part of Ireland, who in America are gener-
ally called Scotch-Irish.”

Holmes’s American Annals, a collection of
historical data, first published in 1829, repeatedly
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mentions the large immigration from the North
of Ireland. The annalist notes that in 1729 there
arrived in Pennsylvania from Europe 6,208 per-
sons with the purpose of settling in America. Of
these 1,155 were designated as “Irish passengers
and servants,” and it was further stated that
there “arrived at New Castle government alone
passengers and servants chiefly from Ireland
about 4,500.” '

Among the entries in the Annals for 1737 is
the following:

“About this time multitudes of laborers
and husbandmen in Ireland oppressed by
landlords and bishops, and unable to procure
a comfortable subsistence for their families
embarked for Carolina. The first colony of
Irish people, receiving a grant of land near
Santee River, formed a settlement, which
was called Williamsburgh township.”

Among the events of 1764 it is noted that “be-
sides foreign Protestants, several persons emmi-
grated from England and Scotland, and great
multitudes from Ireland, and settled in Caro-
lina.” Two townships, each containing 48,000
acres, had been laid out for occupancy by set-
tlers, one named Mecklenburg, the other
Londonderry.

Among the events of 1778 it is noted that
“there were large migrations from Ireland and
other parts of Europe to America.” In the first
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fortnight of August 8,500 passengers arrived in
Pennsylvania from Ireland. In the same month
500 arrived in North Carolina from Ireland. In
September a brig arrived at Charleston from
Ireland, with above 120 settlers. A sad reminder
of the risk of sea travel in that period is contained
in the announcement that a Scotch brig that
brought 200 passengers to New York lost about
100 on the passage. Although those immigrants
from Ireland are not designated as Scotch-Irish
there can be no doubt that generally they came
from Ulster.

In 1760 the exodus to America seems to have
almost ceased. The author of an FEssay on the
Ancient and Modern State of Ireland written
in that year remarks that in the region of
George I1.:

“the North of Ireland began to wear an
aspect entirely new; and, from being
(through want of industry, business and til-
lage) the almost exhausted nursery of our
American plantations, soon became a popu-
lous scene of improvement, traffic, wealth
and plenty, and is at this day a well planted
district, considerable for numbers of well
affected useful and industrious subjects.”

In less than a decade distress and discontent
were again general and emigration to America
was resumed on a large scale. A note to Kil-
len’s History of the Presbyterian Church in Ire-
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land computes that in 1773 and the five
preceding years the North of Ireland was
“drained of one-fourth of its trading cash, and
of a like proportion of the manufacturing
people.” XKillen remarks:

“Not a few of the Presbyterian ministers
of the northern province had now to struggle
against the discouragements of a slender and
decreasing maintenance. Some of the mem-
bers of the Synod of Ulster resigned their

pastoral charges, and joined the stream of
emigration to America.”

The movement was greatly stimulated by the
decadence of linen manufacture which set in
about 1771. 'The principal cause assigned for it
was the interruption of commerce due to the dis- -
turbed relations with the American colonies. In-
vestigation by a Committee of the House of
Commons in 1774 brought out official statements
that one-third of all the weavers had been thrown
out of work and that not less than 10,000 had
within the last two or three years emigrated to
America.

Arthur Young, the shrewdest observer of agri-
cultural conditions at that period, made his Tour
in Ireland in the years 1776 to 1779. He was in
Belfast in July, 1776, and he notes that for many
years emigration from that port was at the rate
of about 2,000 annually. In 1772 the decline of
the linen manufacture caused an increase which
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brought the number up to 4,000 in 1773, but in
1775 emigration ceased. In Derry he noted that
“the emigrations were very great from hence, of
both idle and industrious, and carried large sums
with them.” At Lurgan he was informed that
“if the war ends in favor of the Americans, they
will go off in shoals.” Young notes that in 1760
the shipping of Derry consisted of sixty-seven
sail, from thirty to three hundred and fifty tons.
For eighteen to twenty years the emigrants num-
bered 2,400 annually.

As a result of his investigations Young con-
cluded that emigration was closely connected
with the vicissitudes of the linen trade. He says
that for forty years “the passenger trade had
been a regular branch of commerce, which em-
ployed several ships and consisted in carrying
people to America. . . . When the linen trade
was low the passenger trade was always high.”
Young remarks that the ordinary recourse of
factory hands thrown out of employment is to
enlist, but in the North of Ireland the linen
manufacture “is not confined, as it ought to be,
to towns, but spreads into all the cabins of the
country. Being half farmers, half manufac-
turers, they have too much property in cattle, etc.,
to enlist when idle; if they convert it into cash it
will enable them to pay their passage to America,
an alternative always chosen in preference to the
military life.”
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As a result of his inquiry Young concluded:

“The spirit of emigration in Ireland ap-
pears to be confined to two circumstances,
the Presbyterian religion, and the linen
manufacture. I heard of very few emigrants
except among manufacturers of that per-
suasion. The Catholicks never went; they
seemed not only tied to the country but al-
most to the parish in which their masters
lived.”

Young, although an unsympathetic was an
acute observer, and he pointed out unsparingly
the evil nature of England’s commercial policy.
He drily observed that “emigration should not,
therefore, be condemned in States so ill governed
as to possess many people willing to work, but
without employment.”

Young’s range of vision did not extend be-
yond economic factors. There are unmistakable
indications that apart from the decay of the linen
industry, motive for emigration was supplied by
the spirit of social revolt then prevalent. Inter-
course with America had become so close and
knowledge of conditions there had become so
general that the whole attitude of popular
thought on political and social arrangements had
been affected. A spirit was abroad that made
the old grievances of rackrents and tithe pay-
ments seem more odious and intolerable. There
were agrarian disturbances that were repressed
with severity, but whose effect in promoting emi-
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gration could not be repressed. In the years
preceding the American Revolution a wave of
discontent with existing conditions swept over
not only Ireland but Scotland as well. At this
period there was a great migration to America
from the western islands and the Highlands of
Scotland. Dr. Samuel Johnson’s tour to the
Hebrides under the guidance of Boswell was
made in 1773 and Boswell’s account of it makes
frequent reference to emigration. An episode
of their stay on the Isle of Skye affords a curious
bit of evidence as to the way in which emigration
to America had seized the popular imagination.
Under date of October 2, 1773, Boswell noted in
_ his diary:

“In the evening the company danced as
usual. We performed, with much activity,
a dance which, I suppose, the emigration
from Skye has occasioned. They call it
America. Xach of the couples, after the
common involutions and evolutions, success-
ively whirls round in a circle, till all are in
motion; and the dance seems intended to
show how emigration catches, till a whole
neighborhood is set afloat. Mrs. M’Kinnon
told me, that last year when a ship sailed
from Portree for America, the people on
shore were almost distracted when they saw
their relations go off; they lay down on the
ground, tumbled and tore the grass with
their teeth. 'This year there was not a tear
shed. The people on shore seemed to think



206 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

that they would soon follow. This indiffer-
ence is a mortal sign for the country.”

A suggestion of the hardships to which pas-
sengers were then exposed in the American
voyage is made by an anecdote related by Bos-
well. In the Isle of Ulva he met a Captain Me-
Clure, master of a vessel belonging to the port
of Londonderry. Boswell says:

“The Captain informed us that he had
named his ship the Bonnetta out of grati-
tude to Providence; for once, when he was
sailing to America with a good number of
passengers, the ship in which he then sailed
was becalmed for five weeks, and during
all that time, numbers of the fish Bonnetta
swam close to her and were caught for food;
he resolved therefore, that the ship he should
next get should be called the Bonnetta.”

Long delays through contrary winds or calms
frequently occurred in the days of dependence on
sails. Robert Witherspoon, who emigrated to
South Carolina with his father’s family in 1734,
left an account of early experiences in which he
said:

“We went on shipboard the 14th of Sep-
tember, and lay windbound in the Lough at
Belfast fourteen days. The second day of
our sail my grandmother died, and was in-
terred in the raging ocean, which was an
afflictive sight to her offspring. We were
sorely tossed at sea with storms, which
caused our ship to spring a leak: our pumps
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were kept instantly at work day and night;
for many days our mariners seemed many
times at their wits end. But it pleased God
to bring us all safe to land, which was about
the first of December.”

The case of “the starved ship” was famous
among the New England settlers. In voyaging
to America in 1740 the provisions ran out, and
the starving crew and passengers finally resorted
to cannibalism. Samuel Fisher, a ruling elder of
the West Parish Church of Londonderry, N. H.,
came out on that ship, and had been picked for
slaughter when a ship was met that gave relief.
Piracy was also a risk to be encountered. Among
the early settlers of Londonderry, N. H., was a
Mrs. Wilson who was one of a company cap-
tured by pirates. Their captain appears to have
been remarkably goodnatured for one of that oc-
cupation. While a captive Mrs. Wilson gave
birth to a daughter, and the captain was kind and
sympathetic. Upon her promise to name the
child after his own wife, he gave Mrs. Wilson a
silk dress and other articles, and allowed the
whole party of Scotch-Irish emigrants to pro-
ceed on their way. A granddaughter of this
Mrs. Wilson was Mrs. Margaret Woodburn, the
maternal grandmother of Horace Greeley, to
whose instruction and influence he attributed his
intellectual awakening.

Eighteenth century conditions were such that
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the hardy, the energetic, the resolute went to the
making of America. Emigration was then a
sifting process, to the advantage of America.
Arthur Young, a thoroughly prosaic and un-
imaginative observer, remarked: “Men who
emigrate are, from the nature of the circum-
stance, the most active, hardy, daring, bold and
resolute spirits, and probably the most mischie-
vous also.” |

Every writer on Ulster emigration notes its
bearing upon the American Revolution. Killen,
a Belfast minister, in his church history says:
“Thousands of them [the Ulster tenant farmers]
sought a home on the other side of the Atlantic,
and a few years afterward appeared in arms
against the mother country as asserters of the
independence of the American republic.”

Lecky, the historian who has given the most
complete and impartial account of the circum-
stances of the emigration from the English stand-
point, says: ‘““They went with hearts burning
with indignation, and in the War of Independ-
ence they were almost to a man on the side of
the insurgents. They supplied some of the best
soldiers of Washington.”



CHAPTER VI

ScorcH-IRISH SETTLEMENTS

At the time the stream of Scotch-Irish immi-
gration became particularly noticeable in Amer-
ica, the country under English occupation was
a narrow strip along the seaboard, extending
south as far as the Spanish province of Florida.
Actual settlement did not extend far from the
coast, and the interior of the country was in the
possession of Indian tribes with whom hostilities
occurred checking colonial expansion. At the
opening of the eighteenth century, although the
colonies were firmly established, they were not
vigorous in their growth. 'The early hopes of
rich mines and vast treasure, such as the Spanish
were reputed to have found everywhere in
America, had been dispelled. It had become
generally known that in English territory
America was not a land of golden adventure, and
that such gains as it afforded came as the result
of laborious industry. Add to this that the de-
sirable lands along the coast had been taken up
and the movement of the population to the in-
terior could be effected only by thrusting back

209
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the Indians, and it will be seen that there was a
situation that tended to check colonial develop-
ment.  Thomas Hutchinson, in his History of
Massachusetts, written in this period, says:

“In 1640 the importation of settlers now
ceased. They, who then professed to be able
to give the best account, say that in 298
ships, which were the whole number from the
beginnings of the colony, there arrived
21,200 passengers, men, women and chil-
dren, perhaps about 4,000 families, since
which more people have removed out of New
England to other parts of the world than
have come from other parts to it, and the
number of families to this day [1670] in the
four Governments [of New England] may
be supposed to be less, rather than more,
than the natural increase of 4,000.”

Conditions were apparently not so slack in the
middle and southern colonies, but in them also at
this period there was a decline in colonizing
energy. Accurate statistics of population are
lacking, but on the accession of George I., in
1714, the English Board of Trade, on the basis
of such data as were afforded by muster rolls
and returns of taxables, estimated that the entire
population of the American colonies, including
Nova Scotia, consisted of 875,750 whites and
58,850 negroes. This estimate is the only one
available as to the population of the colonies at
the time Scotch-Irish immigration began. That



SCOTCH-IRISH SETTLEMENTS 211

immigration not only gave an impulse to national
expansion that has operated ever since but it also
cleared the way for that expansion by opening
the interior of the country to occupation. In
the seven years 1714-1720 inclusive fifty-four
vessels arrived in Boston harbor from Ireland
with companies of immigrants. Although details
of arrivals at other ports are less minute, it 1s
known that they were much larger at the ports
of the Delaware. The mass of the Scotch-Irish
arrivals everywhere moved on to the frontier.
They constituted the border garrisons; they were
the explorers, the vanguard of settlement in the
interior. Their Ulster training had inured them
to hostile surroundings, and their arrival in the
colonies marks the beginning of a period of vigor-
ous expansion, the effect of which is plainly vis-
ible in the Board of Trade returns. In 1727, on
the accession of George IIL., the population of
the American colonies was estimated at 502,000
whites and 78,000 negroes; in 1754 the esti-
mated numbers were 1,192,896 whites and 292,-
738 negroes.

There was a Scotch ingredient of colonial
population from the earliest times, and also
Scotch-Irish, although not usually distinguish-
able as such. Josselyn, in his T'wo ¥V oyages to
New England, published in 1665, says: “It is
published in print that there are not less than



212 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

10,000 souls, English, Scotch and Irish, in New
England.” The Scotch-Irish settlements in the
Chesapeake Bay region probably had begun at
this period, but taking the earliest distinct men-
tion of Scotch-Irish settlements as the safest
guide, their chronological order appears to be as
follows: 1. Maryland, 1680; 2. South Carolina,
1682; 3. Pennsylvania, 1708; 4. New England,
1718.

Of these the Pennsylvania settlements were
the most numerous and the most important in
their bearing upon American national develop-
ment. Consideration of them will be reserved
until after some account has been given of all the
other settlements.

No record has yet been discovered of the de-
parture from Ireland of the founders of the
Maryland settlements. In default of any posi-
tive information, it may be plausibly conjectured
that the settlers formed part of the migration to
Barbadoes and Virginia that ran strong in the
middle of the seventeenth century. There was
a close trading intercourse between the Barba-
does and Virginia, one evidence of which is the
fact that Makemie, although settled in Mary-
land, extended his pastoral care to Barbadoes.
The Scotch-Irish settlers in Virginia were doubt-
less among those non-conformists against whom
the acts of 1642 and 1644 were passed, forbid-
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ding any person to officiate in a church who did
not conform to the Book of Common Prayer.
Some of the non-comformists were fined and
three of their ministers were banished. Thus
Virginia was made uncomfortable at a time when
Lord Baltimore was offering the large induce-
ments noted in the preceding chapter; and hence
there was an exodus to Maryland where a policy
of toleration then prevailed. It can hardly be
doubted that the Scotch-Irish settlements in
Maryland date from this period. The illustrious
Polk family dates from these settlements. The
founder of the family was Robert Polk who emi-
grated from Ulster in the second half of the
seventeenth century and settled in Somerset
County, Maryland., A grandson, William Polk,
removed from Maryland to Pennsylvania. Two
sons of William became famous in North Caro-
lina, to which State they removed from Pennsyl-
vania. One of them was Thomas Polk, the
leading man of Mecklenburg County, member of
the legislature, an officer of the militia, chairman
of the famous Mecklenburg convention, and
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of North Caro-
lina. His brother, Ezekiel Polk, was captain of
a company of rangers. KEzekiel’s grandson,
James Knox Polk, born at Mecklenburg, No-
vember 2, 1795, was the eleventh President of
the United States. ILeonidas Polk, Bishop of
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the Protestant Episcopal Church, and also a dis-
tinguished Confederate General, was among the
many descendants of the Somerset County im-
migrant that have achieved distinction.

Effective occupation of the Carolinas did not
take place until 1665. At that time popular in-
terest in colonization had greatly declined in
England, and proprietors of American lands had
to look elsewhere for settlers. Their main re-
source was to draw them from the other colonies.
New England, Virginia and Barbadoes each con-
tributed to the population of the Carolinas. The
most populous and prosperous of the early set-
tlements was that made at Cape Fear, upon a
tract purchased by a company of Barbadoes
planters in August, 1663. The actual settle-
ment took place in 1665, and within a year it
numbered 800 inhabitants, but the location was
so unwholesome that eventually the site was
abandoned and the remaining settlers removed
to Charleston, where in 1670 a settlement had
been started with emigrants drawn from Eng-
land and Ireland. This settlement eventually
grew into the State of South Carolina.

The first distinct instance of emigration from
Ireland to South Carolina is mentioned in
Chalmer’s Political Annals, published in Lon-
don in 1780. Referring to liberal arrangements
made by the Proprietors in 1682, Chalmers goes
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on to say: “Incited by these attentions, Fergu-
son not long after conducted thither an emigra-
tion from Ireland which instantly mingled with
the mass of the inhabitants.”

George Chalmers, the author of this statement,
was born in 1742, and practiced law in Maryland
prior to the Revolution, when he returned to
England and became clerk of the Board of
Trade, which office he held until his death. His
information was doubtless accurate, and although
he gives no particulars it is safe to infer that
this Ferguson drew emigrants from Ulster.
There is on record the will of Richard Newton,
dated September 9, 1692, in which he makes a
bequest to his brother, Marmaduke Newton, of
Carrickfergus, County Antrim, Ireland.

Notwithstanding the early beginning of
‘Scotch-Irish emigration to South Carolina, it
was not marked in extent or influence. The
sultry climate and the malarial fevers of the
swampy lowlands in which the first settlements
were made were peculiarly trying to people of
Scotch blood and habit. There was at one time
a disposition to regard the Carolinas as an asylum
from persecution, but it was practically ex-
tinguished by the disastrous experience of the
Scotch colony at Port Royal, which was wiped
out of existence by a force from the Spanish
posts in Florida. It was not until half a century
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later, when white settlements had penetrated to
the uplands, that emigration from Ulster became
noticeable. In 1732, in response to a petition
from James Pringle and other Irish Protestants,
the Council of South Carolina granted a town-
ship twenty miles square to Ulster colonists,
which they named Williamsburgh, in honor of
William of Orange. 'There was a considerable
movement from the North of Ireland to this new
settlement, and by the end of 1736 the inhabi-
tants were sufficiently numerous to send to
Ireland for a minister, the Rev. Robert Heron
coming out and remaining for three years.
Among the Williamsburgh settlers were John
Witherspoon, James McClelland, William Syne,
David Allan, William Wilson, Robert Wilson,
James Bradley, William Frierson, John James,
William Hamilton, Archibald Hamilton, Roger
Gordon, John Porter, John ILemon, David
Pressly, William Pressly, Archibald McRae,
James Armstrong, the Erwins, Plowdens,
Dickeys, Blakelys, Dobbinses, Stuarts and
McDonalds.

When, by the treaty of 1763, France yielded
to England all her possessions east of the Missis-
sippi, South Carolina received a large share of
the heavy emigration from Ireland which then set
in. An account of it is given in the earliest his-
tory of South Carolina, written by the Rev.
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Alexander Hewatt, a Presbyterian clergyman
and a resident of Charleston. He went to Eng-
land at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War
.and published his history in 1779. In it he says:

“Besides foreign Protestants, several per-
sons from England and Scotland resorted to
Carolina after the peace. But of all other
countries, none has furnished the province
with so many inhabitants as Ireland. In the
northern counties of that kingdom, the spirit
of emigration seized the people to such a
degree, that it threatened almost a total de-
population. Such multitudes of husband-
men, laborers and manufacturers flocked
over the Atlantic, that the landlords began
to be alarmed, and to concert ways and
means for preventing the growing evil.
‘Scarce a ship sailed for any of the planta-
tions that was not crowded with men, women
and children. But the bounty allowed new
settlers in Carolina proved a great en-
couragement, and induced numbers of these
people, notwithstanding the severity of the
climate, to resort to that province. The
merchants finding this bounty equivalent to
the expenses of the passage, from avaricious
motives pursuaded the people to embark for
Carolina, and often crammed such numbers
of them into their ships that they were in
danger of being stifled during the passage,
and sometimes were landed in such a starved
and sickly condition, that numbers of them
died before they left Charleston. . . .

“Nor were these the only sources from
which Carolina at this time, derived strength,
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and an increase of population. For, not-
withstanding the vast extent of territory
which the provinces of Virginia and Penn-
sylvania contained, yet such was the nature
of the country, that a scarcity of improvable
lands began to be felt in these colonies, and
poor people could not find spots in them un-
occupied equal to their expectations. Most
of the richest valleys in these more populous
provinces lying to the east of the Alleghany
Mountains were either under patent or occu-
pied, and, by the royal proclamation at the
Peace, no settlements were allowed to extend
beyond the sources of the rivers which empty
themselves in the Atlantic. In Carolina the
case was different, for there large tracts of
the best land as yet lay waste, which proved
a great temptation to the northern colonists
to rhigrate to the South. Accordingly, about
this time above a thousand families, with
their effects, in the space of one year resorted
to Carolina, driving their cattle, hogs and
horses overland before them. Lands were
allotted to them on the frontiers, and most
of them being only entitled to small tracts,
such as one, two or three hundred acres, the
back settlements by this means soon became
the most populous parts of the province.”

North Carolina, which grew out of a settlement
from Virginia on Albemarle River, remained in
obscurity until 1729, when the inefficient Pro-
prictary government came to an end and the
country became a Crown colony. About the year
| 1786 a body of emigrants from Ulster settled in
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Duplin County, founding Scotch-Irish families
whose progeny is scattered through the South.
But in the main the Scotch-Irish settlements of
the South and West were derived from the over-
land emigration that had its main source in Penn-
sylvania. 'While there is abundant evidence that
this was large, it is impossible to give statistics
even approximately.

The classification of Scotch-Irish has never
figured in official computations of American
population. The first national census was taken
in 1790. The law provided for lists of free white
males under sixteen and also above sixteen, of
white females, free blacks and slaves. 'The
Census Bureau in 1909 published an analysis of
the returns obtained by the first census, and a
chapter was devoted to “Nationality as Indicated
by Names of Heads of Families.” 'The follow-
ing was given as the proportion of total popula-
tion formed by each nationality: English, 83.5
per cent.; Scotch, 6.7; German 5.6; Dutch, 2.0;
Irish, 1.6; French, 0.5; Hebrew, less than one-
tenth of 1 per cent.; all other 0.1. Despite this
show of statistical precision, a little consideration
will show that the exhibits are fallacious and un-
trustworthy. Many Ulster names are also com-
mon English names. There is nothing in such
names as Boyd, Brooks, Brown, Clark, Corn-
wall, Dunlop, Gray, Holmes, Long, Little, Mil-
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ler, Smith, Young and others to suggest that
they did not in all cases belong to English fami-
lies, and doubtless the English proportion as
given above includes many Scotch-Irish families.
Names classed as Scotch or Irish were probably
mostly those of Scotch-Irish families. There was
very little emigration from Ireland, outside of
Ulster, until after the War of 1812. Mr. James
Mooney of the Bureau of American Ethnology
in a paper published in 1913 on racial elements
of population, said that “the Irish immigration
to the American colonies previous to the Revolu-
tion was mainly of the alien 'Scotch and English
element, known sometimes as Scotch-Irish.”
The proportions given in the Census Bureau
publication are admittedly vague and conjec-
tural, and they are remote from known facts.
The probability is that the English proportion
should be much smaller, and that the Scotch-
Irish, who are not included in the Census
Bureau’s classification, should be much larger
than the combined proportions allotted to the
Scotch and the Irish.



CHAPTER VII
ON THE NEw ENGLAND F'RONTIER

The early ties of religious sympathy and com-
mon purpose of the two countries were such that
it was natural for Ulster emigration to set
strongly toward New England. But when the
Scotch-Irish began to arrive in Boston in large
numbers, they were not entirely welcome. Their
ministers were received with marked courtesy by
such leading citizens as Cotton Mather and
Samuel Sewall, but in general the large arrivals
of 1718 appear to have been viewed with anxiety.
In July and August Scotch-Irish arrivals in
Boston numbered between five and seven hun-
dred. On August 18 the selectmen chose an
agent to appear in court, “to move what he shall
think proper in order to secure this town from
charges which may happen to accrue or be im-
posed on them by reason of the passengers lately
arrived here from Ireland or elsewhere.” In the
course of the winter a number were warned to
leave or find sureties for their support. If one
had to depend upon such records alone it would
be natural to infer that emigration from Ulster
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was throwing paupers upon the community, but
there is ample evidence that such was not the
case. The Surveyor-General of Customs at Bos-
ton, Thomas Lechmere, was a brother-in-law of
John Winthrop of Connecticut, who requested
him to get a miller from among the immigrants.
John Winthrop, son of Governor John Win-
throp of Massachusetts, acquired an extensive
estate in Connecticut in 1646, at a place then
known as Pequot and later as New London.
John Winthrop, the younger, was Governor of
Connecticut in 1657-58, and again in 1659-76.
The John Winthrop who corresponded with
Lechmere in 1718 was a grandson of this John
Winthrop the younger, and he was interested in
developing the family estate at New London.
Writing about this business on August 11, 1718,
Lechmere remarks: I

“Whoever tells you that servants are
cheaper now than they were, it is a very
gross mistake, & give me leave to tell you
your informer has given you a very wrong
information about ye cheapness thereof, for
never were they dearer than now, there being
such demand for them, & likewise pray tell
him he is much out of the way to think that
these Irish are servants. They are generally
men of estates, & are come over hither for
no other reason but upon encouragement
sent from hence upon notice given that they
should have so many acres of land given
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them gratis to settle our frontiers as a bar-
rier against the Indians.”

In another letter Lechmere says: “There are
none to be sold; have all paid their passages
sterling in Ireland.” Nevertheless there were
doubtless some among them who had exhausted
their means in scraping up their passage money,
or who had come upon agreement to pay for
their passage by sale of their services, as was the
custom of the times. Shortly after the arrival of
a shipload of immigrants the Boston News-
Letter contained an advertisement offering for
sale, together with linen and woolen, “sundry
boys’ times by indentures, young women and girls
by the year.” 'This, with great probability, is
taken to refer to some of the Scotch-Irish immi-
grants, but such indigent persons were compara-
tively few in number. - —'The_great mass were not
adventurers, but were people of sgt“t.lé.(»l)charac‘t’er,
seeking a new field of labor. In departing from
Ulster they brought testimonials of their good
standing in the places where they had lived.
Frequent mention of such testimonials is made in
New England records of this period. The usual
style is exhibited in this one brought over by one
of the defenders of L.ondonderry:

“The bearer, William Caldwell, his wife,

Sarah Morrison, with his children, being

designed to go to New England and
America—These are therefore to testifie
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they leave us without scandal, lived with us
soberly and inoffensively, and may be admit-
ted to Church priviledges. Given at Dun-
boe, April 9, 1718, by -
James Woobsipg, Jr., Minister.”
The explanation of the antipathy excited by
Scotch-Irish immigration lies not in the character
of the arrivals but in the character of the eco-
nomic system of the community. It was then an
ordinary duty of public authority to look after
supply and prices of food. There was anxiety
about provision of grain before the Scotch-Irish
began to arrive, and the selectmen had made
purchases on public account. Before the ensuing
winter was over the town authorities had to pur-
chase grain in Connecticut to supply the needs of
the community. In his letter of August 11, 1718,
Lechmere remarked: “These confounded Irish
will eat us all up, provisions being most extrava-
gantly dear, & scarce of all sorts.” The alarm
seems to be justified, as the stock of provisions
was so closely adjusted to the ordinary needs of
the community, then only a few thousand in
number, that the arrival of over 500 immigrants
was enough to excite fear of famine. Despite the
efforts of the selectmen to import grain and to
moderate prices, provisions became scarce and
dear. On December 18, 1718, the selectmen or-
dered that the public granaries should be opened
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for the sale of Indian corn, not exceeding one
bushel to each buyer, at the rate of five shillings
a bushel. Wheat went up in price from six
shillings to ten shillings a bushel. The price of
small fruits and vegetables, however, showed no
material advance. Kitchen garden products in
and about a country town are generally so ample
that increase of demand can ordinarily be met by
more thorough harvesting than usual.

In carrying out the design mentioned by Lech-
mere of sending the Scotch-Irish to the frontiers,
“as a barrier against the Indians,” arrangements
were made for a settlement at Worcester. Al-
though only about fifty miles west of Boston, it
was then a frontier outpost. Everywhere in the
English colonies at that period Indian territory
lay so close to the coast settlements that any
movement of settlers to the interior was apt to
produce race conflict. At the end of the seven-
teenth century Massachusetts was slackening in
growth of population owing to the desertion
of frontier towns. Acts were passed prohibiting
removals without leave from the Governor or
Council; but nevertheless they went on, to the
advantage of Connecticut and Rhode Island,
whose comparative security from Indian attack
was a great attraction. An official estimate made
in 1702 reckons the total population of Massa-
chusetts as being then only 50,000. It was a
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matter of importance to the Massachusetts

“authorities to strengthen the frontier towns, and
particularly the fertile regions of central Massa-
chusetts, in which Worcester is situated. 'The
country was attractive to settlers, but in 1675 and
again in 1709 Worcester was abandoned because
of Indian hostilities. The place was again oc-
cupied in 1713, and at least five garrison houses
were erected, one of them a block fort. About
200 people were living in some fifty log cabins
when the Scotch-Irish began to arrive. They
soon became active and prominent in the affairs
of the settlement, whose population was probably
doubled by their arrival. It was not long before
the military value of the Scotch-Irish was drawn
upon. In 1722 an Indian war broke out, and as
part of the measures of defense two Scotch-Irish-
men, John Gray and Robert Crawford, were
posted as scouts on Leicester Hill, west of the
settlement. In September of the same year a
township organization was effected, and that
same John Gray was chosen one of the selectmen.
In 1724 James McClellan was chosen to be town
constable. He was the direct ancestor of Gen-
eral George B. McClellan.

Numerous families of the name of Young in
western Massachusetts are descended from John
Young, probably the oldest immigrant that ever
arrived in this country. He was born in the
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island of Burt, near Londonderry, and he was
ninety-five when he landed in Boston. He lived
in Worcester twelve years before he died, June
30, 1730, aged 107. His son, David Young, who
also was an old man when he landed, lived to be
ninety-four. At least two of the settlers in Wor-
cester, Abraham Blair and William Caldwell,
took part in the defense of Londonderry in 1689,
and other survivors of that famous siege partici-
pated in the Scotch-Irish settlements in New
England at this period. These men and their
heirs were made free of taxation by acts of
the British Parliament, and their holdings were
known as “‘exempt farms” in New England until
the American Revolution. The lands occupied
by the Scotch-Irish at Worcester, like those of
their English neighbors, were generally ob-
tained by direct grant of the General Court of
Massachusetts.

As the frontier was pushed back and Indian
perils were removed religious differences and
probably racial differences created antipathies
between the English and Scotch-Irish elements
of Worcester, and these led to some migrations.
In 1788 a company consisting of thirty-four
families was organized to purchase and settle a
new town, and this movement originated Pelham,
about thirty miles west of Worcester. The prin-
cipal motive of this migration is indicated by a
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provision of the contract under which the land
was purchased. It was stipulated that “families
of good connection be settled on the premises
‘who shall be such as were the inhabitants of the
Kingdom of Ireland or their descendants, being
Protestants, and none be admitted but such as
bring good and undeniable credentials or certifi-
cates of their being persons of good conversation
and of the Presbyterian persuasion.”

John Clark, whose name appears first upon a
petition for himself and fellow signers for exemp-
tion from taxation for support of the Congre-
gational Church of Worcester, was among the
first settlers of the Scotch-Irish town of Colerain,
fifty miles to the northwest of Worcester. This
settlement, begun about 1740, was participated in
by the Morrisons, Pennells, Herrouns, Hender-
sons, Cochranes, Hunters, Henrys, Clarks, Mec-
Clellans, McCowens, Taggarts and McDowells,
many of whom had previously been settlers in
Worecester.

In 1741 Western (now Warren), in Worces-
ter County, and Blandford, in Hampden County,
were incorporated by ‘Scotch-Irish from Wor-
cester. 'The families of Blair, Boise, Knox,
Carnahan, Watson, Wilson and Ferguson were
prominent in Blandford, and some of the same
names, especially the Blairs, together with Reeds
and Crawfords, appear in the early records of
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Western. Notwithstanding these removals a
strong Scotch-Irish element remained in Wor-
cester, such family names continuing there as
McClellan, Caldwell, Blair, McFarland, Rankin,
Gray, Crawford, Young, Hamilton, Duncan,
Graham, Forbush, Kelso, Clark, Ferguson, Mc-
Clintock, McKonkey, Glassford and McGregor.
From the Scotch-Irish centers established in cen-
tral and western Massachusetts, in the first half
of the eighteenth century, Scotch-Irish blood
was diffused throughout western Massachusetts.
From western Massachusetts the Scotch-Irish
spread into Vermont, along the west shore of the
Connecticut River, forming strong settlements
in the sections now comprised within Windsor,
Orange and Caledonia Counties, and also east of
the Connecticut River in the section now desig-
nated as Rockingham County, New Hampshire.

i The Worcester settlement was the fountain head
of a distribution of Scotch-Irish blood all through
the western parts of New England, and many
distinguished American families trace their
ancestry to this source.! Matthew Thornton, a
signer of the Declaration of Independence, be-
longed to a Worcester family. He was a lad of
four in 1718 when his father landed in Boston.
Professor Asa Gray, the famous botanist, was a
great-great-grandson of the first Matthew Gray
who settled in Worcester.
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Next to Worcester in point of time was prob-
ably the Scotch-Irish settlement at Casco Bay,
Maine, then belonging to Massachusetts. A
company of about 300 persons sailed from Bos-
ton in the autumn of 1718 to explore the coast
northward for a good place of settlement with a
promise from Governor Shute of land grants in
any unoccupied territory. Numerous attempts
had been made to establish settlements on the
Maine coast, but the Indian wars had been par-
ticularly violent and desolating in this region,
and there was little left of former colonizing ven-
tures at the time Scotch-Irish emigration began.
The ship which bore the first company appears
to have been the brigantine Robert, which had
arrived in Boston from Belfast on the fourth of
August, James Ferguson, master. They sailed
as far north as Casco Bay, where the ship went
into winter quarters, A town was already in ex-
istence there, known as Falmouth. From a peti-
tion sent to the Government in Boston by John
Armstrong and others, it appears that about
thirty families landed in November, 1718, and
began to build shelters for the winter. They
asked allotments of land and supplies of pro-
visions. The latter request was backed up by
a petition from the town authorities, desiring
that the provincial Government should consider
“the deplorable Circumstances of the said Place
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by reason of the great Number of poor Strangers
arrived amongst them and take some speedy &
Effectual Care for their supply.” In response
orders were issued that 100 bushels of corn meal
should be forwarded. Some of these settlers
eventually went to the Kennebec country, or to
Londonderry, New Hampshire, but enough re-
mained to form a settlement in Ifalmouth town-
ship known as Pooporduc, now included in the
city of Portland. "Among those who remained
“and founded Portland families were John Arm-
strong, Thomas Bolton, Robert Means, William
Jameson, Joshua Gray, William Gyles, Randail
McDonald and Bruce McLellan. Among the
Scotch-Irish settlers arriving at a somewhat later
period was John Motley from Belfast, from
whom descended the historian, John Lothrop
Motley.

Andrew and Reuben Gray, sons of the above-
mentioned Joshua Gray, took part in the expedi-
tion which Governor Pownall of Massachusetts
fitted out in 1759 to capture from the French the
mouth of the Penobscot River, and the Grays
were in the guard of twenty men who accom-
panied the Governor when he occupied an aban-
doned French fort and hoisted the King’s colors.
The place is now known as Castine, on the east
side of Penobscot Bay. A strong fort was
erected and settlement began in this region, the



232 THE SCOTCH-IRISH IN AMERICA

two Gray brothers being among the first to take
up land. Several other brothers followed them,
and eventually their old father and mother joined
them. The Grays are now in large numbers in
the lower Penobscot country, and other Scotch-
Irish families abound, such as the Wears, Orrs
and Doaks. The town of Belfast now stands on
the west shore of Penobscot Bay, opposite Cas-
tine, and up the river, about thirty miles north,
is Bangor, the State capital. Bangor in Ulster
is on the southern shore of Belfast Liough, about
twelve miles east of Belfast.

Professor Perry, who has made a careful study
of all accessible data, thinks it probable that of
the company that sailed up coast on the brigan-
tine Robert a larger number were deposited at
or near Wiscasset on the Kennebec than were
left at Portland. If this be the case, the Kenne-
bec settlement was the third Scotch-Irish settle-
ment in New England, antedating that at
Londonderry, N. H., which also was founded
by emigrants belonging to the company on the
Robert. Nothing is certainly known as to the
extent of the first Kennebec settlement, or the
number of the original settlers. The population
was soon augmented by the arrival of another
company of emigrants. The MacCallum, James
Law, master, from I.ondonderry, Ireland,
arrived in Boston on or about September 6, 1718.
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The MacCallum was originally bound for New
London, Conn., but having had a long passage,
Captain Law put in to Boston. In Lechmere’s
correspondence it is remarked that the Mac-
Callum brought “twenty odd familys.” The ar-
rivals at once became the object of colonizing
overtures. Captain Robert Temple, who had
been an officer in the English army, had come to
America with the view of establishing himself as
a large landed proprietor, a purpose which natur-
ally excited the interest of those who had lands
for sale. It would seem that he was shown the
Winthrop holdings at New London, for he had
recently returned to Boston from a trip to Con-
necticut when the MacCallum arrived, and it
appears from Lechmere’s correspondence that at
first he tried to induce the emigrants to settle at
New London. But more attractive inducements
were offered by the Gentlemen Proprietors of
Eastern Lands, a company with holdings in the
Kennebec country. Writing to Winthrop about
this competition Lechmere said, “The method
they go in with the Irish is to sell them so many
acres of land for 12 pence an acre and allow
them time to pay it in. I know land is more
valuable with you, and therefore ’twill be more
difficult to agree with them.”

The Gentlemen Proprietors succeeded in in-
teresting Captain Temple himself in the Maine
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lands. ILechmere, writing under date of Septem-
ber 8, 1718, tells Winthrop that Temple had re-
jected the Connecticut proposals, and had made
arrangements by which the MacCallum would
take her Scotch-Irish passengers to Merrymeet-
ing Bay, at the mouth of the Androscoggin.
These arrangements can have consumed only a
few days, as the MacCallum both arrived and
cleared at Boston in the week September 1-8,
1718. Temple became an active colonizer of the
Kennebec country. Within two years he char-
tered five ships to bring over families from
Ulster, and by 1720 several hundred families
were settled on the Kennebec or the Androscog-
gin which unites with the Kennebec near its
mouth. The MacCallum’s passengers settled
at Merrymeeting Bay in the region now known
as Bath, but then called Cork, or Ireland. Many
of the settlers brought in by Temple settled in
and about Topsham, so named from the Devon-
shire port from which Temple left England on
his first voyage.

The Kennebec settlements were made in such
force and had such influential support that their
prosperity seemed assured; but Indian wars
broke out with disastrous results. A number of
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